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—— The Possibility of Opening Universities for Intergenerational Understanding ——

Eriko NAKAGAWA

In Japan opening universities or colleges for adults has remarkably developed in these 20years.
But [ am afraid it is available for older learners. On the other hand many programs for older people
which had been derived from the educational models of American community colleges, called
Koureisha Daigaku or Tyouju Gakuen, have started in this decade. Then is it possible to provide
these programs for older people as university or college education programs, and that, in the way
more corresponding to community needs?

From this point of view, I am going to introduce university or college programs specifically
designed for retired adults, especially member-driven one, called LIR : Learning in Retirement, which
has developed since the 1980’s and now spread over 160 universities or colleges in US.A. The

analysis of this developmental process of the model will show us how and why universities or colleges

dare to provide such programs for older learners.

Then we will find the possibility of opening higher

education for the intergenerational understanding between young adults and the elderly.
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