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A Study of Geographical-Dialect in Awaji Island
—Potato,Sweet Potato, Taro—

Sakoguchi Yukako' Kishie Shinsuke'
Abstract

In this study, we have analyzed the results of the survey done about the
dialects around the Awaji island. This analysis was done by using GIS,
which is a new tool to analyze the information scientifically in terms of time
and space.

The purpose of my study is to clarify how the dialects of Awaji island
have changed over time by comparing dialectal data shown in “Linguistic
Atlas of Seto Inland Sea” (1974) with our latest data including 1999’s data.

A comparison between the results of these data was conducted by using
the GIS, which has helped us find the change in the geographical range of
the dialect. By using the GIS we can obtain a lot of useful details about the
geographical range of the dialects; for example, we can see the effect TV
has had on the spread of standard Japanese dialect to other areas. Also, we
are able to discover more about the change or evolution of the language. I
believe that studying the evolution of languages from the past to the present
using geographical information, such as GIS, is extremely important in

showing how the languages have changed and evolved.

i Doctoral Course Graduate School, Tokushima Univ., JSPS Research Fellow
ii Professor, Faculty of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Tokushima Univ.
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