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Abstract

Present-day quantitative and qualitative characteristics of the Cheboksary Reservoir have been
investigated, and data on the biological diversity of benthic organisms have been compared to
those of hydrobiological studies carried out in the region prior to the reservoir construction. The
reservoir bottom communities include 75 species and forms of benthos. The reservoir water
quality has been evaluated using different methods, including the determination of the degree
of morphological structure abnormalities in chironomid larvae, regarded as sublethal indicators
of bottom sediment pollution with toxic substances. © 2004 MAIK "Nauka/Interperiodica".
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