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Abstract

This study intends to analyze selected Mutashabihat (i.e., allegorical verses) from
Sarat Yuasuf hermeneutically as a model of exegesis of the Qur'an. This Quranic
chapter is considered one of the most magnificent stories in the Quran as it is
described by the Qur’an itself. Therefore, many classical, modern and contemporary
Muslim scholars and exegetes paid more attention to study its meaning from different
perspectives, be it linguistic, literary, sociological, economical or psychological. That
is to say without doubt, Muslim exegetes have implemented the hermeneutical
principles by establishing two main methods of exegesis namely: 1) fafsir bi Riwaya
(i.e., by transmission) which is to give the Qur'anic meaning of a word or a verse
using traditional sources such as Qur’an, Hadith, Arabic poetry. 2) tafsir bi al-Diraya
which is based on ljtihad (self-knowledge, self- opinion and reasoning).

In this study the researcher will shed some light on the hermeneutical approach as
one of the models of the Quranic exegesis and to demonstrate to what extent
hermeneutics is compatible or not, to the tafsir (exegesis) of the Quran and its
conditions. Hermeneutics as a modern approach to interpreting sacred text is still a
very controversial issue amongst Muslim scholars. However, there are some
rationalists and Sufi scholars who are open to varied interpretations of scripture;
going beyond the purely literal meaning. In light of the aforementioned the
researcher attempts to demonstrate, drawing on samples of classical and modern
interpretations of the Quran, that the hermeneutical approach is valid and
compatible with the methods of Islamic tafsir (exegesis) and ta’'wil (interpretation).
The researcher firmly believes that no interpretation of the Quran could be possible
unless we are open to both classical and modern interpretations. The researcher
opts for eclecticism in the design of the theoretical and conceptual framework of this
study. Various theoretical and conceptual approaches will be used in the analysis of

the Qur’anic chapter under investigation.

297



Key words

Qur'an (Sdrat Yusuf)

Al-Muhkamat (literal meaning of verses and words)
Al-Mutashabihat (allegorical verses and words)
tafsir(exegesis)

ta'wil (interpretation)

Hermeneutics

tafsir bi Riwayah

tafsir bi al-Dirayah

ljtihad

Exoteric meaning

Esoteric meaning

298



1. Introduction

Arabic is the language of the Holy Qur'an, which was revealed to the Prophet

Mohammed (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) who in turn dictates

it to His companions. The Prophet's companions did not encounter any difficulty in

the understanding and comprehension of the Qur’anic verses simply because the

Qur'an was revealed in a language variety with which they have been quite familiar.

Yet, the companions of the prophet differ in their understanding of the Qur'an. Their

understanding may vary according to their competencies and their closeness to the

prophet. In addition, the Qur'an includes verses that appear to be contradictory.

Some verses of the Qur'an, for instance, may imply that man is free to select either

the path of faith or the path of blasphemy

5008 2L (a5 a il ol 587G G BRI

And say, “The truth is from your Lord, so whoever wills — let him believe; and

whoever wills — let him disbelieve.” (18:29).

Other verses, on the other hand, may imply that he is forced to select either of the

two paths.

Gllall &5 2l 2L G V) (5

But ye shall not will except as Allah wills, the Cherisher of the Worlds. (81:29)

In a similar vein, some Qur’anic verses depict God as a divine rarity and others give

human attributes to God such as hands, and eyes,

@ Al Ble Ly 85 GasTadi Lo &g W E&E e Tl B3 A B ) 6l W) Siad Gl

(70) Lk 131 4538

Verily those who plight their fealty to thee do no less than plight their fealty to Allah:

the Hand of Allah is over their hands: then anyone who violates his oath, does so to

the harm of his own soul, and anyone who fulfils what he has covenanted with Allah,

Allah will soon grant him a great Reward. (48:10).

or human actions such as walking and moving to and fro.

(22) i i L5 & 5155

And thy Lord cometh, and His angels, rank upon rank, (89:22)

As described in the Qur'an, some Qur’anic verses are Muhkamat (i.e., very precise)
and others are Mutashabihat (i.e., allegorical).

