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At stainless steel surfaces no clear biofilm pictures were observed with the

. . N e , ESEM microscopy (data not shown).
Population analysis by PCR-DGGE showed a significant shift in bacterial | Py | wn)

populations when copper material was used after the different disinfection
treatments. In general a decrease in band number was observed.
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CONCLUSIONS

WW M (unireated): pipe biofilms The presence of natural bacterial communities on copper pipelines were
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All these results indicate the presence of VBNC bacteria on copper.
PCR: Polymerase Chain Reaction; DGGE: Denaturating Gradient Gel Electrophoresis.
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