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The Perception of People with Disabilities in Modern China

— Based on Interviews with People with Disabilities and Non-disabled

Graduate School of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies

DU Lin

Abstract

To improve the well-being of people with disabilities, and clarify the perception of disability in modern
China, I interviewed people with disabilities in China. Specifically, this study aims to discuss the living
conditions of people with disabilities and what they think of themselves, as well as non-disabled people’s
perception of disabilities. Subsequently, | examine the problems of the current situation and the welfare
policy for people with disabilities in China.

The survey data indicated that people with disabilities have experienced discrimination and social
exclusion in a variety of ways and feel "a sense of powerlessness" that they have become "accustomed to"
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the discrimination, or feel that "we're unable to be understood." Additionally, family members of people

with disabilities also believe that "avoid the world" or "feel ashamed"” due to the traditional prejudices

that exist on this subject. On the other hand, non-disabled perceive people with disabilities as "they" and

themselves as "we." Thus, it was found that discrimination does exist.

From the results of this analysis, it is clear that people with disabilities have been discriminated and

excluded in different ways because of the deep-rooted misunderstanding and prejudice that is prevalent in

the modern China.
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