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Abstract

In the twentieth century, the remarkable development of reproductive control
technologies including contraception and abortion has enabled women to control their
reproductive capabilities. Such advancement, however, has been strangely neglected by
Japanese critics. In this paper I wish to demonstrate that this gap could be explained
from the lack of reproductive options available in Japan.

The first part of the paper illuminates the present international consensus of
reproductive rights in terms of technology, policy-making and ethical considerations. As
a result of technological development in tandem with calls for women’s rights, the global
community has recognized reproductive rights as a human right in the 1990s.

The second part‘deals with the problem of disregard to women’s reproductive health
and rights among Japanese. Evidence reveals that Japanese couples’ methods of
reprodﬁctive control are technically limited. Such technological lags together with
ultrasounds, which humanizes the fetuses, reinforce the fetus-centered view and further
stigmatize abortion, jeopardizing the commitment to women’s rights.

I have concluded that obstructions of reproductive control technologies which
compound the ethical dilemmas should be replaced with the refined evidence-based
methods such as medical abortion using RU486, thus releasing women from excessive
guilt, and in so doing, empowering them to be in control of their reproductive life.



RXBERROESR

AT, ATHESTHEZD CHBRBROEE. FIESCHEEIZOWT, HHINL TV HEWH
OR[APOTFe—F L, BEREAESRVCERIBITIZ2HME YV IaF 7T 40 - 54V %D
CHRWE ZHWATHERNLEDLOTH B,

F—HMTREBESICIBITRY FuF s a 08Ky, Ao bo— A ERoRE.
VFuF 740 - SAYVDOHH., 7= I=AMGBELEOBEMNLER LTS, §—ET
BRI 7 r7a ilEobaREENORBEZRSICERL, 20 g EICRELLEHL
TORESEBRAT & FRABATIC L o T, MR L PROBERBRIIBLE, FEABRIERIIT S, BE
CHRDOOEDETTRAUBAEBINEENICEDLD Z LABTEIR -T2l L 2HLMNIC
Lic, BIETEHPEEZHRH T 2EROBMMBHEIC L 5 Pl b @A DRBERPELE
RBELBEST ZE~, SHICARORRAZER LT BIE~LHLLZZ L, E#IZBITZY
TREIT 4T« FTAVDHBERIIBWTIRY 70 FrT 40« S LIHEICRBEI N
WERHEDEfEREFI L LTHBSIT bR TVWAZ 2k, BZETIRZ ) LERROE
AT EHTERENDI LI CR 0B ROEMELIRILL T 2 RTFHBNO4L AR
LT, ZELHRADOZHEASRKKXB G LT oMELERNTHS LU L, &
DIFH SRR BRI ET A2 H - R AESHEEBRLIS L LTS 723 =X MED
BREzRLl, UEP OB —HO/NMEL LT, BEOHEMABETAELERILLTT 7R
RARY IaFIT 40 - ~AVRFTOHY F L, AT bu— L E#H % LN EEEIZ
ERSITREBBRLa Y Pe—L L TW ZLDERIZHOWVWT, FERLE,

FMTRARIIBITA2FHEOBRKRE, £y b — VKO ERE, hEOEHEE D
HYF, PHEOBHEIZETHIEROBHM L OBEENSERL TS, EMUETCIZARDOTH# -
BRI BT DA AIBI M ORI L LT, PHERICHL TRt RMICKERBEVWZR LA
—5 T, BIEICBAL TIEEMEL TEMEENBV L SN FEOERLERLTWA I L %
B L, BEEETRHARIIBOTHFREBITIORHUENE LI EHLTE B it
FEOBIAEBIBEVRRICHZZLE2FL, ERETIIEOIZ, FEEBEEZEL>>E4E
RiliE (RICEBEREE) CTEERMRPEOEGELETI>E WD (FIARF L F—F)
LoT, ZHEELRHENFERL LTBLEMNBSTOARWI L%, BLECIIPHEBT
DEWHEBRLWIFBOLRVWARICBIT 2HEBHRVBEREMBLRBHEE, BAOLHEE
BlzBWTH YV I o540« SAVOBBEEDONRNVEWVWSHEEHB LA, UEX
DEZEHNEE LT, BN EBEOEBN) a5 4T « AARFTADTI7EREY S
QFI74Y FTAVORERHTFTWAZ L 2RERLE,

FimidfmEime LT, £z P o —LVENORBR LSO Y FuFrTF 47 - S VOR
HEERILELEZLTIE, TETFURICESKCERE LTHREMEB ST 32 L CERE
WMEZYVIOFIT 4T - AR T ERGETHIEERE LTHEESIT., LY LWHEilfe 77
DE|FELEVWIHIERAPOHEOBMEBROEL TN E, 2FELE,

KX DFMIILLTOEY TH B,
1. MEERRORAREI LT —~DRYME, FEOHEY S LHE—H
EERORY) IaFd 747 - FAVOBBLE AROTHRABOBOX vy v 71X, BiL &
NTVEPEEEDOBVVICE>TELTWS, EWVWHBDTHRRMEESRL L-TEY.,
A ba—LEMORBRBLEAZEME LT —<REICL-> T, BXLEOBRLEE



PIBET —BEEZR O LRI LTWD, FERBIZIZEKF. $lE, fEcELTER
%h@ﬁ%®IM%FEL%I ML IR L2EEZHEBEL CHRICBUEE L TWAS

. RERICER S ROBEME, EIEM

_%%&%&cfﬁﬂwﬁﬁ%ﬁéwﬁ ERAARENORREMISEE2OHLETVL,
WS RE LB LITLoT, BREZEALAEAZARLEBRICHERIZIBRHOH
EBRROEND, FHEERM  CRIENEN S HFRLHBORENREBHIN TS LH - -
2, AEERHBXTREELBRD LN, EEHICBELTIXL. IZRBLi-tBY., BER
XHRIZEBZEMITHRERTNS,
3. MAME, YUBMIESBFCBIT3EMRERGTF-2HR

Pz H—DRAEBRY AN T = I =X FREEFROFESFICBVTARRIT, &R
Gy b= AEORBOENVLENEAOKYOBVBAL OFEIZETZEM. GE,
BROBRELEMECEETZZLE, BRLEHNOUBRICEIVRIEL LS & LBk TA
YOHITAOBEVHRETHHLEROOND, £ 5 LEHEFZERSE LT, EREES
ETTREFLLTUNESTD Lo RENEREL, BERICBIT3FRICET IHERICK
EREHRAEZLEBLIBHLDOTH B,
4. MR E LTOERKR LR

BORMBBRWRZRD, BRICFHEOOHIBERIBaLH o7, #HLHRTLE L TOHRK
EERRIFESICHEL TS,

UEicky, FEZASRLZE B L TEARIXEZEBLHELL,



