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PhD Research Topic:
Affordable Housing in Malaysia: Embedding Sustainability

OVERVIEW

The Malaysian Government has organized a number of initiatives 
and programs to address key issues related to housing provision. 
These relate to affordability, adequate supply, quality and 
sustainable development. All these aspects need to be addressed 
during the housing development process. Within the government’s 
framework, a number of key trusts and important strategies have 
emphasised sustainability principles to improve the basis of 
existing housing provision not only to reduce the impacts of 
environment degradation but to achieve more balanced  and 
affordable developments.

This research was motivated by the need to bridge the gap 
between current development practices and sustainability 
principles in affordable housing, which is embroynic in Malaysia, 
and thus enhance the practical delivery of sustainable affordable 
housing. Further, in order to ensure recent sustainable housing 
policy is implemented, the participation of involved professionals 
during the housing development process is crucial. The complexity 
of embedded issues entails different interlinked perspectives during 
the process and requires the fostering of appropriate 
transdisciplinary approaches. 

In an endeavour to understand the effectiveness of the Malaysian 
sustainability initiatives and to investigate underlying issues in 
affordable housing development, content analysis has been used 
as a primary research method applied to documented acts and 
guidelines to review the current state of adopted housing policy. 
Meanwhile, semi-structured interviews have been conducted at 
three levels of government, namely local authority, state and 
federal, to identify practical issues and their connectedness.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

This research, through a combination of literature review, content 
analysis and semi-structured interviews, aims to:

1. investigate emergent issues in the practices of affordable
    housing development and motivation toward sustainability
    principles.
2. identify sustainable affordable housing characteristics.
3. investigate the implementation of sustainable housing in the
    process of affordable housing development in Malaysia.
4. develop a framework that demonstrates successful outcomes 
    of sustainable affordable housing development in Malaysia.

RESULTS

The expected results from data analysis activities will enable 
improvement of the sustainable affordable housing framework and 
demonstrate successful outcomes in the delivery of sustainable 
affordable housing development especially in Malaysia.
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