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1. Trade Routes by Sea

Trade and the movement of goods began in the
Neolithic era when human beings began making things.
In the beginning mankind carried goods walking
over land near where they dwelt, gradually creating
trails and a system of transporting goods was born.

As civilization advanced towns and cities were
built with large concentrations of people. In addition
to roadways, rivers and seas began to be utilized to
transport goods. Ships were developed with the capacity
to transport goods in large quantity over long distances.

The Mediterranean and the East China Sea had
sizeable populations on their coasts, and the technology
for shipbuilding and seamanship advanced. Ruins
of harbor facilities and custom houses remain in
various places, and sunken ships and their cargo
reveal a flourishing sea trade from those days.

Asia entered the Era of Great Voyages in the 8th century
A.D. It was the time when two empires, the Abbasid
dynasty ruling the Mediterranean and Persian Gulf in the
west, and the Tang dynasty of China prospered at both
ends of Asia. The two great empires laid the foundation for
the prosperity of succeeding dynasties, transporting large
amounts of goods over long distances by sailing ships, and
exchanging knowledge with people traveling. The main
route for that trade was by sea making use of the monsoons

that passed through the Indian Ocean.

2. The Era of Great Voyages in Asia

The East African coast, Iran and India, Southeast
Asia, the southeastern parts of China, Korea and Japan
exchanged goods over a vast region which elevated the
sophistication of their cultures and enhanced their lives
during the Era of Great Voyages beginning in the 8th
century. Along the continental coastlines port cities were
established that prospered with the growth of maritime
trade. The archaeological relics recovered from this
Asian sea route reveal the opulence of the trade goods

which included a large amount of ceramics and glass. The

existence of a large amount of ceramics recovered from
sunken ships has led to the Asian sea route to be called
the "Ceramics road" in the late 20th century. Although
they were not archaeologically excavated, food and
daily commodities such as rice, vegetables, firewood,
wooden materials, cotton and silk goods and a variety of
handicrafts were shipped to various places utilizing the sea
road. Documents written by Chinese navigators mention
the cargos from those days and their places of origin.

During the second half of the 15th century European
ships explored African coastal areas in the Atlantic, and
in the 16th century Asia, seeking their rich agricultural
products and handicrafts by sailing around the southernmost
end of Africa. After their arrival at Calicut in 1498, unstable
relationships between the Portuguese and Asian merchants
ensued through the first half of the 16th century until a
fortress was built in Macao in 1557. Indian spices that were
very profitable trade items in Europe were now shipped
aboard European ships rather than by Islam merchants.

In the 16th century the American continent was
conquered by Spain and Portugal and trans-Atlantic
voyages became common. Sea routes around the world
were established and global trade began in the first
half of the 16th century. Holland, England, and other
nations joined them in international maritime trade.

There are many people who call the period from the
second half of the 15th century to the middle of the 17th
century, when European ships made their presence in Asian
seas, the Era of Great Voyages, which is completely wrong.
The Era of Great Voyages in Asian seas had long been
flourishing since the 8th century before European ships
intruded and destroyed the prevailing maritime practices and

trading routes established in an earlier era came to an end.

3. Arrival of European Ships to the Asian Seas

The Era of Great Voyages in Asia underwent significant
change with the appearance of European ships. In the 16th
century Portugal annexed major port cities in Asia and built
trading posts along trade routes constructing forts with
ramparts and cannons. Portugal could now monopolize
trade that had once been the source of prosperity for

various Asian port towns. Although the destructive and
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warlike invasion of Asian seas by Portugal gave Portugal
temporary prosperity and control, it did not last long.
Native people revolted, and commercial interests from
other European countries such as Spain, Holland and
England also sent large sailing vessels armed with cannons
to Asian seas and became deeply involved in Euro-Asian
seaborne trade. The major sailing route was through the
Indian Ocean and around the southernmost end of Africa.

Spain took the lead in the sailing routes of the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by developing trade routes
centering on Mexico. Spain conquered the Philippines
in 1571 and the enormous numbers of Chinese and a
small quantity of Japanese ceramics were shipped to the
American continents by Spanish galleons from Manila.
The ceramics road had acquired another Ocean route.

Actions taken by each Asian country varied when
European ships made their appearance in their waters.
In the case of Japan in the 17th century Holland, China
and Korea became trading partners, and Portugal and
Spain which had previously traded with Japan were
completely shut out. Japan disliked the propagation
of Christianity which was politically threatening, and
chose Holland which was involved only in commerce
as her European trading partner. The response to each

European trading partner varied in every area of Asia.