A G Al i A g Sk S de s atle 05 3 BT s Jas e el J6 LS

“It is He who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad], the Book; in (7 4 :0) e Jlc a S
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it are verses [that are] precise - they are the foundation of the Book - and others

unspecific.” (Quran: Ali “Imraan, 3.7)
In fact, the companions of the prophet used to avoid debating about such
controversial matters. However, after the death of the Prophet (Peace be upon him),
the Muslim community has witnessed some kind of division and each party started to
interpret the Qur'an in a way that suits their ideologies or sects. Similarly, with the
expansion of the Islamic state in the east and the west, new nations embraced Islam
and the newly-embraced Muslims have encountered various problems in the
comprehension of the Quranic text. Consequently, the interpretation of the Qur'an
has emerged as a fully-fledged area of study that aims to clarify the Qur’anic verses
and terms that defy the common readers. In particular, two areas of Qur’anic studies,
namely tafsir and ta’'wil have come into existence. The former is defined as the
science by which the Quran is understood, its meanings explained, and its rulings
derived and the latter means to go back to the original meaning of a word to find out
its connotations and subtle nuances. Some scholars of ta'will, however, went far in
their analysis of the subtle nuances of the Quranic terms to the extent that they
brushed aside the surface meanings of the Quranic text and focused on
controversial deep meanings. In fact, both tafsir and ta'wil attempt to interpret a
message directed to an addressee. Those addressees might not have the same
cognitive abilities or the same background that enable them to comprehend the
Divine message. Hence, it is of paramount significance for the interpreter to
familiarize himself with the context of the text. Tafsir and ta’'wil should therefore
bridge the gap between the addressee and the Qur’anic text. A reader needs more
than a surface understanding of Qur'anic terms; he/she needs to be familiar with the
context of the text, its historical, social and intellectual associations. Then and only
then a reader will be able to understand the Divine message adequately.
Hermeneutics or the science of interpreting focuses mainly on a comprehensive
interpretation of texts, no matter what their text typology is. That is to say,
hermeneutics can be utilized in the interpretation of literary, philosophical, or sacred
religious text. This entails finding out and deducing both the reference and its sense
or its different meanings. This is where hermeneutic and the art of Tawil converge.
Hermeneutics is derived from the Greek word 'hermeneueien’, which means
‘interpretation’. It seems that the term is coined after name of God Hermes

(Mustapha, 2007:24)(6), who was known for his thorough understanding of the
300



Divine language and its explanation to people. It was widely believed that he was a
mediator between gods and the creation. Hermeneutics, therefore, does not only
clarify the surface or basic meaning of a linguistic term/message to the addressees; if
the messages have both surface and deep meanings, a hermeneutician will tackle
both meanings with a view to resolving any ambiguities that are likely to impede
communication. This is where hermeneutic and the art of Tawil converge.

In this proposed study, the researcher will firstly analyze the various allegorical
selected verses in the above mentioned Sdrat Ydsuf, and interpret them from a
Hermeneutic perspective. Hermeneutics has been widely used in the middle Ages in
Europe in the interpretation of religious texts according to strict criteria stipulated by
the Church. Then it went against the criteria of the Church and its authority at the
hands of some scholars such as Schlirmacher Wilhelm Dalthai, Gadamir and Paul
Rikorghirm, (Mustapha, 2007:75) who view hermeneutics as the interpretation of a
text, irrespective of its genre or text type. That is to say, hermeneutics is no longer
tied to religious texts but it involves other text types such as the interpretation of
literary texts. Hence, the researcher will attempt to apply this theory to the Qur'anic
stories genre, which is a hybrid genre between a sacred text and a literary short story
text. The researcher firmly believes that a hermeneutic analysis of Quranic short
stories will help unravel both the religious, aesthetic and literary aspects of the
selected Qur’anic verses under investigation.

1.1. Statement of the Problem

The study will employ modern Hermeneutical studies in its treatment of a sacred and
sensitive Qur'anic text. It is true that these studies have been utilized in the analysis
of various text types including sacred non-Islamic texts. Islamic scholars and
exegetists are still reluctant to use those theories in interpreting the Holy Qur'an. The
researcher firmly believes that these approaches can be perfectly used in the
interpretation of the Qur’anic text with a view to reaching a new critical reading of the
Qur'anic text. The Qur'an is permanently valid and a hermeneutic re-reading of the

Qur'an is not in conflict with the sensitivity and sacredness of the Qur'an.

1.2. Objectives of the study
The objective of this study is to approach the Qur'anic story of Yasuf in an objective,
and explanatory manner with a view to extracting its moral lessons, as well as its

ethical, sermonic and human values and detentions. The story of Ydsuf represents a
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glimpse of the life of the human community with all its spectrums and their

aspirations and limitations. The aims of the study are to

1-

5

Utilize the available linguistic research in the understanding of the Qur'anic
story genre and its denotative and connotative associations employed in the
stories to state the religious and to underscore the humanitarian aspects of
the Sdrat Yusuf.

Explore the Qur'anic text from a Hermeneutic perspective and as a means to
the interpretation and reinterpretation of some selected allegorical verses of
this Qur'anic chapter.

