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project is conducted under the umbrella of a bilateral Russian-German agreement in the field of polar
and marine research and is funded by the German and Russian Research Ministries. Since 2013 ex-
tensive fieldwork, including seismic surveys, coring, and hydrological investigations, was carried out
at lakes Ladoga (NW Russia), Bolshoye Shuchye (polar Urals), Emanda (Verkhoyansk Range), Lev-
inson-Lessing and Taymyr (both Taymyr Peninsula), with the special aim to recover preglacial sedi-
ments. Fieldwork in the Ural Mountains and on the Taymyr Peninsula was conducted in collaboration
with the Russian-Norwegian CHASE (Climate History along the Arctic Seaboard of Eurasia) project.
A multiproxy analysis strategy was applied to all cores, including (bio-)geochemical, sedimentolog-
ical, physical, and biological analyses. First data implies the presence of preglacial sediments in the
cores from all lakes except Lake Emanda. Age-depth models, based on radiocarbon dating, OSL dat-
ing, paleomagnetic measurements, identification of cryptotephra, and varve counting (where applica-
ble), are in progress. Here, we present and discuss the most important results available thus far from
the geophysical site surveys and core analyses, and provide an outlook on the future strategy and foci
of the project.
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Abstract: There are lakes on the territory of the North-West of Russia within the Pleistocene
glaciations different in genesis and morphometric parameters. The study of the lakes is necessary for
the future pattern of development of lakes and territories on which they are located.
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The aim of the work is to create a database of morphometry of lakes in the glacial and periglacial
zones of the North-West of Russia.

The structure of the database is created in MS Excele and includes the name of the lake, the
coordinates, the height of the lake above sea level, the relation to the glaciation boundaries, the
catchment basin, the area, the length of the shoreline, the average width, the length of the lake, the
average depth, coefficients of ruggedness of the coastline and elongation, the state of the lake.

The database serves the purpose of systematization of freshwater land basins and contributes to the
further study of the complexes of the lakes of the Northwest of Russia.

Numerous glaciations in the Pleistocene occurred on the territory of the Northwest of Russia,
which reached 50° latitude. After various glaciations, the lakes developed in accordance with their
landscape features.

In each separately developing landscape, the lakes have a unique morphology and history of
development.
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