4. Chinese Ceramics Exported by Galleon on the Pacific
Ocean

Galleon ships connecting Manila with America became
active in trans-Pacific trade with Manila as the Asian
trading base for Spain until the middle of the 18th century.
They transported Mexican silver from Acapulco to Manila
and exchanged it for ceramics, silk, etc. shipped there from
China. Although the variety of Chinese products shipped
by galleon from Manila was considerable, the typical
archaeological remain found today are ceramics. A large
amount of ceramics was recovered during the construction
of the Mexico City subway system. Studies conducted
during the second half of the 20th century clearly identify
many Chinese ceramic specimens. Chinese ceramics were
also discovered from Acapulco beaches. Such ceramic

remains provide concrete evidence of the Pacific Ocean
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trade aboard Spanish galleons from Manila. A small
quantity of Japanese ceramics is also included among them
which serve to document trade between Japan and America
at an early stage, and indicate that the trade between

Japan and Manila was conducted by Chinese junks.

5. Expansion of Ceramic Road Centering on Mexico
Studies of trade via the sea road are popular in Asia and
they are generally called the ceramic road due to the fact
that ceramics symbolically represent the products carried
via the sea road. The ceramic road in Asia transported
goods to different parts of Asia during the early Era of
Great Voyages in Asia. After European ships appeared in
Asia, the ceramic road spread to the Pacific Ocean and the
Atlantic Ocean as well. Viewed from China or Japan, the
ceramic road reaches Mexico crossing over the Pacific
Ocean to the east. When ruins of European buildings in
North America are excavated, Chinese ceramic pieces
present themselves. The number of Chinese ceramics found
in Mexican sites is large. Chinese and Japanese ceramics
excavated from ruins are on display in Cuban museums,
and a collection of Chinese ceramics found in Mexico,
Peru and Guatemala can also be studied. These materials
show us how large the volume of Chinese ceramic exports
that were transported from Jingdezhen in the 16th century
onward. Cheaper ceramics from Fujian province of China
were also found. These were all distributed worldwide.
The ceramic road extending to the west passes over West
Asia and Europe. It further crossed the Atlantic Ocean. It
is well known that European ceramics were carried to the
American continents. Chinese ceramics may have been
shipped to America from Europe as well. The American
continents occupy the central position of trade between
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The ceramic road via the
sea has grown bigger and complicated and is now used as
historical materials for the study of world trade. Studies
are being carried out to clarify chronological changes in

trade patterns and the production sites of these goods.

6. Cultural Exchange by Trade Ceramics
When ceramics were shipped in large quantity from a

remote area utilizing the oceans, the impact was felt by each
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local ceramic tradition in various ways. It was common for
the importing areas to copy the vessel forms and designs
of Chinese ceramics. Japanese ceramics have been largely
and frequently influenced by Chinese ceramics. At the same
time Japanese ceramics also had influences on China and
Europe. European ceramics have received major influences
from West Asian ceramics, but they were also influenced
by vessel forms and designs of the ceramics transported
from China and Japan via the sea route. Similarly on the
American continents, the ceramics of Puebla in Mexico is
an example that reveals Chinese influences.

A study of the influence of Chinese ceramics on local
traditions is demonstrated by a well known example of a
copied design called "Fuyoude, or confederate rose pattern,
or most popular Krrack ware style design". Plates and
bowls with this design were made largely in the Jingdezhen
kilns in China and were displayed in the baroque palaces
of European royalty. This design was copied most notably
by the Delft kilns in Holland. Mexican Puebla kilns also
copied the same design. Puebla made the ceramic forms
and designs influenced by China, Spain and Holland,
where the same designs were in common use. Puebla was
a great melting pot of ceramic techniques. The East Indian
Company of Holland placed an order for 56,700 pieces
with Japanese kilns at Hizen in 1659 and European tastes
and preferences came to affect the designs and vessel
forms of Japanese ceramics. Studies of the production
kilns in Hizen and the trade to Europe are well known.

Production and distribution, designs and vessel form, and
the difference of usage based on different ways of living
are the major themes for the study of ceramics recovered
from the seaborne ceramic road. Studies of the sunken
ships provide information of the actual products preferred
in various areas. Three comparative studies that are ceramic
production places, distribution patterns through sunken
ships, and the nature of consumer cultures will provide

insights into the phenomena of seaborne ceramic trade.

7. Up-to-date Studies of Seaborne Trade Ceramics
The seaborne trade routes in Asia, namely the "ceramic
road" have been extensively studied, especially in Japan,

Korea and China. The study of the ceramic road spread
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from Asia to Europe. It has now developed into the study
of vast regions including America. Analyses of the places
of production, dating, the combining and usage of goods
which are found in ancient and medieval ruins of various
regions are being undertaken. Comparative studies of Asia
and America including influences, namely, similarity of
vessel forms and ceramic designs will serve to identify
regional cultures in different areas. A study from such
a view point is a fresh approach to this subject. This
symposium is the latest exploration and discussion of the

seaborne ceramic road.
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