Investigate the extent to which the common reader can understand the
Qur’anic text through the mere understanding of its linguistic meanings and its
narrative manifestations.

Find out to what extent Hermeneutics can be used in the interpretation of the
Qur’anic stories in a way that does not contradict with the provisions of Sharia
and the religious purpose of the Qur'anic stories.

Find out the moral and human dimensions in Sdrat Ydasuf .

1.3. Questions of the Study

1. What is the role of the context in the understanding of the Qur’anic text?

2. To what extent Hermeneutics influence the advocates of renewal in religious

discourse?

3. Why there are different meanings and interpretations by different readers to the

same allegorical verse or same chapter of the holy Quran?

4. What are the human, moral and ethical dimensions of the Qur’anic story genre in

general and Sdrat Ydsuf, in particular?

5. To what extent hermeneutic approach as one of the models of tafsir is

compatible to the approach of al- Diraya? And to what extent is compatible to the

Muslim scholar’s conditions of the exegesis of the holy Quran?

1.4.

The significance of the study

With an aim to find out their moral lessons, Muslim scholars have paid a great

attention to the Quranic stories and they have analyzed and have critically

appreciated them since the advent of Islam. What makes the Qur’anic story genre
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significant is the fact that it contains different significant dimensions such as human,
religious, historical, anthropological, economical, psychological, social, rhetoric and
literary values. Therefore, Muslim scholars and exegetes have tackled this Qur'anic
chapter from different perspectives. Furthermore, the importance of this study is an
attempt to extract the interpretive dimension in the Islamic legacy through different
meaning and different significances of the allegorical verses in Sarat Yasuf. It has
been narrated that the prophet Mohammed said the Qur'an was revealed in seven
forms: Command, prohibition, motivation, warning debating, and stories. It may be
argued, therefore, that stories represent the seventh of the Qur'an. A Qur’anic story
is a divine discourse addressed to human beings who are required to understand its
meanings and moral lessons. This Divine discourse is revealed in an intelligible
language to enable the reader to understand its text and context. Apart from their
artistic and aesthetic aspects, the Quranic stories are significant at the levels of
reception, communication and understanding. This is perhaps what makes the story
a subject of great interest to many of the scholars and interpreters of the Qur'an.
Qur’anic stories also play a vital role in . communicating the divine truths to the
recipient; Credibility and truth rather than the fabric of imagination is the crux of the
matter in a Quranic story. That is to say that a Quranic story narrates facts and
historical events accurately grapping the attention of the reader with its effective
eloquent style. Unlike literary stories, a Quranic story does not rely heavily on
imagery. It can be argued that the Qur'an has used the story to fulfill a myriad of
Qur'anic purposes. The history of the prophets and messengers and their conflict
with their people, for instance, are presented in the Qur'an in the form of story.

In so far as the approach adopted in the interpretation of the Qur’anic stories is
concerned, the prevailing approach was the interpretation of the vocabulary given in
the story of the Qur'an and the explanation of some language concepts to facilitate
the understanding of the content of the story. While some of the interpreters have
followed a painful literal interpretation of the meanings of the story, others support
their interpretation with some additional resources about the story, as is obvious in
some Sufi interpretations of the Qur'an. A third group of interpreters have been more
rational in their approach and they have employed different forms of Tawil to reach a
better grasp of Quranic meanings. The Prophet himself has stated the meaning of
Qur'an verses but he has never suggested static interpretations and exegesis. He

has left the task of understanding and interpreting the Qur'an to the people according
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to its age, culture, civilizations and needs. The development of human societies
necessitates the need for more up-to-date interpretations. Qur'an is permanently
valid and it was revealed for all mankind. Hence, the renewal of the understanding of
the Qur'an and the Sunnah is necessary. Interpretations of the Qur'an should bridge
the gap between originality and modernity.
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Limitations of the Study

This study will be limited to the study of selected allegorical Qur'anic verses of story
genre with specific reference to Sdrat Yasuf. The researcher will follow an
interpretive approach to Sdrat Yudsuf based on Hermeneutics. That is, the
hermeneutic approach will be used to wunravel its semiotic, humanitarian,
psychological and social dimensions. Unlike the stories of other prophets, the story of

Ydsuf has been coherently narrated in one Qur’anic Sdrat.
2. Literature Review

Many studies have been conducted on the stylistic, semantic, syntactic and literary
features of Sdrat Yusuf. Some of these studies are Nofel (1989) on the elements of
Qur’anic story with specific reference to Sdrat Yusuf. The study focused specifically
on the elements of the Qur’anic story including, plot, characters, dialogue, and the
like. Nofel (1989) has also dealt with Sdrat Yasuf as it was narrated in the Qur'an
and in the Old Testament.

