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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the contents of syllabi to learn how social
action has been taught in social welfare education in Japan after World War II. The analysis
points in the syllabi are 1) a characteristic of social welfare education of each time, 2) the
positioning of social action in social welfare education, and 3) the relationship of a social
action study and social welfare education.

As a result, since social action was performed positively until the 1970s, there were
many opportunities to teach social action through social welfare education. However, when
“welfare reform,” aimed at the restrain of government spending, became a topic of discussion
after the 1980s, social action was not performed much, and opportunities to teach social
action by social welfare education decreased. In other words, the study and education of
social action are impeded today, and is associated to the stagnation of the practice of social
action.

However, in the Code of Ethics of Social Workers, the necessity of performing social
action as a specialist is explicitly spelled out. On the basis of the Code of Ethics of Social
Workers, social welfare education is demanded in order to train a social worker performing
a social action. Therefore, the thesis proposes that 1) the social welfare education has great
importance to the right of social welfare, and 2) communalization of syllabi to improve social
welfare education is critical.
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