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CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

IN POL AND^ 

Andris Skre i  j a  

Univers i ty  of Nebraska a t  Omaha 

Contemporary c u l t u r a l  anthropology i n  Poland i s  cha rac te r i zed  

by two types of change wi th in  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e .  One i s  t h e  change i n  

emphasis from founding o r  renewing o l d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  such a s  depart-  

ments i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  museums, and research  i n s t i t u t e s ,  t o  maintain- 

ing  and improving them. Accounts of Po l i sh  post-World War I1 ethno- 

graphy s t r e s s  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  of t h e  o l d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e  

expansion of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  by t h e  founding of new ones ( e . g . ,  

Kutrzeba-Pojnarowa 1964, 1968). While it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  

course of f u t u r e  even t s ,  it appears t h a t  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  and founding 

phase i s  a l l  b u t  over and t h a t  current  emphasis and f u t u r e  a c t i v i t y  

w i l l  focus on maintaining and improving e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

The o t h e r  type of c h a n g e ~ m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  document--concerns 

t h e o r e t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and research  i n t e r e s t s .  The change i n  

t h e o r e t i c a l  emphasis i s  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  work of European ethno- 

graphers  t o  i n t e r e s t s  more c lose ly  akin t o  those  of " c u l t u r a l  

an thropologis ts"  a s  t h i s  term i s  usua l ly  understood i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  . P a r t l y ,  t h i s  occurs as  o l d e r  ethnographers ,  with t h e i r  more 

t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  and po in t s  of view, r e t i r e  and a r e  r ep laced  by 

younger ones who a r e  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what can only be c a l l e d  



"cu l t u r a l  anthropology. " 

scholar  as he o r  she ( i n  

Pa r t l y ,  the  change i s  within the  

Poland, a  subs t an t i a l  proport ion,  

individual  

i f  not a  

majori ty,  of ethnographers a r e  women) becomes i n t e r e s t ed  i n  new types 

of t h e o r e t i c a l  problems and d i f f e r en t  kinds of empirical  research.  

The change i s  not iceable .  There i s  l e s s  emphasis upon Pol ish  r u r a l  

mate r ia l  cu l tu re  as such and more on other  aspects  of c u l t u r e ~ i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  , cul ture  change. Fur ther ,  i n t e r e s t  has t e e n  growing in  

conducting f i e l d  research abroad. 

This change of d i rec t ion  i n  Pol ish  ethnography i s  a  r a t he r  

fundamental one from the  i n i t i a l  o r ien ta t ion ,  usual ly  placed a t  the  

t u rn  of t he  eighteenth century, when peasant cul ture  was being 

inves t iga ted  i n  order t o  show the  na t ive  o r ig ins  of Polish na t iona l  

cu l tu re  and when the  romantic movement i n  poetry and music drew upon 

the  peasant o r  fo lk  cu l tu re  f o r  i n sp i r a t i on  and motifs  (Kutrzeba- 

Pojnarowa 1968:g). The or ien ta t ion  toward peasant o r  r u r a l  cu l tu re  

as the  locus of t h e  "real"  na t iona l  cul ture  pe r s i s t ed  till recen t ly ,  

the  fo lk  cu l tu re  being considered a  self-contained un i t .  Thus, 

Polish ethnography was regarded e s s e n t i a l l y  as a  separate branch of 

inquiry from the  ethnographies of the  surrounding countr ies .  I n  

t h i s  respec t ,  Polish ethnography was s im i l a r  t o  the  d i s c ip l i ne  i n  

o ther  Eastern European, countries where the  scholars  knew of one 

another ' s  work bu t  d id  l i t t l e  t o  c rea te  a  common, un i f i ed  science 

encompassing a l l  of them without regard t o  the  na t i ona l i t y  of scholar ,  

/ 
spec i f i c  research i n t e r e s t ,  o r  the  people being s tud ied   el and 

Hofer 1969:4). I n  o ther  words, one could, and s t i l l  can, use the  



terms "Polish ethnographyu o r  " ~ u n g a r i a n  ethnographyu t o  r e f e r  t o  

t h e  two d i s c i p l i n e s  r a t h e r  than  t h e  phrase "ethnographers i n  ~ o l a n d "  

o r  "ethnographers i n  ~ u n g a r y "  t o  r e f e r  t o  scho la r s  of t h e  same 

d i s c i p l i n e  working i n  t h e i r  r e spec t ive  coun t r i e s .  This po in t s  t o  

one of t h e  fundamental d i f f e rences  between anthropology and European 

ethnography o r  ethnology. When d iscuss ing  anthropology, one usua l ly  

does n o t  r e f e r  t o  Mexican anthropology o r  t o  Canadian anthropology 

as independent e n t i t i e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  one speaks of  anthropology o r  