Al-‘amirT (2010) dealt with the significance of the extra-linguistic aspect of context in
the interpretation of the Qur’anic text. He has claimed that Firth's context of situation
has been already tackled by Arabic and Islamic classical scholars such as Stbawayh,
al-Jahiz, Ibn JinnT and al-Jurjant..He has mentioned a lengthy list of contexts under
two main categories: internal and external. By internal context, he basically refers to
what is called 'co-text' in modern linguistics. His external context refers to Firth's
context of situation. The author has no reference to the concept of context as refined
by Halliday's Systemic Functional Linguistics.

Al-Ghazr (1961) has conducted a detailed interpretation of Sdrat Ydsuf. He has
pointed out that both the prophet Mohammed and Prophet Joseph have encountered
similar challenges in the beginning of their calls. The study has tackled some uranic
terms in Sdrat Ydsuf such as sulfan 'proof', Al-siyaha 'destruction’ hashasa 'appear,
etc. The study has commented on a controversial issue raised by the followers of
Abdul Karim bin 'Ajrad, who deny the fact that Sdrat Ydasuf is part and parcel of the
Noble Qur'an. They do believe that the Sdrat Yasuf is a love story that does not suit
the sanctity of the Quranic text. In addition, it is a long story if compared with other

Quranic stories.
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Al-Gharaybah (2014) has dealt with the stylistic and aesthetic devices used in Sdrat
Yasuf. The study has focused on interrogative, command, vocation, wish and
forsaking speech acts in Sdrat Yasuf.

‘ashab (2007) studied the setting of Sdrat Ydsuf. The study has underscored the
significance of the place in Sdrat Yasuf. For him, place is not just one of the artistic
elements of the story but it is the theatre in which events are taking place and
characters are interacting.

A cursory look at the above studies shows clearly that they mainly focus on the
stylistic, syntactic or literary aspects of Sdrat Yusuf. However, there is a dearth of
studies that apply hermeneutics in the study of the Qur’anic story in particular and
the study of the Qur'an in general.

As a matter of fact, the application of modern western theories including hermeneutic
comes under severe criticism by some Muslim scholars and that may be the cause
behind the dearth of hermeneutics-based studies of the Qur'an in Arabic. An
important criticism against hermeneutics from the view point of the orthodox is that
the proponents of the theory have tried to apply it to any text irrespective of the
addresser of the text. That is, they have equated the human texts with the divine
texts. Al-Saif (2015) has claimed that the Muslim scholars who have applied those
texts to the Qur'an and the Sunnah were inspired by orientalists and they have
followed them blindly to come up with Qur'anic interpretations that serve secularism
and bridge the gaps between Islam and the west. The open text theory which is
based on the tenet that a text is open if it allows multiple or
mediated interpretation by the readers, attracts some criticism from some Islamic
studies scholars. Jabir (2009) acknowledged that a considerable number of scholars
recommend the use of western theories in Quranic studies on ground of literary
criticism, cultural criticism and modernism. Jabir (2009) has claimed that such calls
are based on Jewish ideological inclinations and the application of such theories is
nothing but a blind imitation of the Christian, Jewish and pagan west.

Despite these criticisms, hermeneutic studies of the Qur'an attracted the attention of
some Arab scholars. A case in point is the Egyptian scholar, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd
who'’s thought, partly on the Qur'an and its hermeneutics has stirred controversy in
the Arab and Islamic worlds. He was declared an apostate and was forced to leave
Egypt for safety reasons. Abu Zayad is well-known for his Qur'an -as-text theory, in

which he argues that the Qur'an is a nass lughawi (literary text) that is closely related
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to a particular culture or context, which is the Arabian society of the 7" century A.D
(Abu Zayd, 1998). He has criticized the so-called Muslims’ over-emphasis on the
divinity of the Qur’anic text considering the focus on the divine dimension as a
contributing factor to the stagnancy and rigidity of Islamic thought.

For him, the Qur'an possesses human characteristics and Allah the Almighty
conveys His guidance to humanity in a simple straightforward human language. Had
Allah communicated in a divine language, we, as humans, would have not been able
to comprehend His guidance. He added that the Qur'anic text changes from a divine

text into a human since the first revelation to Prophet Muhammad:

The [Qur'anic] text changed from the very first moment - that is, when the Prophet
recited it at the moment of its revelation - from its existence as a divine text (nass
ilahi) , and became something understandable, a human text (nass insani), because
it changed from revelation to interpretation (li-annahu tahawwala min al-tanzil ila al-
ta'wil). The Prophet's understanding of the text is one of the first phases of
movement resulting from the text's connection with the human intellect (Abu Zayd,
1998:93).

