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The Space Performance Created by Agnolo Gaddi in the Basilica of Santa Croce
The Study of the Decorative Art Techniques in Gaddi’s Fresco and Its Relationship with the Sunlight in the Chapel

®
N PN T

1 . 1
Nozomu Etoh', Masaaki Omura

[BEE] 74V vz ry - 70—F o HEFAFENICH PN CBEN [BE+5205] (23, REFERICEDNZ
LEMEARE DRSS & ZAHIHERTE 5o BEBOFEAD S 600 Fd T 0 2N E72HAETIE, ORI AR ER R
ICX 2T, UHOLKEHIZT S I LI TE R, FEBEBIHEA SNz 2 0B, 2ZBCHEOFBTHLYIT R -
TUA TEMIL S [BAFRE] OF A 2 VKD, MERHROMYNMED 2O DRRRHEETF =T DAS ) v 7 &
FBUC L7220 727200 b 0TI v, EETHALT—=a0 - Fy 7425, ENESEEICL L MH L5602 M@ L §
572002, [AHEGEE 7T 2 S RAICH L 72 WTRIEDSE 2 b b AR TIEE 3, LEMEMEEOETZE LT8R
HONEDOR R % FFEMIIWI S 2 L7ze WIS, LIRS Bt L BERN O RSEO M2 5, 7 — = 2 12 & 5L N
DZERIHERBIZOWTEE L 72

[Abstract] We can see the vestiges of decorative art techniques in which metallic leaves are lavishly used in “The Legend of the True Cross’
painted by Agnolo Gaddi in the Basilica of Santa Croce, Italy. However, since the birth of the fresco to the present day (more than 600 years
later), the majority of the colors have faded or turned black and we are unable to see it’s original form. The implementation of these techniques
into the fresco is not just a desire to create a metallic motif or decoration for expressing deific subjects inspired by the cycle in “The Legend of the
True Cross’ by Jacobus de Voragine. I hypothesize about the possibility that Agnolo Gaddi used these metallic leaf techniques efficiently to create
a sacred space of light inside the Basilica. In this study, I first demonstratively showed the visual effects of the light of the metallic leaves through

restoring the decorative art. Then I discuss how Agnolo Gaddi presented the space in the church through his allocation of these techniques

within the fresco in conjunction with the sunlight within the main chapel.
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