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An Overview of Oral Pain: Orofacial Pain and Concomitant Symptoms
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Abstract

Oral pain may be due to odontogenic toothache, non-odontogenic toothache, or other causes.
Odontogenic toothaches can be resolved by conventional dental treatments, but non-odontogenic
toothaches are refractory to such treatments; dental practitioners have not yet devised a way to
deal with them. In light of these circumstances, a new disease concept, orofacial pain (OFP), was
advocated in the United States. OFP is an urgent issue to be resolved in Japan, too. Individuals
with OFP frequently present with concomitant symptoms, and these causes and symptoms of
OFP are associated not only with dentistry but also fields of study such as medicine, surgery, and
psychology. Appropriate clinical judgements and actions are required to deal with cases of OFP.

Keywords: Orofacial pain, Odontogenic toothache, Non-odontogenic toothache