In fact, Abu Zayd was regarded as one of the modern Muslim thinkers who
challenged the method of interpretation that was agreed upon by the scholars of
exegesis (mufassirin) by applying hermeneutics in the interpretation of the Qur'an
(Zainol, Majid, & Kadir, 2014). He believes that the Qur'an as well as other Islamic
texts should be interpreted in the historical and cultural context of their time. He
criticized both conservative and liberal Muslim scholars, saying that they have been
erroneous when they viewed the Qur'an "only as a text". This led "conservatives as
well as liberals to a battle of quotations, each group seeing clear verses (when on
their side) and ambiguous ones (when in contradiction with their vision)" (Akhter,
2009:166).

Abu Zayd then proposed the theory of interpretation based on the interaction
between a text and its cultural system. He differentiated between the meaning
(dalalah) and the significance (maghza) (Poggemiller, 1995). He called for another
reading of the Qur'an through namely, "humanistic hermeneutics”, an interpretation
which sees the Qur'an as a living discourse.

Rivera & Fuente (2015) have attempted a gender-based hermeneutic approach to

the Qur'an. For her, the available commentaries and exegesis of the Qur'an are
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male-dominated. She argues that the feminist hermeneutics in Islam aims to
establish a discourse of gender justice. She adds that feminist hermeneutics of Islam
is a must; it is a discursive deconstruction in favor of epistemic justice. It will serve
as a proposal to establish Muslim women as the authoritative voice especially in
those matters that are related to women.

Mokhtari (2007) has attempted a comparative study between Hermeneutics and
exegesis of the Noble Qur'an with a view to finding out the aspects of convergence
between the two disciplines. The researcher has mainly investigated whether issues
related to the Hermeneutical tradition in the West have been employed in Quranic
commentaries accomplished by Muslims. He has analyzed the Qur’anic exegesis of
Allama Mohammad Hossein Tabataei and compared it with the perspective and
methodology of a famous Western hermeneutician namely, E.D. Hirsch. One of the
striking conclusions of the study is that philosophical Hermeneutics and
Epistemology have opened new horizons to the field of Quranic exegesis. The
researcher has introduced two concepts frequently used in Tabataei's works, that is,
understanding and interpretation. While the former refers to the common
understanding, the latter is a methodical and scholarly understanding. The latter is
therefore akin to the understanding skill used by Hirsch.

However, what is called descriptive skill by Hirsch, is not like Tabatabai's concept of
tafsir. While tafsir is to discover the intention of God, descriptive skill, according to
Hirsch, is employed to explain the same thing that is understood by the interpreter. It
corresponds to the literal meaning of tafsir: explanation of the text and not referring
to its idiomatic meaning (Mokhtari, 2007:267).

If it is impossible to reach absolute truth according to Gadamer, full and accurate
understanding may not be attainable. Islamic scholars do believe that truth has to be
re-discovered and reconstructed continually. This approach is realized through the
process of proper interpretation which is based on a complete and valid philosophy
including hermeneutic. The researcher argues that "Islamic interpreters must take
more effective steps in the direction of reaching the truth continuously and should not
assume that they have reached the absolute truth" (Mokhtari, 2007:275).

On the significance of Hermeneutics in the field of Qur'anic interpretation, Freamon
(2006) has rightly observed that Qur'anic hermeneutics should be an integral

component of Islamic scholarship. It plays a vital role in the understanding of the
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sacred text and making it relevant and meaningful not only for contemporary Muslims
but also for non-Muslims, who are eager to understand Islam and to understand their
fellow citizens who are members of their community. Freamon (2006) has argued
that one of the "infirmities that hinders the hermeneutic of the Qur’an is attributed to :
the absence of discourse between linguistic communities seeking to interpret the
Quran and by the increasing irrelevance of the canonical tafsir, even when it is
expressed in a language that the believers can understand” (Freamon, 2006:1442).
For him, the interpretation of the text should take into consideration the context and
history of the text. Focusing on the concept of equality in the Qur'an, he recommends
the Muslim scholars of Quranic interpretation should integrate the post-
enlightenment history into their understanding of the text. As he observes, " The
Enlightenment and its history is therefore just as relevant to Qur’anic interpretation as
are the details of the behavior of the Quraishi Arabs in Mecca in seventh century
Arabia"(Freamon, 2006:1442).