anthropologis ts  i n  Canada o r  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  impl ica t ion  being 

t h a t  i n  speaking of anthropology one i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s i n g l e  

d i s  c i p l i n e  . 
Thus, while  I take  i s s u e  with Dynowski's (1967a) p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  terms "ethnography," "ethnology," and " c u l t u r a l  anthropology" 

a re  f r e e l y  interchangeable as  of now, I do f e e l  t h a t  Po l i sh  ethnography 

i s  moving rap id ly  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  It h a s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  

continue t o  have,  i t s  own d i s t ingu i sh ing  f e a t u r e s  and s p e c i a l  a spec t s ,  

bu t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of development seems t o  be towards making Dynowski's 

desc r ip t ion  an accura te  one. 

A t  t h e  moment, Po l i sh  ethnography encompasses scho la r s  who 

belong t o  two r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  schools  of  r e sea rch  and t h e o r y ~ t h o s e  

who a re  o r i en ted  p r imar i ly  towards t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Europe an ethnography/ 

ethnology and those  who can most accura te ly  be descr ibed  as  c u l t u r a l  

an thropologis ts .  This has  c rea ted  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  def in ing  t h e  para- 

meters of t h e  f i e l d .  Thus, a t  l e a s t  one Po l i sh  c u l t u r a l  an thropologis t  

has defined ethnography as  whatever an ethnographer does. 



Since the  t i t l e  of t h i s  paper i s  "Contemporary Cultural  Anthro- 

pology i n  ~ o l a n d , "  the following discussion w i l l  focus almost so le ly  

upon t h i s  type of a c t i v i t y  and s l i g h t  the  work on problems of 

i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  European e thnologis ts .  A fu r ther  

caveat i s  i n  order: he r ea f t e r ,  unless indicated t o  the  contrary,  

the  terms "ethnographeru and "cu l tu ra l  anthropologistn w i l l  be used 

as i f  they were synonymous. This can be j u s t i f i e d  on the  ba s i s  t h a t  

almost all Polish workers i n  the  f i e l d  are  t o  some extent  one and 

the  other simultaneously, and it may be d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine where 

each one of them stands a t  the  moment. 

Polish cu l t u r a l  anthropologists have shown an i n t e r e s t  i n  the  

cul tures  of areas outside Poland. Perhaps the  most i n t e r e s t i ng  

research t h a t  has been undertaken by them recent ly  was i n  Mongolia. 

Members of the  Department of Ethnography of the  University of Warsaw 

and of the  I n s t i t u t e  of Material  Culture of t he  Polish Academy of 

Sciences spent several  summers i n  doing f i e l d  work there .2  The 

main research i n t e r e s t  was focused on t he  processes of urbanization 

and the  transformation of nomadic Mongol herdsmen in to  s e t t l e d  

farmers. The f i e l d  phase of t h i s  research has been completed and t he  

materials  a r e  being analyzed and prepared f o r  publication.  Thus 

f a r ,  two publications have resu l ted  (~ynowski 1 9 6 ~  and 1968: 

Par t  11) and more are t o  be expected. 

Other projects  include an invest igat ion of contemporary changes 

/ 
i n  a Bulgarian v i l l age  (Kut rzeba-PO jnarowa 1968 : 18-9 ; Nizinska 1968) , 

begun i n  1966. This p ro jec t  involves cooperation between Polish 



and Bulgarian s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and i s  expected t o  continue f o r  

some time y e t .  

Research i s  focused on the  fol lowing four  problem a reas :  ( a )  

def in ing  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  peasant c u l t u r e  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  typology 

f o r  i t ;  ( b )  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  of urbaniza t ion ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a -  

t i o n ,  populat ion s h i f t  t o  t h e  c i t i e s ,  t he  in t roduc t ion  of  nonfarming 

employment oppor tun i t i e s ,  and the  mutual i n t e r a c t i o n  of r u r a l  and 

urban c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  ; ( c )  t h e  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  impact of various 

types of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  e  .g. , smal l  farms, la rge-sca le  p r i v a t e  farms, 

s t a t e  and cooperat ive farms, and t h e  at tempts made t o  adapt t o  modern 

farming techniques;  and ( d )  t h e  manner i n  which t r a d i t i o n a l  fo lk  

cu l tu re  a f f e c t s  t h e  formation of n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e .  This approach 

i s  in tended t o  shed l i g h t  on t h e  changes i n  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic 

l i f e  of t h e  country r e s u l t i n g  from socia l i sm.  The research  design i s  

comparative, with Poland and Bulgar ia  as  t h e  f o c i  of comparison 

Another p r o j e c t  involv ing  t h e  cooperation of s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

of s e v e r a l  count r ies  i s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Carpathian v i l l a g e s  

