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Bleeding from the fourth hemorrhoidal artery after ALTA sclerosing therapy for internal
hemorrhoids : a case report

Hidenori Miyamoto"*, Michihito Asanoma?, Hideyuki Miyamoto", and Mitsuo Shimada®

VDepartment of Proctologic Surgery, Shiseikai Miyamoto Hospital, Anan-shi, Tokushima, Japan
% Department of Digestive Surgery and Transplantation, Institute of Health Biosciences, the University of Tokushima Graduate
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SUMMARY

A 69-year-old man was referred to our hospital for aluminum potassium sulfate and tannic acid
(ALTA) sclerosing therapy for bleeding internal hemorrhoids. After two months from the first
ALTA sclerosing therapy, he had recurrence with bleeding on defecation. The ALTA injection on
the left anterior hemorrhoidal artery (one o’clock position) stopped bleeding. One o’clock position
hemorrhoidal artery existed in 58.6% and called fourth hemorrhoidal artery. We first recognized
pulsation of hemorrhoidal artery by the Doppler ultrasound probe and then we performed ALTA

sclerosing therapy.

Key words : aluminum potassium sulfate and tannic acid (ALTA), bleeding, internal hemorrhoids,

fourth hemorrhoidal artery





