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The food habit of Sika deer (Cervus nippon) based on rumen contents in
West of Tokushima Prefecture, Japan-with special reference to sex and age
differences-
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Abstract: Sika deer (Cervus nippon) rumen contents collected on Tsurugi and Koyadaira in
Tokushima Prefecture from February to March in 2015 were examined. The rumen of sika deer
contained mainly dicot leaves (49.7%-74.9%), indicating that food habit of sika deer in these areas
was a browser. The male adult deer foraged high quality food, because the percentage of conifer
leaves and woody fiber in male adult deer was smaller than those of female adult or fawn. This
result was not consisted with the food habit of previously examined Northern Honshu deer
populations that male adults tend to feed poor nutrient foods. The rumen contents differences
among sex and age in our study areas possibly affected by sedentary and wariness of female and

fawn deer.
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B4 T4 ¥4
7 A XF Y7 =>4  Cinnamomum yabunikkei H.Ohba
VAT Yok Camellia japonica L.
XavTF s NoB TA BB AT Trachelospermum asiaticum (Siebold et Zucc.) Nakai
7T F 7Y ua Ay Quercus salicina Blume
DA [V Eurya japonica Thunb.
A xF veEY Lindera triloba (Siebold et Zucc.) Blume
T AR FAIET Ligustrum japonicum Thunb.
EF ) *F vad Ilex pedunculosa Miq.
A XY F A XY Cephalotaxus harringtonia (Knight ex Forbes) K.Koch
IR X Citrus junos (Makino) Siebold ex Tanaka
EF /) XF TF/F Ilex integra Thunb.
B =T R 1 T sp. Acer sp.
EF / XF Y Ilex crenata Thunb.
7 AR} Ty A Iris japonica Thunb.
oA TR T A Mercurialis leiocarpa Siebold et Zucc.
A XFE A X Cryptomeria japonica (L .f.) D.Don
v/ xF b/ Chamaecyparis obtusa (Siebold et Zucc.) Endl.
A 2 F} A A K Miscanthus sinensis Andersson
A 2 F} ~ X Phyllostachys reticulata (Rupr.) K.Koch
A 3 F Y2 Pseudosasa japonica (Siebold et Zucc. ex Steud.) Makino ex Nakai
A 3 F FH ¥ Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeusch. var. koenigii (Retz.) Pilg.
A= ~ ALY Actinidia polygama (Siebold et Zucc.) Planch. ex Maxim.

C B IATRY 5 1 XT Lycopodium clavatum L.
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