/ ( ~ o ~ c z y n s k a - ~ a w o r s k a  1968; Zawistowicz-Adamska 1 9 6 8 : ~ ~ - 8 ) .  While 

a  b a s i c  uniformity of herding  techniques,  methods of  process ing  

and s t o r i n g  da i ry  products ,  type of  s h e l t e r  and almost i d e n t i c a l  

t o o l s  and t h e i r  nomenclature a r e  repor ted ,  r eg iona l  and l o c a l  var ia-  

^ 
t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  noted.  Kopczynska-Jaworska p o s i t s  a  b a s i c  s i m i l a r i t y  

of herders  ( p a s t o r a l i s t s ? )  i n  t h e  Carpathians,  t h e  Balkan mountains, 

t h e  Alps , and t h e  Pyrenees (1968: 38) .  



I n  addit ion t o  the  above-mentioned i n t e rna t i ona l  p ro jec t s  all 

of which involve d i r e c t  f i e l d  work, Polish c u l t u r a l  anthropologists  

are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Africa and the  Americas. Lewicki (1968:116) 

t r aces  Pol ish  i n t e r e s t  i n  Africa t o  the  s ix teenth  century. Currently 

Polish Af r ican s tud ies  a re  centered i n  th ree  universi t ies-- those of 

Warsaw, Cracow , a d  L ~ d z .  I n  addit ion various committees 

comrnissionsy and i n s t i t u t e s  of the  Polish Academy of Sciences are  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  area. In  1962 the  African School of t h e  University 

of Warsaw was organized and s ince  1964 Africana Bul le t in  has been 

published i n  English o r  French ( ~ o v e l s t a d  and o t h e ~  1966: 59 ) . The 

following f i e l d s  show the  most i n t e r e s t  and the  g r ea t e s t  accomplish- 

ments i n  African s tud ies :  Egyptology, cu l t u r a l  anthropology, 

archaeology h i s t o ry  l i n g u i s t i c s  and recen t ly ,  sociology and 

economic h i s t o ry .  Attention i s  d i rec ted  f o r  the  most pa r t  toward 

Egypt Sudm , Ethiopiay and North and West Africa.  Except f o r  an 

e thnological-archaeological expedition along the  west coast of Africa 

( ~ e w i c k i  1968) ,  it appears t h a t  t h e  majori ty of research i s  based 

fiainly on secondary sources. I n  1958 a spec i a l  African seminax was 

he ld ,  sponsored by t he  Polish Ethnographic Society (Gajkowa 1966:56). 

Pol ish  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  Americas dates back t o  1551. A t  t h e  

present  t imey American s tud ies  i n  Poland are  concentrated a t  the 

un ive r s i t i e s  i n  Cracow and Poznan. Since 195b, the re  has been a 

Center f o r  American Studies a t  the  l a t t e r .  Currently, the  Center 

has been in tegra ted  with the  Department of General Ethnography a t  

Mickiewicz University and %he Ethnographic Department of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  



of Mate r i a l  Culture of t h e  Po l i sh  Academy of Sciences. I n  1966 t h e  

Po l i sh  Ethnographic Socie ty  organized an American Studies  sec t ion  

and expects  t h a t  t h i s  i s  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  toward founding an 

independent American Studies  Socie ty  (~ rankowska  1968). Another 

noteworthy event  was t h e  American seminar h e l d  i n  1965 under t h e  

sponsorship of the  Po l i sh  Ethnographic Socie ty  ( ~ a j k o w a  1966).  

The main i n t e r e s t s  i n  American s t u d i e s  a r e  d i r e c t e d  toward 

pre-Columbian cu l tu re  contac t  i n  the  Americas and OceaniaÂ c u l t u r e  

change i n  Indian  communities--especially those  of Lat in  America-- 

and the  records l e f t  by e a r l y  Pol i sh  t r a v e l e r s  i n  America. There 

have been a number of  pub l i ca t ions  on these  t o p i c s  (~ rankowska  1968).  

I n  add i t ion  t o  research ,  t h e  two main t a s k s  a t  t h e  moment appear 

t o  be popular iza t ion  of t h i s  a rea  of s t u d i e s  and t h e  t r a i n i n g  of 

research  workers. While i n  t h e  p a s t  t h e  main focus has  been on 

h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e  change, r e l i g i o n 3  and methodology ( i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d i e s  

of%en touching on more than one a r e a ) ,  t h e  present  e f f o r t  i s  toward 

e l abora t ing  theory and methodology i n  order  t o  b r i n g  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  

wi th in  t h e  mainstream of world scho la r sh ip  (~ rankowska  1968).  