Noor & Sahrir (2011) stress the significance of adopting a hermeneutic approach to
the interpretation of the Qur'an. They argue that classical as well as contemporary
scholars have tackled the miraculous aspects of the Qur'an and they have focused to
a great extent on the language and the style of the Noble Qur'an. In addition to the
lucid style and form of the Qur'an, meaning should also be given a paramount
significance. Following scholars from the Muslim and the western world such as
Hamidu’l-Din Farahi, Amin Ahsan Islahi, Muhammad Arkoun, Mohamed Miftah,

Schleiermacher, Dilthey, Heidegger, Gadamer, and F. A. Wolf, they observe that

threefold meaning might be used to display hermeneutics like ‘Hermeneutic as
saying’, ‘Hermeneutic as explanation’ and ‘Hermeneutic as translation’ that describe
the intellectual linguistic context of Qur'anic hermeneutics (Noor & Sahrir, 2011:1).

The researchers have acknowledged the fact that certain aspects of the Western
hermeneutics look like that of Muslim hermeneutics. Muslim hermeneuticians or
exegetes are advised to make use of the Western hermeneutics with an aim to work
out an appropriate methodology for understanding the Quran.

Douglas-klotz (2002) has employed hermeneutical and comparative methods to find
out the similarities among an esoteric Qur'anic interpretative tradition, modern

attempts to render the Qur'an in open poetic forms, and post-modern inquiry
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strategies. He has described the concept of t’awil as introduced by Classical Ismaili
and Sufi scholars as “inner” hermeneutic. He has argued that t’awil has enabled
scholars of the Qur'an to produce multi-valent, non-literal interpretations of the
Quranic text (Schimmel, 1994, Daftary, 1999). He has called for the development of
a poetic “hermeneutic of indeterminacy” when dealing with Qur'anic texts in Western
language translation.

Such a hermeneutic would explore the boundaries of text, receptor-hearer, and the
inter-subjective phenomenology of interpretation in order to see and hear Islam with
Western eyes and ears in a more complex way (Douglas-klotz, 2002:1).

It is very clear from the above analysis that most of the hermeneutic studies of the
Qur'an have been done in the west. While scholars in the Arab world are reluctant to
employ western approaches including hermeneutic, some scholars in the west went
far and they were calling for the application of the theory to tackle very controversial
issues such as gender-based hermeneutic studies of the Qur'an and Queer-friendly
hermeneutic interpretations of the Qur'an.-A group of scholars, however, has taken a
middle route and they have started speaking of Islamic hermeneutics of the Qur'an
claiming that the theory has been used by Muslim scholars long before its use in the

west.

3. Conceptual and Analytical Framework

The researcher opts for eclecticism in the design of the theoretical framework of this
study. That is to say, various theoretical and conceptual approaches will be used in
the analysis of the Quranic chapter under investigation. In this subsection, the
researcher will summarize those theoretical and conceptual models:

3.1Classical Qur’anic interpretations

The researcher firmly believes that no interpretation of the Quran could be possible
unless we depend on existing classical and modern interpretations of the Quran.
Tafsir Al-Quran is a vast area of study and it has a very long tradition. The exegetes
of Tafsir have already stipulated a lengthy list of requirements for a prospective
mufasir 'interpreter'. Those requirements can be summarized as follows:

An interpreter must be linguistically competent in the sense that he should master
classical Arabic, its phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and its rhetoric.

Tafsir also requires familiarity with the Illm al-Qira'at 'recitations' and none but an
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excellent sociolinguist, who is familiar with dialecticisms of the different readings and
recitations of the Qur’an, can do that. After all, one qgira'at (reading or reciting) of the
Qur'an may yield a meaning that is different from the meaning triggered by another
reading. An interpreter should also be knowledgeable in the area of IIm al-Kalam '
Islamic theology'. A considerable number of Quranic verses cannot be interpreted
literally and a consideration of the connotative meaning of a verse is necessary. In
addition, a Qur’anic interpretation requires familiarity with Usul al-Figh "the principles
of Islamic Jurisprudence”, Asbaab al-Nuzul "the circumstances in which a verse is
revealed”, Iim-ul-Naskh “the Quranic verses that have been abrogated”, IIm al-
Hadith "the prophetic tradition.

Amid the great number of Qur’anic interpretations and the different schools of tafsi,
the researcher is fully aware that a fresh interpretation of a Qur'anic verse or chapter
cannot depend on the rules or the interpretation produced by one school alone.
Recalling Gadamer's concept of “fusion of horizons", the researcher believes that the
understanding of the Quran and the verses which are a matter of debate will be
possible when the present understanding or horizon of (a particular interpreter or
ideological group, or a religious sect) is moved to a new understanding or horizon by
an encounter.

That is to say, the process of understanding is a fusion of horizons in which the old
and the new horizons combining into something of living value.

