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‘Abstract

Jane Austen s novels were written when the Enghsh novel was
developing, so it is clear that Austen absorbed various elements of
literature of her age and created the original style of her own. In Austen’s
- novels there exists the conspicuous factors of plays in the Elizabethan Age.
Indeed, Austen had enormous enthusiasm for plays of Shakespeare, who
was one of her favorite dramatists. Shakespeare’s comedies greatly
"contribute to Austen’s cultivation of her comic spirit and selecting the
main theme in her novels, or self-discovery. |

This essay is concerned with a critical comparison of Austen’s novels
and Shakespeare’s comedies, especially comparing Emma with Twelfih
Night, and Pride and Prejudice with Much Ado about Nothing. Both
Austen and Shakespeare write their works about mistaking pretence for
truth, which are described comically and vividly.

By the way, there are two kinds of mistaking pretence for truth in
Austen and Shakespeare. Many comic characters or fools in their works
make these mistakes, but they do not go through the inner changes By
these mistakes, so they cannot awake from their illusions in the essential
meaning, while heroines, even if they mistake pretence for truth in the
“same way, can realize their inner changes through these errors. As a result,
- heroines can attain self-awareness or self-discovery from delusion, which
is the most important theme of Austen and Shakespeare.
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“But Shakespeare one gets acquainted with without knowing how. It is a part of an

2 Jane Austen’s Letters, edited by R. W. Chapman (Oxford Univ. Press, 1959), To
Anna Austen, Sept 9 [1814]



Englishman’s constitution. His thoughts and beauties ‘are so spread abroad that one
touches them every where, one is intimate with him by instinct.---No man of any brain
can open at a good part of one of his plays, without falling into the flow of his
meaning immediately.” ‘

“No doubt, one is familiar with Shakespeare in a degree” said Edmond, “from

~ one’s earliest years. His celebrated passages are quoted by every body; they are in half
the books we open, and we all talk Shakespeare, use his similes, and describe with his
descriptions; but this is totally distinct from giving his sense as you gave it. To know
- him in bits and scraps, is cominon enough; to know him pretty thoroughly, is, perhaps,

not uncommon;...” >
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Miss Austen understood the smallness of life to perfection. She was a great artist, |
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equal in her small sphere to Shakespeare... What I really said was that, in the nartow
sphere of life which she delineated, she plctured her characters as truthfully as
7 Shakespeare
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75, EIZ Jane & Bingry OFEFIZ DV T hH, Bennet KD tERIHIL DK
& LA ki, Darcy 28 Elizabeth OFBEO BB R MEMBE LB L TNl & & ®
HEND, BRIZEZ CTHILT Elizabeth b T2 HELRDEH2ET, 80
DR HEBEL., BRICE Db T Darey x93 [EHE] 2RL-> T
ZEARRL, I THRABYD TECEA>TLBURTEOTHS, M,
BRI BB E L VIRA LD -0, BHBRT, pOTEB T2
LE—ELENPoZE DED Dacy BIEBRMANTHLSDOTH D,

~~75. Darcy B & %, Elizabeth 2> bW UV FEEE A X - T IC, AW, LA
DEFPEBIARERE > VWS BRTOEOERSEZRE L. NEMIICX
ELERLTWDTH D, T3 IFB] »LOIBERE LTO THE 2
hE B, |

“... Oh! how heartily did she grieve over every ungracious sensation she had gver
encouraged, every saucy speech she had ever directed towards him. For herself she
was humbled; but she was proud of him. Proud that in a cause of compassion and
honuor, he had been able to get the better of himself. ... -

EHE T Bennet ZOFSHIE B % K i>d % Elizabeth D%k Lidia & Wickam

DBRTHELOEENEZ 525, Darcy BRAL, ZAZBE~E N2 & T,
Elizabeth DT /2 Darcy ~DRRIZEEEBE~ LB L TN & &k
B, EDRESR, Elizabeth b Darcy b BEWEZBUTEOZMY ., EVOEEM
 EER+ARBOEIATEREBRLL I EBHRDBEICREDTHD, Z I,
CBBABMO [HE) & THEE), 2L C TASRE ~LVOTF—vRREICSE
R B, bITPHERIZHEER L Elizabeth iZ & > T, ZADENOHEZHEHE 0
. BHno0EFEBICERE T ADRBICKAT 5 Darcy DfEE, Catherine de
Bourgh DFFE L& F-oTHEFLEIL2LRV, XFHY. ZOESKIIXKEM %
Mz 5,