The above should not  be  t&en t o  mean t h a t  Po l i sh  ethnographers '  

i n t e r e s t  i n  research  outsLde P o l m d  i s  a recen t  phenomenon. One 

need only peruse Gajek's (1967) d iscuss ion  of ma te r i a l s  about Poland's  

neighbors publ ished before  World War I1 and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t o  

know otherwise.  However, t h e  d i f ference  between t h e  p a s t  and t h e  

present  e f f o r t  i s  r e a d i l y  apparent .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  ethnographers 

concentrated on mateYia1 c u l t u r e ,  descr ibed  r u r a l  people while  



generally ignoring c i t i e s  and t h e i r  cu l tu re ,  and were preoccupied 

with t he  p a s t >  showing l i t t l e  concern with contemporary changes. 

men dealing with change i n  nonmaterial cu l tu re ,  t h e i r  t reatment 

a l l  t oo  of ten  was anecdotal ,  with l i t t l e  hard data  presented. 

Frequently these  workers equated o ld  with genuine and worked under 

the  t h e o r e t i c a l  and methodological assumption t h a t  the  older  some- 

t h ing  was, the  more it resembled the  "real"  fo lk  cul ture .  By 

con t ras t ,  the  Mongolian p ro jec t  was C 0 n ~ e ~ n e d  ~ r e c i s e l y  with t h e  

contemporary processes of urbanization.  

Some c u l t u r a l  anthropologists  a r e  intending t o  commence s tud ies  

i n  Poland aimed at two s o r t s  of problems: (1) t h e  inves t iga t ion  of 

groups t h a t  have l i ved  i n  c i t i e s  f o r  some time, y e t  have maintained 

close t i e s  with t h e i r  r u r a l  r e l a t i ve s  and have re ta ined  many r u r a l  

cha r ac t e r i s t i c s  i n  t h e i r  cu l tu re ,  and ( 2 )  t he  processes of contemporary 

urbanization i n  Poland, These s tud ies  are t o  be dis t inguished from 

research on working-class cu l tu re  which, i n  Poland, has been l inked 

with the  workmen's movement and dates back t o  t he  1930s. A t  the  

p resen t ,  the re  i s  a  fee l ing  t h a t  due t o  rapid  urbanization,  working- 

c lass  cul ture  tends t o  be g r ea t l y  influenced by r u r a l  people and 

t h a t  d i f ferences  between peas ants  and wo~ke r s  are  disappearing 

because v i l l age s  a re  being i ndus t r i a l i z ed  and urbanized. 

One long-term pro jec t  t o  inves t iga te  the  e f f ec t s  of i n d u s t r i a l i -  

zat ion has already been launched by the  an th~opo log i s t s  a t  Lodz. It 

w a s  envisioned as consist ing of e s s e n t i a l l y  two s teps :  (1) the  

descr ip t ion of v i l l age  cu l tu re  before i ndus t r i a l i z a t i on ,  and ( 2 )  a 



s e t  of long-term s tud ies  i n  f i v e  v i l l age s  repor t ing the  changes 

occurring as the  i ndus t r i a l i z a t i on  of t he  region progresses. 

Zawistowicz-Adamska repor ts  t h a t  the  f i r s t  s t age  has already been 

completed and t h a t  the  data  obtained suggest the  existence of two 

types of villages--pure farming v i l l age s  and v i l l age s  with farming 

and cottage i n d u s t g y  i . e . ,  weaving. It i s  expected t h a t  as indus t r i -  

a l i z a t i on  of the  region progresses,  t h e  differences between the  two 

types w i l l  disappear ( 1968: 34) . 
Such long-range s tud ies  of change in. the  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  are not  

new t o  Polish cu l t u r a l  anthropology. Thus, t he r e  i s  a  study of 

f i sh ing  cooperatives t h a t  has l a s t e d  f o r  some twenty years which has 

t r a ced  the  change of a kin-based cooperative i n t o  a  s t r i c t l y  

purposeful associa t ion.  m e  study has documented the  beginnings of 

deep-sea f i sh ing  and i t s  e f f e c t  upon the  family and the  community. 

The r e l a t i v e  pres t ige-rmking of f i sh ing  as an occupation depends 

d i r ec t l y  upon t he  type of v i l l age ,  whether it  i s  a  f i shing o r  a 

farming and f i sh ing  v i l l age .  These two types of v i l l ages  a l so  d i f f e r  

i n  t h e i r  systems of mutual r i gh t s  and dut ies  and t h e i r  group s o l i d a r i t y ,  

and they have a  "d i f fe ren t  type of mate r ia l  standard" (~awis towicz-  

Another s e t  of invest igat ions  has been focused upon t h e  p rac t i ces  

and e f f e c t s  of log-raf t ing.  Here, i n  contras t  t o  f i sh ingy  where 

cooperative groups have r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  membershipy a new crew i s  

rec ru i t ed  f o r  each r a f t .  In v i l l age s  from which the  crews, and 

