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The purpose of this paper is to examine the definition of “the right to learn” in Adult Education
in Japan. The paper will first review two different views on the definition of “the right to
learn”. One considers “the right to learn” as a concept that is based on the education legal
system. The other defines the concept from the perspective of human rights. The former
approach does not cover minorities’ right to learn which can not be guaranteed equal access to
learning. The latter one focuses on the problem of right to learn for minorities, which requires
further development. Secondly, based on the re-examination of the two different viewpoints,
this essay will argue that there is a need to take into consideration “the third generation of
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human rights” by examining its nature and significance. Finally, the paper will conclude that

“the right to learn” should be considered from the perspective of “the third generation of human

rights”.
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