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Nurse administrators and hospital directors’ perspectives about nurses’ abilities in
performing specific medical practices in hospitals within Tokushima Prefecture

Yuko Yasuhara", Hirokazu Ito", Yumi Kuwamura", Yayoi Umeda”, Yumi Uranishi®, Tetsuya Tanioka",

Kazuya Kondo", Sachi Kishida", and Minoru Irahara"

Dnstitute of Biomedical Sciences, Tokushima University Graduate School, Tokushima, Japan

2>Depurtmenif of health and welfare, Tokushima Prefecture Government, Tokushima, Japan

SUMMARY

The purpose of this survey was to determine nurse administrators and hospital directors’ per-
spectives about nurses’ abilities in performing specific medical practices in hospitals in Tokushima
Prefecture. The nurse administrators and hospital directors of all hospitals (113 hospitals) in
Tokushima Prefecture were invited to respond to a survey questionnaire by mail posted during the
period between February and March of 2015. Responses were received from 46 nurse administra-
tors (response rate, 41%) and 38 hospital directors (response rate, 34%). The obtained data
were analyzed using descriptive statistics and the narrative descriptions summarized. Majority
of responses from nurse administrators and hospital directors were accepting that nurses have
responsibilities for administering medicines such as tranquilizers, anti-anxiety and anticonvulsant
drugs. This result was not affected by the size of the hospital, in which fifty four percent (54%) of
respondents were from hospitals with less than 100 beds. In Japan, only hospitals with 100 beds or
more may have procedures involving highly invasive treatments. Because of this, many of the
respondents answered “not applicable” to statements in the questionnaire which were related to
invasive treatments. Recruitment of nurses, strategies to cope with accidents and education cur-
riculum were important concerns of nurse administrators and hospital directors which remain to

be answered in future investigations.

Key words : nurses’ abilities in performing specific medical practices, Tokushima Prefecture, nurse

administrators, hospital directors