espec ia l ly  the  pilots . ,  were rec ru i t ed ,  cash income from r a f t i n g  i s  



repor ted t o  have speeded up the  c h a g e  from mutual a i d  and coopera- 

t i o n  t o  h i r e d  labor .  While r a f t  p i l o t s  had a high standard of 

l i v i n g  because of r e l a t i v e l y  high cash wages, t h e i r  farms were 

poorly f a m e d  because women and h i r e d  hands did the  work. I n  con- 

t r a s t ,  5he surrcunding v i l l ages  were r e l a t i v e l y  poorer but the land 

was b e t t e r  farmed. Reputedly, women had high s t a t u s  i n  "raf t ing"  

villa.ges . 
Other s tud ies  of cooperation o r  mutual a i d  include a s e r i e s  of 

s tud ies  i n  the  Kurpie region, The ba s i c  questions asked were: "Who3 

with shom, why, under what conditions does co-operate?" [ s i c ]  

(~awistowicz-~damska 1968:27). One i n t e r e s t i n g  f inding i s  t h a t  i n  a 

c e r t a i n  v i l l age  the re  a re  two types of t r a d i t i o n a l  cooperation : 

(1) mutual a i d  based upon s t r i c t  r ec ip roc i ty ,  only members of t he  

middle group i n  the  socioeccmomic s ca l e  engaging among themselves i n  

t h i s  type of cooperation on the  ba s i s  of s t r i c t  equa l i ty ,  and (2) 

cooperation among members of unequal s t a t u s  groups3 i . e .  cooperation 

between the  wealthy and the  poor. Here a patron-client  r e la t ionsh ip  

had been es tab l i shed  with t he  poorer pa r tne r  working f o r  the  weal th ier  

one, and the  l a t t e r  providing various services  i n  tu rn .  These re la-  

t ionships  obtain between s p e c i f i c  famil ies  and endure over a per iod 

of many years .  One i n t e r e s t i n g  f inding was t h a t  the  members of t h e  

poorest group do no t  exchange my serv ices  o r  engage i n  mutual a i d  

among themselves. Fa in l ly  , it appears t h a t  the  f  o w  of mutual a i d  

va r ies  from l o c a l i t y  t o  l o c a l i t y  and over time (Zawistowicz- 



/ 
In  Potakowka, another  v i l l a g e ,  cooperat ion was of a  d i f f e r e n t  

type .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  cooperated i n  order  t o  b u i l d  schools ,  a  

community cen te r ,  and roads. I n  add i t ion ,  t h e r e  was mutual economic 

a id .  I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  research  was focused on t h e  v i l l a g e r s '  socio-  

p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  as w e l l  as  the  r o l e  of t h e  l e a d e r s '  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  

and t h e  young people 's  s o c i a l  commitment ( ~ a w i s t o w i c z - ~ d m s k a  1968). 

A group of  research  p r o j e c t s  of p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  

i n t e r e s t  i s  t h a t  conducted i n  t h e  western t e r r i t o r i e s ,  a reas  of 

present-day Poland t h a t  had been p a r t s  of t h e  German s t a t e  before  

1945. Af te r  t h e  

o the r  regions i n  

came from e i t h e r  

German exodus, t h e  a r e a  was s e t t l e d  by Poles from 

Poland, as  w e l l  as Po l i sh  "immigrants" (po les  who 

Western o r  Eastern Europe). I n  add i t ion ,  t h e r e  were 

about a  mi l l ion  Poles who had l i v e d  t h e r e  be fo re ,  and members of 

s e v e r a l  minori ty groups. These groups d i f f e r e d  among themselves 

i n  t h e i r  way of l i f e ,  i n  the  d i a l e c t s  they  spoke, and i n  o t h e r  

aspects  of c u l t u r e .  Yet, i n  t h e i r  new l o c a t i o n s ,  they s e t t l e d  i n  

jux tapos i t ion ,  o f t en  members of s e v e r a l  groups l i v i n g  i n  t h e  same 

v i l l a g e  o r  town ( ~ w i l e c k i  1968; Nowakowski 1963). Po l i sh  s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  s e i z e d  t h e  opportunity t o  s tudy t h i s  unique s i t u a t i o n  

( f o r  ~ u r o ~ e )  where a  l a r g e  number of people of d iverse  backgrounds 

s e t t l e d  i n  an a r e a  p r a c t i c a l l y  devoid of populat ion.  The c u l t u r a l  

an thropologis ts  have mainly focused upon t h e  var ious  processes of 

c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  change and adjustment t h a t  r e s u l t e d  ( ~ u r s z t a  1968).  

