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Demonstrative Pronouns in Chinese Dialects:
Observations from the Geographical Distribution of

Classification by Initials

CHEN I-Chun

Abstract

The demonstrative pronoun is a basic vocabulary category used for indicating a
thing, a place, a direction, and can reflect a speaker’s concept of space and distance.

Lyons (1977) claims that personal pronouns, in general, evolved from demonstrative
pronouns. However, this hypothesis has not been proven for Chinese.

In this study, I examine the historical changes of demonstrative pronouns, as
reflected in present-day Chinese dialects by mapping the distribution of their forms. A
syllable initial consonant based analysis is introduced to classify the forms of
demonstrative pronouns. I also compare them with the types of the Old Chinese
demonstrative pronouns.

This study also offers new materials to clarify the relationship between personal



120 AR SEEDR

#23%5 2012. 3

pronouns and demonstrative pronouns. For this purpose, I create a map of 3rd

personal pronouns, and compare it with these maps for demonstrative pronouns.
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Demonstrative pronouns, Chinese Dialect, Dialect Geography
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