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[ Abstract)

The purpose of my thesis is to show that Internet surveys in which respondents are recruited
as panel members are an important tool for social surveys and are suitable for use as preliminary
surveys to allow analysis of the relations between unknown variables.

Because research projects in social science are both complex and sophisticated, large-scale
quantitative surveys are needed. However, the implementation of traditional social surveys is
increasingly difficult because of current limitations. In an effort to advance the state of research in
the social sciences, and particularly in sociology, and to improve the quality of social surveys, we
should critically revisit existing question items and create new items as needed.

In this context, social surveys that are unsuccessful in accomplishing their stated purposes
consume limited resources, and follow-up research necessitates more human resources, higher costs,
and more time. Proposals for new research should avoid pitfalls to the extent possible, which means
that more preliminary surveys will be conducted in advance of large-scale surveys, with the intent of
determining whether new findings would be obtained from new survey items. Therefore, it should be
considered appropriate to employ Internet surveys, including those with non-random sampling and
recruited panels, as preliminary surveys, even in fields for which Internet surveys have not
previously been used for academic research.

Internet surveys covered in this study are of the following types: those that use web surveys
for data collection; and those that recruit respondents from a list of potential respondents that survey
companies use as a sample population (so-called “panels”). Previously, it has not been considered
appropriate to employ Internet surveys in academic research because they rely on non-random
sampling. In addition, owing to the characteristics of Internet surveys, the evaluation of study
feasibility by Internet survey is not considered sufficient, even in the field of survey methodology.

My study is an examination of the similarity in the relations found between variables from
two kinds of surveys. This is done by comparing data obtained through an Internet survey with data
obtained through face-to-face interview surveys of randomly chosen respondents, as is done in
traditional and academic surveys in Japan. According to basic frequently used items (variables) and
conventional analytical models in social psychology as it relates to modern society, the results show
strong similarity between the methods in the relations found between the variables. This is assessed
through correlation difference tests, multiple regression analysis, and multi-population simultaneous
analysis.

The results of my study imply that Internet surveys are suitable for preliminary surveys,
where they could form an important part of social surveys. This may be of use to many in light of the
difficulties surrounding academic social surveys.
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