One of t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o j e c t s  which t h e  Po l i sh  c u l t u r a l  anthropolo- 

g i s t s  have launched s i n c e  World War I1 i s  t h e  Po l i sh  Ethnographic At l a s ,  



sponsored by the  I n s t i t u t e  of the  History of Material  Culture of the  

Polish Academy of Sciences,. The research design i s  t o  gather  mater ia ls  

i n  some three  hundred v i l l age s  d i s t r i bu t ed  r e l a t i v e l y  evenly over 

a l l  of Poland. Out of some 800 projected maps, approximately one- 

t h i r d  already have been published. The emphasis has been upon 

mate r ia l  cu l tu re  with some considerat ion given t o  h i s t o r i c a l  development, 

e . g . ,  the  informants are asked when a given t o o l  o r  crop o r  some other  

item was f i r s t  introduced or  l a s t  used (whichever might be t h e  more 

appropriate i n  the  spec i f i c  case) i n  t h e i r  v i l l age .  The r e s u l t s  have 

been used t o  draw inferences as t o  the  sequence of change i n  t r ad i t i on -  

a l  equipment and t o  t r y  t o  del ineate  some of the mechanisms 

responsible f o r  the  change. Professor Gajek, the  coordinator of t h e  

p ro jec t ,  has u t i l i z e d  the  r e s u l t s  i n  attempting t o  check t he  accuracy 

of e a r l i e r  attempts t o  e s t ab l i sh  ethnographic regions i n  Poland 

based on the  content of t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo lk  cu l tu re  (Kutrzeba- 

Pojnarowa 1968:16). 

Another large-scale p ro jec t  launched by the  I n s t i t u t e  of t he  

History of Mater ia l  Culture i s  the  gathering of mater ia ls  f o r  a 

s e r i e s  of monographs depict ing various aspects  of cu l tu re  of the  

v i l l age ,  region,  o r  the  whole country. I n i t i a l l y ,  the  i n t e n t  was t o  

give a comprehensive descr ip t ion of the  development of the  un i t  

s tudied,  and t he r e  were attempts t o  l i n k  changes i n  o ther  aspects  o f  

cul ture  with changes i n  economics. Two general  tendencies can be 

discerned i n  t h i s  type of work: (1) attempts a t  exhaustive descrip- 

t i o n  with da ta  spec i f i ed  as t o  time, l o c a l i t y ,  and s o c i a l  s t r uc tu r e ,  



and ( 2 )  genera l ized h i s t o r i c a l  descr ip t ions  where hard  d a t a  a re  

l a rge ly  replaced by genera l iza t ions  and examples are  used i n  l i e u  

of evid.ence (Kutrzeba-~ojnarowa 1968: 16-7). 

Coverage by these  monographs i s  uneven with undue emphasis on 

regions close t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and places of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  because 

of t h e i r  unusual f ea tu res .  The spo t ty  coverage has r e s u l t e d  i n  

o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e  .g . ,  museums, i n i t i a t i n g  t h e i r  own research,  

thus compounding t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  inherent  i n  attempting t o  provide 

comprehensive ethnographic coverage f o r  the  whole country (Kutrzeba- 

Pojnarowa 1968). 

I n  t h i s  r e spec t ,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t s ,  which i n  Poland includes 

not  only contemporary f i n e  a r t s  bu t  a l s o  areas of ethnographic i n t e r e s t  

such as o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o l k  music, and f o l k  a r t s  and c r a f t s  

(Kutrzeba-~ojnarowa 1968: 151, has been more successful  i n  i t s  p r o j e c t  

t o  produce a comprehensive descr ip t ion covering a l l  of Poland and, 

i n  addi t ion ,  d e t a i l e d  s tud ies  of t h e  various f i n e  a r t s .  A t  t h e  moment, 

the  I n s t i t u t e i s  attempting t o  produce monographs covering fo lk  music 

of s p e c i f i c  regions (Kutrzeba-~ojnarowa 1968:17). 

I n  con t ras t  t o  recent  t rends  among anthropologists  i n  America, 

Pol ish  c u l t u r a l  anthropologists  r a r e l y  use o r  present  quan t i f i ed  

data.  The usual  research t o o l  f o r  gather ing mate r i a l s  i n  the  f i e l d  

i s  the  quest ionnaire o r  interview schedule. Frequently the a c t u a l  

inves t iga t ion  i n  the  f i e l d  i s  conducted by s tudents  using instruments 

prepared by the  p r i n c i p a l  inves t iga to r .  A common t a c t i c  i s  t o  

s e l e c t  key informants i n  each community t o  be inves t iga ted .  Only 



r a r e ly  i s  the  part icipant-observer o r  observer-part icipant  method 

employed and seldom does the  inves t iga to r  res ide  i n  the  community 

f o r  long,  unbroken periods of time. However, the  p rac t i ce  of taking 

numerous f i e l d  t r i p s  t o  the  same s i t e  over a period of severa l  years 

i s  qui te  common. While each individual  t r i p  may be of r e l a t i v e l y  

shor t  durat ion,  the t o t a l  r e s u l t  is the amassing of an impressive 

number of days i n  residence. 

