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Abstract

The article ascertains the sources of paroemiology-an independent philological discipline which
studies paroemiological units (proverbs, sayings, country lore, riddles, etc.). The question of
whether it is lawful to consider paroemiology an independent field of philology became topical
due to the fact that many new investigations of proverbs, sayings and set phrases appear. The
article contains a review of literature about Russian and German paroemiology and
paroemiography. Besides, the authors ground the independence of paroemiological level, define
paroemia and describe main approaches to studying paroemiae. © IDOSI Publications, 2014.
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