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Current status and problems of corneal transplantations in Japan and Tokushima
Prefecture

Hiroshi Equchi

Department of Ophthalmology, Institute of Health Biosciences, the University of Tokushima Graduate School, Tokushima, Japan

SUMMARY

Current status and problems of corneal transplantations in Japan and Tokushima Prefecture
are described. The major issue is donor cornea deficiency. It would not an exaggeration to say
that Japanese corneal transplantation depends on foreign donors. There are two reasons why
corneal donation is rare in Japan. One is related to marked decline of enrollments, after the organ
transplant law went into effective in October 1997, who wish to donate cornea in future. Another
is related to an inefficiency of former enrollments’ contribution to actual corneal donations. The
lack of communications between eye bank associations and other transplant-related associations
might be the background factor.

To develop corneal transplantations in Tokushima Prefecture, it is necessary for Tokushima
eye bank association to establish the system offering more domestic corneal grafts to more corneal
transplant recipients than ever. To that end, the eye bank is required to spread correct knowl-
edge about corneal donation to all healthcare professionals who involved in emergency and end-of-
life care. A government that support all associations involved in corneal transplantation is also

necessary.

Key words : corneal transplantation, foreign donor, organ transplant law, eye bank association,

Tokushima Prefecture