The above applies t o  research i n  Poland i t s e l f .  My knowledge 

of t he  d e t a i l s  of research techniques and condit ions encountered by 

Polish scholars  abroad i s  s l i g h t .  The impression i s  t h a t  conditions 

i n  Mongolia were d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a number of reasons. Among them were 

problems w i t h  language which required t he  use of i n t e rp r e t e r s  who 

were responsible f o r  the  mater ia ls  gathered. It appears t h a t  Ameri- 

can s tud ies  are based on second-hand mater ia ls  and t he  African re-  

search primari ly so ,  although i n  t he  l a t t e r  case some archaeological  

f i e l d  work w a s  c a r r i ed  out .  The Bulgarian p ro jec t  i s  a t  t he  moment 

i n  i t s  f i e l d  s tage  and thus d i f f i c u l t  t o  judge. 

On the  whole, the re  i s  a b i a s  toward mate r ia l  cu l tu re ,  and 

h i s t o r i c a l  reconstructionism of ten i s  read i ly  apparent. This i s  

e a s i l y  understood i f  one keeps i n  mind t h a t  i n  Poland ethnography i s  

included i n  the  I n s t i t u t e  of t he  History of Mater ia l  Culture of t he  

Polish Academy of Sciences along with archaeology and the  h i s t o r y  

of mate r ia l  cu l tu re  both i n  mediaeval and modern Poland. Certain 

other  areas ,  which are  usual ly  considered pa r t  of ethnography o r  

c u l t u r a l  anthropology, e . g . ,  fo lk lo re ,  fo lk  music, and fo lk  a r t s  and 
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c r a f t s ,  a re  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  segregated by being included 

t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of L i t e ra ry  Research of the  Pol ish  Academy 

e i t h e r  i n  

of Sciences 

o r  i n  another i n s t i t u t e  of t h e  Academy dealing with the  f i n e  a r t s .  

Even though Kutrzeba-Pojnarowa claims t h a t  t h i s  d iv i s ion  of l a b o r  

has not  prevented cooperation ( 1 9 6 8 ~ 5 1 ,  it has not  been, and s t i l l  

i s  n o t ,  completely without consequences as f a r  as  Pol ish  c u l t u r a l  

anthropology i s  concerned. 

Dynowski (1967a) sees t h e  quest ion of how a  soc ie ty  changes from 

a t r a d i t i o n a l  one i n t o  an i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  and urbanized one, whether 

i n  Europe o r  outside of it, as t h e  c e n t r a l  problem i n  Pol ish  post-  

World War I1 ethnography. Kutrzeba-Pojnarowa (1968: 14-5) l i s t s  

seven fea tu res  as being ca rd ina l  i n  t h i s  time period.  Four of them 

deal  with the  organizat ion of research and the  d ivis ion of l abor  

among the  various d i sc ip l ines  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The remaining three-- 

recording of peasant c u l t u r e ,  inves t iga t ion  of changes i n  rural and 

working-class c u l t u r e ,  and t e s t i n g  the  theor ies  of t h e  various o the r  

s o c i a l  sciences agains t  accumulated da ta  are  more t h e o r e t i c a l  and 

perhaps of more i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  reader .  

I n  cross-dis c ip l ina ry  discussions , t h e  emphasis has been upon 

what t o  descr ibe ,  u n i t s  of measurement i n  f i e l d  work, and the  

generat ion of h i s t o r i c a l  models based, upon empir ica l  d a t a  i n s t e a d  of 

l o g i c a l  const ructs .  Kutrzeba-Pojnarowa has g r e a t  expectat ions 

regarding the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  inherent  i n  an t i c ipa ted  cross-disc ip l inary  

discussion with soc io log i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  f o r  the  development of 

theor ies  of cu l tu re  change (1968:18). 



Pol i sh  ethnographers a r e  employed i n  t h r e e  types  of i n s t i t u t i o n s :  

museums, u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and t h e  Po l i sh  Academy of Sciences. Most 

c u l t u r a l  an thropologis ts  seem t o  be i n  e i t h e r  t h e  Academy o r  a  

u n i v e r s i t y .  The museum workers do no t  appear t o  be as overburdened 

with d u t i e s  as t h e i r  American, counterpar ts  who, according t o  Guldbeck, 

a re  considered lucky i f  t hey  can spend f i v e  percent  of t h e i r  t ime on 

research  (1964).  However, t he  Po l i sh  workers seem t o  be more 

o r i en ted  towards t r a d i t i o n a l  ethnography. Employment by t h e  Po l i sh  

Academy of Sciences i s  deemed t h e  most d e s i r a b l e  and t h e  most 

p r e s t i g i o u s .  It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s sess  e i t h e r  t h e  exact  numbers 

employed by each type of i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  t o  s e t  up a t i g h t  typology 

of i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  would be h igh ly  c o r r e l a t e d  with t h e  p lace  of employ- 

nent  because f r equen t ly  t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  be on t h e  s t a f f  of 

more than  one i n s t i t u t i o n .  