Hence, the researcher opts for eclecticism in the design of the theoretical and
conceptual framework of this study. Various theoretical and conceptual approaches
will be used in the analysis of the Qur’anic chapter under investigation. The study will
follow a hermeneutical approach to the interpretation and the analysis of the selected
allegorical verses from Surat Yusuf that merges both Islamic traditional
hermeneutical rules and modern Western hermeneutical theories. The proposed
hermeneutic approach is based on two established methodologies of tafsir, namely
Riwaya and Diraya. These two methods are a matter of consensus among Islamic
scholars of tafsir. The former, which is also known as, Tafsir bi-I-riwaya (i.e., by
transmission) is the act of commenting on the Qur'an using traditional sources such
as the Qur’an itself, the Hadith and the narrations of the Sahabah ‘companions of the
Prophet' and Arabic literature. For instance, using Arabic poetry for defining Qur’anic

words is a long-used practice.
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The second methodology of tafsir is the so-called tafsir bi-lI-diraya and it was
established by Abl Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabar1(224-310)AH /( 839-923)AD,
he is best known for his expertise in the commentary ( Tafsir ) of the Qu’an in his
book al-Jaami’, in his approach he combined the two above mentioned
methodologies,( Riwaya and Diraya) in his commentary of the Qur'an, despite he
was been good grounded in Arabic grammar, lexicology, and philology, he did not
hesitate to use his independent judgments ( ljtihad ). This model of interpretation
was developed by the Mu tazilites (e.g. Jar Allah al-Zamakhshari, d.538/1144), his
commentary is best known for Al-Kashaf, a seminal commentary on the Qur'an which
is famous for its deep linguistic analysis, however, has been criticized for the
inclusion of the Mu’tazilite philosophical perspective.

Abu Bakr Abd al-Qahir bin Abd ar-Rahman bin Muhammad al-Jurjant (400 — 471 or
474 A.H)) (died 1078 AD), he was an Ahsa'ari descendant, best known for his two
compellations of the commentary of the Quran namely : 'Ijaz al-Qur'an (The
inimitability of the Qur'an) and Dala'il al-I'jaz (Intimations of Inimitability).

Abul-Qasim al-Hussein bin Mufaddal bin- Muhammad (d.1108), better known as
Raghib Isfahani, was an eleventh-century Muslim scholar of Qur'anic exegesis (Al-
Mufradat fi Gharib al-Quran) is a classical dictionary explaining the ambiguous terms
and rare words in the holy Qur'an providing meaning and commentary.

The Sufi scholars of Islamic mysticism such as Abd Hamid Muhammad ibn
Muhammad al-Ghazal1, shortened as Al-Ghazali in Arabic (1058-1111), best known
as a Muslim theologian, philosopher, jurist and mystic, in his approach to the
commentary of the Quran Jawahiru al-Quran ( The Jewels of the Quran ), he
depended on the approach of Sufism, he considered the Qur'an as an ocean, as in
the bottom of it, pearls remain hidden, he made a serious endeavor to know the deep
meanings hidden under Qur’anic verses.

Abl ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn “AlT ibn Muhammad ibn‘Arabrt al-Hatimt at-Ta'1 , also
known simply as Shaykh Al-Akbar (1165-1240), in his commentary on Qur'anic
stories especially, he used the esoteric approach based on a profound meaning and
Symbolic interpretation (Tafsir Ramzi). It is not based directly on the linguistic level
of the Qur’anic text, nor on transmission of knowledge by the predecessors, but on
the use of Sufi intuition (Mystical Insight).

This method is not interpretation by mere opinion. It must be based on solid sources

including, linguistic resources and Historical sources. An interpreter can also pursue
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ijtihad to interpret a verse in line with the Maqgasid 'the ultimate goals' of shari’ah or

he can take the socio-cultural environment into consideration while interpreting the

Qur’anic verse(s).

tafsir bi-I-diraya. can be of two types:

I- Tafsir mahmud (praiseworthy), which agrees with the sources of tafsir, the
rules of shari'a and the Arabic language.

ii- Tafsir madhmum (blameworthy), which is done without proper knowledge of
the sources of tafsir, shari'a and the Arabic language. It is just based on mere
opinion and thus it must be rejected.

