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Are The Library Shelves
Empty Now That Digital
Books Have Arrived?

®



Debborah Smith, Shelley
Kinash and Jeffrey Brand

Imagine if it was possible for students to carry dll of their
textbooks with them at dll times becuuse the books weighed
less than 700y in fotal und they fitted edusily info a small bay.
Then imagine that within those books, the content uppeurs
to come to life. Touch u word und it provides u definition or
a franslution info unother lunhguuye. Touch u picture und it
transforms info un aunimation or a video. An invisible tutor is
present checking the reuder’s knowledge of the content und
providing not just immediute feedbuck, but dlso indicating
which content should be studied. Do you heed u hew book
us soon us possible? No problem, with little more than the
touch of u button you cun own it und be reudiny it. Whut if
you do not wunt the whole book? That is okay too; just buy
the chapter you want, This might ull sound fanciful or futuristic.
However, for some leurners it is their contemporury redlity.
Electronic textbooks mauke ull of these scenaurios u redlity.
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An electronic book (ulso known us dn
ebook, e-book or digitul book) is u text-
and imuye-bused publicution in diyitdl
form, produced on, published by, und
reuduble on computers or other digitul
devices. In its simplest form, it is u diyitised
version of u printed text, u PDF version for
exumple, which cun be reud on screen
or be printed out to be reud. There is
dlso what is more commonly known us
the enhunced (or enriched) ebook, in
which the content is presented through u
variety of mediu: text, imuge, video, und
audio, und there exists the possibility of
intferaction, for exumple with yuizzes that
give instunt feedbuck, or other fedtures
such us dynumic visudl models or mups
which cun be maunipuluted. An excellent
exumple of this formuat is the ironic awaurd-
winhing ode tfo print book series, The
Fuantustic Flying Books of Mr Morris Lessmore
(2011) by Moonbot Studio, in which the
reader cun follow the words (in their
choice of ten different lunguuyes), listen
(or not) to the story beiny nurrated, heur
sound effects, und watch und manipulaute
the delightful animated illustrations.
Further exumples come from Touchpress,
which hus produced u series of enhunced
ebooks in science und literature feuturing
videos, unimations and 3D visuuls that
cun be mMmunipuluted by the reuder,
for instunce Solar System (2012) und
Shakespeure’s Sonnets (2012).

The most udvaunced digital textbooks
use uduptive technoloyy. Eurlier this
year, McGraw-Hill announced that
it would be releusing the SmaurtBook,
an  etextbook which incorporutes
complex ulgorithms to  continuully
assess students” knowledye, skill und
confidence levels us they move through
the book. At the beyinning of euch
chupter, students dre given un overview
of the content, und they then unswer
a series of yuestions presented by the
soffwaure. Bused on their responses they
dre yiven recommendutions for the
muteridl they should study, und their
progress continues to be tracked und
recommenddations are mude uccording
to their progress. Ruther thun the student
having to udupt to fit the teauchiny, the
book udupts to meet the heeds of the
diverse ledarner.
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The Horizon Report is o widely
respected publication that considers
the impuct of emerying techholoyies
in educution und offers insight into their
relevunce for teuchiny, leurning, und
credtive inquiry. Euch yeuar, six emerging
technoloyies or practices thut are likely
to enter mainstream use ure highlighted,
with d likely timeframe for adoption. The
Horizon Report first noted ebooks in 2010
and smart objects in 2009 us emeryging
technoloyies thut, when combined,
muy chunyge both students” dnd
teuchers’ notions of reading dll toyether.
Notubly, the potentiul for ebooks wus
not fully understood as the 2010 Horizoh
Report stauted only that ebooks “promise
to reduce costs, save students from
currying  pounds of textbooks, und
contribute to the environmentul efforts
of puper-conscious cumpuses”. The
report did nhot forecust the potentiul
for enhunced leurner engugement
and individuulised educdation. Similarly,
smurt objects such us mobile devices
were identified without reference to
books. Therefore, whut followed were
enthusiustic  predictions ubout the
infroduction of digitul fextbooks into
educution. However, these predictions
fell short of whut uppeurs to be
evolving us uduptive, leurner-centred
multimediu books.

