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OVERVIEW

The topic for this research is the urban design of a particular case
of human settlement: the urban beach precincts found on the coast
of the Gold Coast, Australia. Urban design attributes,
characteristics and values are the focus of an examination of three
selected examples of different beach precincts. Urban design
theories and practices have generally arisen from the study of
places in existing towns and cities and very few studies have
explicitly explored the conflicted and contested urban design along
beachfronts. This study attempts to explore the design of the public
spaces that provide the gateway to recreational, restorational and
other benefits of access to the natural environment of the beach in
an urban context, by examining the relationships between the use
of the public spaces of beach precincts by residents, visitors and
tourists, and the urban design attributes and characteristics and the
values of beach precincts.

This study intends to contribute to the narrative on urban design
theory of cities and the creation of policies and guidelines that
mediate the spatial and physical characteristics of place to meet
the social and cultural needs of the users of beach precincts.
Development in coastal cities like the Gold Coast has spatial
relationships unlike those found in the cities that have provided the
majority of urban design analysis, theories and guidelines. The
spatial relationships that are described between the core and
periphery of the city form in those theories have not recognized the
need to incorporate the particular socio-spatial relationships that
apply to the public realm of beach precincts of linear coastal cities.

The adopted method uses convergent sources of evidence from an
urban design analysis of the precincts, a literature review of public
space, urban design guidelines, environmental behaviour, coastal
science and beach management. Data collection took place in two
phases. The first phase was by urban design analysis, non-
participant observation, a beach use questionnaire and a
photographic visual preference survey. The first phase was used to
form questions for the second phase of the research through a
Delphi group of informed experts from different stakeholders in the
urban design, planning, development, management and user
groups. The method design relied on a pastiche of hermeneutic
phenomenological approaches by observations, enquiry, and
discourse analysis.

Nigel Cartlidge

Centre for Sustainable Healthy Communities

Inland Interdune

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Australian Government (2009), Climate change risks to Australia's coast: a first pass
national assessment, The Department of Climate Change., Canberra.

Carmona, M., Heath, T., Oc, T. and Tiesdell, S. (2003), Urban places urban spaces,
Architectural Press, Oxford.

Castells, M. (2006), The new historical relationship between space and society, in AR.
Cuthbert (ed.), Designing cities: critical readings in urban design (second edition)
Blackwell Publishing.

Corti, G., Sharpe, P., Granneer, M., Hutto, B., Ainswoth, B., Donovan, R., Duncan, M.,
Mummery, K. and Graig, C. (2008), Healthy spaces and places: towards a national
planning guide, Australian Local Government Association, National Heart Foundation of
Australia, and Planning Institute of Australia, Canberra.

Gehl, J. (2006), Life between buildings: using public space (sixth edition), The Danish
Architectural Press, Skive.

Krier, R. (2006), Typological and morphological elements of the concept of urban space,
in AR. Cuthbert (ed.), Designing cities: critical readings in urban design (second edition),
Blackwell Publishing.

Yin, RK. (2009), Case study research: design and methods (fourth edition), Sage
Publications.

* l
Secondary
Built Form
Transit Corridor
+ *
=
E Principal
o Built
c Form
5
—
L EE——

: 3
+ Form |
TransitPath ! |

Recreational

SR

|

Diagram illustrating the typological model of Gold Coast beach precincts
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Diagram illustrating the key dimensions in a beach precinct by transect
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