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Minami Nobuko’s View of Early Childhood Education and Children
Analyzed through the Practices at the Tsurumachi Kindergarten
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Abstract

In this paper, I clarify Minami Nobuko’s practice at Tsurumachi Kindergarten through the activities,
lives, and plays recorded in the primary historical material The Album to Commemorate the Completion of
its Seventeenth Year (1942).

Minami Nobuko notes that she deeply understood the wishes and the deep thoughts of each child,
and that they expressed their imaginative and creative ideas freely in their play. It also recorded some
Christian events under the influence of the wartime nationalistic regime, and the instruction of the “National
Christian Educational Association.” At the same time, however, the materials showed that the children’s
activities at the kindergarten were reflective of wartime society.


https://core.ac.uk/display/196742695?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

18 A SRR

#35% 2018 3

Minami Nobuko’s practice of education showed that there were various kinds of fun activities carried out

at the Christian Kindergarten during the wartime period, such as creating original art of the children’s free

will, thythm, make-believe games, drama, and conversations leading to other activities. Even in a wartime

period, she respected the honest mind of each child and cherished prayer to God with children. That was

what Minami's liberal education was about.
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