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Abstract

© 2015, Mediterranean Center of Social and Educational Research. All rights reserved. The
article describes the impact of the USSR state policy on the socio-cultural development of the
Vepsian ethnic group in the 1920-80s. The Vepsians are considered as one of the Finno-Ugric
nations affected by different aspects of the USSR national policy (from the national localization
in the 1930s to the struggle against the so-called “bourgeois nationalism” and mass political
repressions after 1938). The authors of the work pay special attention to the reasons of the
Vepsians’ migration, considerable reduction of the traditional inhabitance areas and, finally,
their assimilation. The aim of the article is to classify these factors and to establish the
correlation between their negative impact and the dramatic decrease of the Vepsian population
from 32800 in 1926 to 12500 in 1989 (according to the census reports).
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