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Abstract

Post-war research on the Restoration Period (bakumatsu-ishinki: c. 1840-1877) that defines national power
as “absolutist” has continued since before the war. As a result, the Restoration Period has been largely argued
on the basis of research results focused heavily on one specific region, and while the viewpoints have been
challenged, later qualitative research that emphasizes political process has been suggested, and allows the
development of a different approach to Restoration Period research. Furthermore, even though the Restoration
Period is a time of great upheaval, the relative lack of attention paid it by a compared to the amount of research
from post-restoration historians is a definite issue when studying this period. This thesis recognizes the change
aspects of the period, and from a pre-modern point of view, aims to give a proof-based and specific explanation
of the dismantling process of the domain government. The domain in question is Kaga, due to its strong
emphasis on continuous leadership by the Maeda lords. This thesis also takes as its stance “Domain Policy”
(hanze) and “Human Resources™ (jinzai) .

In the Kaga Domain in the Restoration Period, the concept of “House” (ie) continuation was a vital
prerequisite and definition of “Domain Policy” . And, using “human resources” with superior abilities, posted
in appropriate locations, it managed to develop political movements. However, through the example of the
Kaga Domain, we can see how in the Meiji Period domain autonomy vanishes with the requirement to follow
Meiji Government policies, and with that the role of the “Human Resources™ and recently-developed “Domain
Policy” change. When domain registers were returned to the Crown, the importance of the Domain “House”
continuation lessens, and finally the domain ceases to exist with its lord now living in Tokyo.
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