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Welcoming Remarks
Alphonse Kambu Director

Ishikawa International Cooperation Research Centre (IICRC)

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to this important forum on “the Environment of the Sea of
Japan and the Diet Culture of Ishikawa”. The Ishikawa International Cooperation Research Centre
(IICRC) is very pleased to be a co-organizer of this forum along with the 21* Century COE of Kanazawa
University and the Ishikawa City College.

IICRC is a special program of the United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS).
We were created jointly by the United Nations University (UNU), the Ishikawa Prefectural Government
and the Kanazawa City Government in 1996 to conduct research and related activities with the intention
to provide local input into the efforts of UNU on sustainable development and international cooperation.
Currently, IICRC focuses on policy-oriented research on local, regional and global environmental issues
with particular emphasis on responsive institutions. Sometimes environmental problems occur because
our social, legal and economic institutions fail to respond to the changing environment. In this perspective
IICRC aims to critique and reassess existing institutions with the intention to offer options for
improvement, so that institutions respond better to the changing environment.

The theme of this forum environment and diet culture has a very close connection. The relationship is
common sense because food exists in the environment from which we obtain and develop our diet culture.
A corrupted environment would mean contaminated food and water that would be unfit for intake. Thus,
the consumption of contaminated food and water from our environment can cause serious health
complications. Not only will a contaminated environment have direct impacts on human health, but it can
also cause a decline in the supply of food and clean water thus threatening life itself and our diet culture.

Ishikawa has a very special and rich diet culture ranging from sea foods to vegetables and those in
between such as sweets and Japanese rice wine. To name some, kaburazushi, nodoguro, kagayasai,
Japanese cakes (wagashi) and crabs are a few examples. This diet culture is a heritage that was created
and passed on from past generations and we have a duty to maintain and pass it on to the next generation.
In fact, this heritage has been made possible by a clean and safe environment.

However, recently environmental pollution of all kinds have caused the environment to deteriorate in both
quality and quantity threatening this heritage. We have experienced the Nakhodka oil spill that caused
tremendous harm to the environment and even affected the diet culture along the Noto Peninsular. We
continue to experience acid rain in our region which poses serious threats to the environment.
Furthermore, the fish catch by Japan in the Sea of Japan/East Sea between 1989 and 1996 has declined by
46 percent. As can be imagined, some of the causes may be associated with environmental pollution and
destruction. The changes to the environment can certainly have negative implications on our diet culture.

Although the link between environmental safety and our diet culture is commonsensical, we take for
granted at often times this vital link. It is timely now for us to revisit this significant connection and think
of ways to ensure that our heritage is maintained by upholding a safe environment. There are a number of
ways in which we can contribute to positively. One important and immediate step would be to engage in
tasks within our capacities to sustain a safe environment. We are all from different backgrounds and
trades-some of us are from industry and business, others from government and some from research and
educational institutions. Each of us either individually or collectively has roles to play in our homes and
at our workplaces to ensure that we do not contribute adversely to the already changing environment. We
must start with small things as small contributions accumulate and add to bigger outcomes. With these
few words I would like to welcome you again to this forum and wish you a fruitful outcome.

Thank you.
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