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Differentiations and Ambivalence of Femininity in the Women’s Student Culture

Yasushi OCHI“Eiji KIKUCHI,“Takao KATO, "Keiko YOSHIHARA

Many gender studies are based on the concept of patriarchy which stresses the
dichotomous distinction between women and men and which focuses on men's
domination over women. But, in reality, women cannot be understood by the single
category of “women” which is implicitly presupposed in the theory of patriarchy. They
consist of multiple and differentiated layers. And the mechanisms through which
femininity and domesticity are produced and reproduced should be reconsidered from the
point of both feminine culture and the pratique or strategic actions of women.

In this paper, the data from the survey of the women undergraduate students (for
details, see Section 1) are analyzed both quantitatively and qualitatively. In Section I,
quantitative data are analyzed from the viewpoints of feminine socialization and
housework practices (chapter A), feminine culture of consumption, domesticity and
object-favoritism (chapter B), relationships between marital and professional perspectives
(chapter C) and “conservatization” by two types of feminine strategic actions (chapter
D). In Section M, the qualitative data (free description) are analyzed concerning the
future expectation (chapter A), advantageous and disadvantageous experiences of being
women (chapter B), and transformation of notions about males and marriage
(chapter C). The perspective of “differentiation and ambivalence of femininity” is
effective to analyze the (post-) modern gender relations.
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