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Abstract

Osaka Kagai originated in the Edo period. It included four areas: Sonezakishinchi (Kita-no-shinchi),
Nanchi, Shinmachi, and Horie. Each area had different characteristics. A few studies have investigated
their past and characteristics in the history of entertainment. This study analyzed the general situation of
each Kagai, based on historical documents of the Meiji period. Moreover, changes in Kita-no-shinchi
and Nanchi caused by the Great Fire of Kita-ku (1909) and the Great Fire of Minami-ku (1912) were
examined using newspaper articles. Subsequently, box-office records of “Osaka Haru-no-Odori” were
analyzed, which indicated the superiority of Kita-no-shinchi and Nanchi indicated. It is considered that
this superiority resulted from reform of Kagai carried out in the end of the Meiji period. Furthermore, after
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the Kagai reform at the end of Meiji period, Kita-no-shinchi supposedly became an open space to society,

mediated by traditional performing arts.

Keywords

Great fire in Osaka, Kita-no-shinchi, Nanchi, Abolition of prostitution and kashizashiki (X FEE),

The prosperity of the kagai s entertainment
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