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Skin flora of the paralysed hand in chronic elderly hemiplegics.

Kiyoko Izumi, Tomoko Hiramatsu, Katsuko Kanagawa
Yoshimi Nakatani, Eiko Amatsu

Summary

The purpose of this study was to estimate the number of bacteria, the amounts
of odor and perspiration of the palm of the hemiplegic hand in relation to the nursing
care of the patients. The subjects were 20 elderly hemiplegic patients and 11 elderly
non-hemiplegic patients at a geriatric hospital in Ishikawa Prefecture.

To estimate the number of bacteria, a swab from the palms moistened with
sterilized water was streaked on agar media and incubated. Analyzers were used
to measure the perspiration and the odor of the hands.

The results were as follows : The number of bacteria on the palms of hemiplegic
hand was significantly higher than that on the sound hand of the hemiplegic patients.

The palms of the sound hands of the hemiplegic patients carried a little higher
number of bacteria as the palms of non-hemiplegic patients. The bacterial number
on the palm of hemiplegic hand of long-term patients was significantly higher than

that of the short-term patients.

The odor score of the palm of the hemiplegic hand was significantly higher than
that of the sound hand, but there was no difference in the perspiration score.
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