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Transformation of Tuition Fee System of Public Universities in China

Guoxing XU

Tuition fees of public universities are greatly increasing in recent years in China. Many researchers have made
an attempt to examine the effects of rising fee on students’ enrollment behavior. However, there is no systematic
analysis of the causes of fee increase, and the causal relations between the fee rising and the expansion of
higher education.

This péper will focus on the following four points: (1) the history of university fees, (2) the present situation
of tuition fees, (3) the mechanism responsible for the fee rising, (4) the relation between the rising of fees and
the higher education expansion.

The findings of this article are as follows: (1) The transformation of fee system is not from free-fee one to
high-fee one directly, but through several transitive phases in which various fee policies were experimented by
the central government. (2) The present standard of tuition fee is very high. Fee average is up to 5000 yuan
every year. And the amount of fee collected by different institutions varies greatly according to university and
department’s prestige. (3) Each institution of higher education played an important role in the process of fee ris-
ing. The central government changed the fee policies, which gave each institution an arbitrary power to decide
its fee level and how to spend it partly. (4) Consequently, the fee rising in public universities gave an incentive

to every institution and directly promoted the expansion of the higher education.
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