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Bronchial asthma : Possible factors for increasing prevalence, and recent advance in
treatment modality

Hiroaki Yanagawa, Masahiko Azuma, Chikato Kitamuro, Hirohisa Ogawa, Yuka Matsumori,
Akemi Sugita, Chie hara, Kazuo Yoneda, Mari Miki and Saburo Sone

Department of Internal Medicine and Molecular Therapeutics, Course of Bioregulation and Medical Oncology, The University of
Tokushima School of Medicine, Tokushima, Japan

SUMMARY

Increasing asthma prevalence is a major problem in Western countries. Various fac-
tors, such as allergic sensitization to indoor allergens, change in incidence in infectious dis-
eases, and increase of air pollutants, are considered to be possible factors for increasing
prevalence.

Inhaled corticosteroids play an important role in asthma treatment, and its impact on
asthma morbidity and mortality has already been established. In addition, recent attention
has been focused on molecular targeted therapy in the treatment of bronchial asthma.
Promising results of anti-IgE antibody are reported in several clinical trials and anti-CD23
antibody is now introduced in clinical trials.

Key words : increasing asthma prevalence, hygiene hypothesis, suspended particulate mat-
ter, anti-IgE antibody, anti-CD23 antibody