“Neither duty, nor honour, nor gratitude,” replied Elizabeth, “have any possible claim
on me, in the present instance. No principle of either, would be violated by my
marriage with Mr. Darcy. And with regard to the resentment of his family, or the
indignation of the world, if the former were excited by his marrying me, it would not

18} Austen, J ane. Pride and Prejudice, (Holt, Rinehalt and Winston, 1967) p. 307.
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give me one moment’s concern---and the world in general would have too mach sense

to join in the scorn.”'®

PAER T& 7 & 912, Austen i Pride and Prejudice (23 >T Elizabeth & Darcy
R (RS CESECOMBLRERAT COBEBICHRAET, £0HT
(kA8 (—E»H=8) & NEEE) (UE), £LC Taa#E#k) (Z{i%) ZE

DERFRBIHNVTWEDOTHD,

IRIZ Much Ado About Nothing % R CH 5 &, ¥E—|X Benedick & Claudio 2%
BT AEBENBWCEERZ 8 S, Beatrice & # DOtk Hero D{ETekf ~IF o
TLBE A% D, Claudio & Hero BNFELEEHEE S O & RBHIC,
Benedick & Beatrice (T8 IT T CEENRHE LS. 220 PHBOMABEALS
N, FLLEBRLEWZEBLTWAERFIREL A Z B> S, Hero &
Claudio DS L . B2 L Z ANPEEY LCREIENPY LTV 5 Beatrice &
Benedick R DO X S I L THIFBIZEDA P EWVIFER Z I CHEREIATWS,

5 T Tid Hero & Clandio DFIBNRIRES, EATLBREIROB2 WA B ET
{Z. Beatrice & Benedick % 9 ‘f%ﬁ@i? I NBRRESEL S EHEL, bX
CEFEA L E SV T, ADCHEFPREPNTWHH EBDES, ET 0%
BEZ Do f= DX Benedick & W5 0T T, FEL+H5 i"E’FﬁFﬁ ERhTv5B &l
aha, '

B =F T Beatrice b HHEXIC LD TAHENF] OBFEREEFECTLE S,
ZAELEOWT A TOEBEBNBHD S ERNICHN TR TRSIEE
EHERL, EMEERESEBR LTV LV BERENLEFICANL DI
BRYEDILE LR AT, BALEILEEE LTOEMUN L 3HIAD X
5ic. BEWIE Ao TLE 5, LA L Benedick & Beatrice & HEDE&RIZH
FENTED., “ADHE~DOBER (82T KE-oTEILEDDIRT
9. BEILITMBICLPRIRY, ESRKREAREIHEEZH L TWD &
BALI,

%E%Tﬁ*ﬁ%wﬁfi%%ﬁ@ Don John }Z & - T Hero DRH %18 CirE Shi-
Claudio 2 IFRD H 4 Hero PREETAEANED BN, o— He, g%
B SN TRz ¥ /2 H> o 7z Benedick & Beatrice I3 H Y DEFOKFHLEIBE L
I\ >, Hero DEEA{Z L CED Beatrice 28 [#% & - T Claudio #5% LT
By LFRx B L, Benedick BZBADOEDICHERKICEERZRMITH L WVWIKE A

1) Ibid, p. 338.
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Bene. 1 do love nothing in the world so well as you: is not that strange?

Beat. As strange as the tlﬁng I know not. It were as possible for me to say 1 loved
nothing so well as you; but believe me not, and yet I lie not; I confess nothing,
nor I deny nothing . I am sorry for my cousin.

Bene. Enough! I am engaged, I will challenge him. I will kiss your hand, and so
leave you. By this hand, Claudio shall render me a dear account ...'"”