One i n t e r e s t i n g  aspect  i s  t h a t  desp i t e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

Americas, it appears t h a t  no Po l i sh  s c i e n t i s t  subscr ibes  t o  t h e  

American Anthropologist  as an ind iv idua l .  This i s  i n  sharp  c o n t r a s t  

with Current Anthropology where a  number a r e  a s soc ia t e s .  

A s  t h e  r eade r  is  w e l l  aware by now, t h i s  paper  has focused upon 

two types of  ma te r i a l s  i n  Po l i sh  s o c i a l  sc ience:  research  done by 

ethnographers who can be c a l l e d  c u l t u r a l  an thropologis ts  by v i r t u e  

of t h e i r  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r  empi r i ca l  research  i n t e r e s t s  and, secondly,  

ma te r i a l s  which can be f i t t e d  i n t o  ca tegor i e s  such as research  

abroad o r  research  i n t o  p a t t e r n s  of cooperat ion o r  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a -  

t i o n .  This has meant t h a t  much work of  p o t e n t i a l  i n t e r e s t  done by 



scholars  i n  o ther  d i s  c i p l i n e s ~ n o t a b l y  t h e  Po l i sh  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  

e spec ia l ly  t h e i r  r u r a l  sociologists--has been omitted. A l l  t h a t  

can be done here i s  t o  r e f e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  reader  t o  such journals  

as The Pol ish  Sociological  Bu l le t in  (published i n  ~ n g l i s h )  , 

Africana Bul le t in  (published i n  English o r  ~ r e n c h )  , o r  Roczniki 

soc jo log j i  w s i ,  which has an English summary a f t e r  most a r t i c l e s  and 

a s p e c i a l  i s sue  published i n  1968 e n t i r e l y  i n  English. Likewise, 

the  major ethnographic journals ,  e  .g . , z, Etnograf ia  Polska, Acta 

Balto S lav ica ,  e t c .  ( see  Kutrzeba-Pojnarowa 1964: 194-5 and Gajkowa 

1966 f o r  o ther  t i t l e s  of poss ib le  i n t e r e s t ) ,  usua l ly  summarize major 

a r t i c l e s  i n  English, French, and Russian, and a t  times i n  a l l  t h r e e  

languages. Most books and. monographs a l s o  follow t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  

Besides the  already much-cited work by Dynowski (1968), which i s  i n  

English,  the re  i s  another,  o lde r  work i n  French (~ynowski  1964) t h a t  

might be consulted. F ina l ly ,  Ethnolofiia Europaea a t  times has per- 

t i n e n t  a r t i c l e s ,  such as t h e  one by Sokolewicz (1967) on ethnography 

i n  Pol ish  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

I n  summing up, it can be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  branch of  Pol ish  s o c i a l  

sciences c a l l e d  ethnography i s  a t  t h e  moment i n  a  s t a t e  of change. 

The change i s  from the  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r i en ta t ion  of European ethnography 

t o  one more akin t o  c u l t u r a l  anthropology. Currently,  Pol ish  anthro- 

po log i s t s  a re  inves t iga t ing  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  change both a t  home and 

abroad. Their 

people bu t  a r e  

i n  methodology 

research i n t e r e s t s  no longer  focus s o l e l y  upon r u r a l  

widened t o  include c i t i e s .  On t h e  whole, r a p i d  advances 

and theory a re  t o  be expected. 

Ill 



NOTES 

1 
This i s  an expanded and revised version of a paper presented 

a t  the  Sixty-Eighth Annual Meeting of t h e  American Anthropological 

Association i n  New Orleans i n  November 1969. The paper is  "based i n  

p a r t  on t h e  sources c i t e d  and i n  p a r t  on information co l l ec ted  

during qr own f i e l d  work ( ~ u n e  1967 t o  October 1968) i n  Poland. My 

f i e l d  research was financed by a National  Science Foundation g ran t  

f o r  Improving Doctoral Disse r t a t ion  Research i n  t h e  Soc ia l  Sciences 

and by a Fulbright-Hayes scholarship.  

2~ do not know t h e  exact  sponsorship o r  the  f u l l  membership of 

the  various expedit ions t o  Mongolia. I n  conversations with some of 

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  it appeared t h a t  t h e  majori ty of them were from these  

two organizat ions ,  with a few individuals  from o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

places .  
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