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The Meanings of Classes and Courses in the Civil Society

—Quantitative Analysis on Social Education and Local Self-Governments—

Tomoko SATO

In contemporary political circumstances, civil society is expected to play more important role. That’'s why we

need to give much thought to the role of local governments on social education. The purpose of this paper is

to examine the significance of “classes and courses” provided for social educational facilities and administrative

agencies.

First, I focused on volunteers as a major actor of the civil society and analyzed the relationship between mo-

tivations of citizens to participate in volunteer activities and “classes and courses”. Secondly, I noticed regional

varieties of the conditions for the local governments to provide “classes and courses” and speculated about

“Local Optimum” from the aspect of administration of social education.
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