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SUMMARY

Clinical Experience with Aortic Connector System

Hideki Moriyama et al., Depariment of General and Cardiothoracic Surgery, School of Medicine,
Kanazawa University, Kanazawa, Japan

From April to December 2002, 40 patients underwent coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG)
using the St. Jude Medical (Minneapolis) Symmetry bypass system (aortic connector system :
ACS). 59 proximal anastomoses (51 saphenous vein grafts, 8 radial artery grafts) were perfor-
med with the ACS. One saphenous vein graft occluded during operation. Postoperative evalua-
tion of the anastomotic patency was carried out by angiography in 45 grafts. Five of the
saphenous vein grafts were occluded (5/38). Onepatient who was shock state before operation
presented with postoperative unconsciousness. Another patient died at 8th postoperative day
caused by ventricular fibrillation. We conclude that the ACS produces a simple, quick way of
performing the proximal anastomosis without the need for clamping the aorta, allows reducing
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risk of embolization by aortic manipulation. However, it is necessary to discuss sufficiently
using the ACS, because the graft patency with the ACS is lower than with standard suturing

technique.
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