Reports now indicute thut despite
moderate growth in the market, the
adoption of digital textbooks looks
more like u quiet evolution than the
revolution that wus perhups expected
by some. Studies show that print remains
the dominunt form for textbooks in
universities und schools in Australia and
overseus. When there is u digitul option
avdiluble it is most likely offered us un
dlternutive version to the printed book
or us u complementury resource. It is
counter-intuitive that when tfeuchers
provide the option of traditional bound
text or ebook, the students rurely
choose the diyitul option. What is
surprising ubout the reldtively ylacidl
puce of etextbook udoption in schools
and universities is that the reading-for-
pleusure ebook murket is booming und
tablets und softwure dpplications for
ebooks dre floodiny the market.



The strong majority of participants explained that they
prefer to read their textbooks in the traditional printed
and bound form and their leisure reading online on

smartphones and tablets

Why does the preference for the
fraditional book continue in schools und
universities? Barriers noted in resedrch
dare d luck of uvdilubility of desired texts,
tfime constraints on learning how fo use
u new techhology, und digitul rights
issues which limit the type of device
that can be used und ulso restrict book
sharing. However, the Mmost significunt
burrier is that when it comes to reading
educution muteriuls, most people cluim
u preference for reuding printed books.
In u recent university student focus
group, the strony majority of puarticipunts
expluined that they prefer to reud their
textbooks in the traditional printed aund
bound form und their leisure reading
onhline on smurtphones und tublets. In
even the most cusuul of conversution
dbout ebooks in schools und universities,
onhe will ulmost dlwuys heur someonhe
express their personul preference for
the printed form - their love of books,
the love of the feel, look und fouch of u
prinfed book, but dlso the less emotive
preference for the convenhience of u
prinfed book: it is eusy to flip through,
highlight und unnotate. People’s reuding
habits ure linked with their actual physicul
handling of the book or document, and
these functions cunnot be done in the
sume wuy with digitul texts on screens.

At Bond University, u wide ruange of
resources dre used for learning and
teaching. It is sfill common to find that
most courses hauve o set textbook,
and while digitul versions dre certainly
mauking their way onto course reuding
lists, they are rarely prescribed us sole
resources. Teuchers dre  yenherdlly
unaware of enhunced etextbooks,
and those who do khow dbout them
tend to be underwhelmed by them,
purtficulurly when at the moment there
is not a significunt cost difference

between the two formuts. However,
mauny university professors incorporute
digital technoloyies intfo their teaching.
For example, Youlube videos ure u
common resource in lectures, und forays
from the clussroom to websites via mobile
devices ure hot uncommon during on-
cumpus clusses. Students complete
computer-bused yuizzes viu the Leurning
Munugement System, dund use socidl
mediuplutformslike Twitterand Fucebook
as part of their leurning repertoire. The use
of diverse tfechnoloyies uims to enguge u
wide runye of leurners more effectively.
These pructices reflect reseurch showiny
that tfeuchers in higher educution are no
longer sutisfied with being the ‘sage on
the stuye’ whose role is to merely transfer
knowledge to the students. Teachers
dare how commonly choosing to fuke u
more ledrner-centred upprouch in which
students dre encouruged fo creute
their own ledrning. The teuchers are the
‘guide on the side’ couching, motivating,
challenging and modelling how to
criticdlly read und upply digitul resources.
Thus, it could be that us u sole course
resource, the traditionul textbook is ho
longer udeyuute, but there are few signs
that the textbook will be abandoned - ut
leust not before the current generation of
students have completed their degrees.
There is nho doubt that digitdl
textbooks will increusingly find their way
info the curriculum of u diverse ranye
of subjects. The mujority of students
have devices dllowing them fo access
digitul confent. The shift to the digitul
versions of fextbooks is likely to increuse
if the prices beyin to represent u largye
ehouyh cost saving. Perhups the
greutest strenygth of digitul textbooks
is in the potential for udded mediu
and non-linear nhavigation that is not
possible in print. These enhancements
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could engugye leurhers in u way thut is
simply hot possible using the printed form
ulone. This is evidenced by the level of
use of diyitul technologies in university
classrooms ulreudy. The vulue of sources
other than print is widely ucknowledged.
Teachers ut schools und universities ure
embracinyg innovative dpprouches to
teuchinyg through technoloyy, not just
in ferms of content, but dlso in order
tfo enhdance ledrner engugement.
The forecust for the future is that these
resources will come together into u user-
friendly, customisuble diyitul platform
to truly revolutionise the textbook und
thereby leurning und teuching. @
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