I T TASOER T, BENTOERY AR TTCoALLOLBE LD
oht?iéDTﬁ@PﬁéﬁﬂoEmiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfwmﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ%
5,

%E%fmmwﬁnKMﬁm,itfi%%%wﬁﬁjm%®W%1bot
T EMRETEN., CAOTBLAEDLS D L3R,

'~ Bene. Come, I will have thee; but by this light, I take thee for pity. , _
Beat. 1 would not deny you; but, by this good day, I yield upon great persuasion, and
partly to save your life, for I was told you were in a consumption. '

Ly » . [ ] * L) . - - e L * L4 L] - L4 - - L - R4 L . L ] L] . * . - * * » » . L4

Bene. T’11 tell thee what, prince; a collage of wit-crackers cannot flout me out of my
" humour. Dost thou think I care for a satire or an epigram? No; if a man will be
~ beaten with brains, a’ shall wear nothing handsome about him. In brief, since 1
do purpose to marry, I will think nothing to any purpose thatfthe world can say
‘against it; and therefore never flout at me for whét I have said against it, for

man is a giddy thing, and this is my conclusion.'® ‘

SEbx] LB BVvENWEWS I’;@“?@,; i‘i TR E oo b olt
B ECHRbAN, TOEBB NI v 270k d IXE) 28BRTHZ & T,
Benedick & Beatrice b B4y DR EIZE A&, AYOBEHEMB LS THER

17) Shakespeare, William. Much Ado About Nothing (Houghton Mifflin Company,
1974), p. 354. 4
18) Jbid p. 362.
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O ABEEHRAIOTHA, b, TOEB MY v VOREENSLVOE
T TR REZ -8, AR, 91D TBEVWOERRELEFEICEME.
HOBKRTO [HOHEHE KRAEHEELEZENRADTHS, LTI
BERRRELAHMAZEZ 50 TH D, ‘

Z O Shakespeare BIOHAICIT 348 b [HER) LIED TEMNA b
o ZIZEoThEbENsDTHLN, £ IEiF 2538 ABD
rPkA) & THEE), 2L T THCRBS KEBLWVH AT, Austen DES &
AL ThD, PCLTZORKELHS THDHEH#E OF — <L Austen &
Shakespeare D Z I BT AEERT — < L BRAShTRNTH S 9o

&

Austen % Shakespeare & AW 0iT) & THE)] ORYVELIOTF —v2EH
MABCEIL, LT rA L OFELRELTERFICHOTWS, 27, E
BN, RiC TRV EAZD] MENEZLLEICLTHEDZ L TH
BB LEZTD Z kv, HHEIAENLERT TBORRI ~& THE)
THZELEBRLTRVDOTH D, —H . ZHRIEMLT, v 38 eDIEY
BEAZIOBRVEERTHSZIETCREC THORM ~& (B8 LT DTH
5, ZDEuA LOEBRTS THE] 60 [EER], LT TaC8R#) ~&
EVT—~2PORETHEBOBMLEE > TN TV D & Z AT Austen &
Shakespeare DIEBICKITARLEELRLUALRRHE LD TEHALEWES 5 b,

AR E . NP EAE LT E P — AR S RV R B b DR TR
7= Austen DO/NERIZ L. Austen 23 B D SLRIZ BT A2 S EREFEENICER
SO AR, RITEREABRYPELT, MEBONBRHAEZEAH LT BESRA
ZEDBHED, EBE, Austen D Juvenilia (TEBBHETEMINTREY . BYIOKE
#3/NER Northanger Abbey IS BEFRIT LTV Ty Z/AGRO A F ¢ | R E
DUE DT B Sense and Sensibility bR NROBBCH o/, L L. 25
LI LB OSSR & O S BRABO P Th . S OEBS O% RO A
CEOEBBOEEVCIEEERES OB b2 LFER L L BD Th
Do ZDOEWT, Austen BPEBIMNOLERLTIBZEITAZ 4L, HIZHEBID
Z< DHLOEFCIRR L, FRE2MEOPRBRICENLL TV o2 LIiXEE
WOENEETHS D, | -
 BLE. Shakespeare iX Austen DFIZEAT L TCWEERTHY | EHEN LS
LEELAARVETEH, TORBMERELES LT, 2R AMONEYT —<
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HH< FikE B T ETh. Shakespeare 7% Austen LFITE KR EMRE L
LLELBRDEDTHS, | |