Most, if not all the existing interpretations of the Quran are said to have been
followed one of the two methods mentioned above. While these interpretations have
agreed upon the meaning of the Muhkamat verses, they have sometimes given
conflicting interpretations for the Mutashabihat ones. The researcher will therefore
investigate the interpretations of some of the Mutashabihat by two famous
interpreters, who represents the two main -methodologies of tafslr mentioned above,
namely Al-Tabri and Ibn Hazm (see methodology for more information). That will help
the researcher attempt a new reading of these verses and contribute to a fresh
interpretation of them. However, the researcher is fully aware that following the
above two methods of tafsir alone will not be sufficient to achieve that. The
researcher sees it necessary to draw on insights from modern interpretive theories
such as hermeneutics, as shown in the following subsection:

3.2Hermeneutics

The researcher's theoretical framework will not be based on the above classical

interpretations only, but it will also employ modern interpretation approaches such as

hermeneutics. According to (Robinson, 1998:97), “Hermeneutics is an interpretive
method developed by the German Romantics, especially Friedrich Schleiermacher

(1767-1834) and Wilhelm Dilthey (1833-1911) and named after the Greek word

hermeneuein, meaning ‘to understand’. It views an individual or a reader as a

historical and social being who is willing to orient himself/herself in the surrounding

world with a view to understanding the other (Stolze, 2012:31) . To put it simply,

Hermeneutics is concerned with the science and methodology of interpreting texts.

For Ricoeur, the text contains meaning and this meaning needs to be interpreted.

The interpretation of a text is open-ended. For him, reading is the dialectic of two

attitudes, namely, the explanation of a text in terms of its internal structure or co-text
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and interpretation. Ricoeur (1981:160) clearly distinguishes between these two
attitudes saying

To explain is to bring out the structure, that is, the internal relations of dependence
which constitute the statics of the text; to interpret is to follow the path of thought
opened up by the text, to place oneself enroute toward the orient of the text.

To reach a fusion of horizons that help the reader understand the Qur'anic message
and the meaning of the Mutashabihat in Sdrat Ydsuf, the researcher will first apply
Steiner's notion of 'hermeneutical motion"”, introduced in his 1975 seminal work After
Babel: Aspects of Language and Translation. A chapter of the work is devoted to
the above-mentioned concept of ‘Hermeneutic Motion’ or "the act of elicitation and

appropriative transfer of meaning".

Steiner believes that reading and understanding texts involves four independent

steps or motions, namely Trust, aggression, embodiment and compensation.

In what follows, the researcher will briefly introduce Steiner's four steps for the
elicitation and appropriative transfer of meaning and then he will refer to some
scholars who have refined the concept of 'hermeneutic motion' with a view to tackling
divine texts.

The first hermeneutic motion in Steiner's model is Initial Trust. According to Steiner,
any attempt to understand and comprehend a text starts with "an investment of
belief". Steiner (1975:269) puts it "We venture a leap: we grant ab initio that there is
'something there' to be understood, that the transfer will not be void".

Readers believe there is something to be discovered, understood and appropriated.
Steiner, however, pointed out that the predisposition to believe remains vulnerable to
betrayal in the sense that readers may find out "there is nothing there" other than the
insignificant, the nonsensical, and the irrelevant. It is very clear that Steiner here
refers to human rather than Divine texts. The motion of initial trust in understanding
and interpreting divine texts such as the Qur'an and the Bible and other Scriptural
sensitive texts is spontaneous. Every interpreter or reader embarks on the task of
interpreting/reading the text with a firm belief that there is something worth to be
discovered in scriptural texts. For, John Parton (Barton, 1997) , scriptural texts are
trusted to be: important not trivial, permanently relevant, internally consistent and full

of mysteries.
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The second move of Steiner's model is aggression. In this dynamic step, the
translator/ interpreter aggressively takes over, and captures the text to be interpreted
with a view to comprehending it and extracting all possible nuances and subtleties of
meaning from it. Here Steiner draws on Hegel and Heidegger to explore the
aggressive nature of all understanding, all interpretation — of every hermeneutic.
The translator/interpreter goes abroad, enters the SL text, driven no longer by
passive trust but by the active intention of taking something away, of grabbing up
fistfuls of meaning and walking off with them.

The third stage or move for Sterner is embodiment, in which interpreters/readers
import meaning from texts and they embody it and incarnate it in their own lives.
Embodiment may either lead to 'sacramental intake ' or ' infection'. In the former,
readers are likely to ingest ideas/texts for thinking about new truths that transforms
and benefit them. An opposite reaction is likely to happen as well if readers react
negatively to the meanings they import. They may discover that a particular
interpretation threatens to infect rather than strengthen them. As a result, readers
may respond "by trying to neutralize or expel new ideas in favor of old ones
perceived to be less destabilizing * (Balentine, 2005:71).

The last stage in Steiner's model is compensation or restitution; it is otherwise called
the “métier and morals of translation” (Steiner, 1975:316). In this move, the
interpreter of the text attempts to establish a balance between interpretation and the
source or original text. He/she “endeavors to restore the balance of forces, of integral
presence, which his appropriative comprehension has disrupted” (Steiner,
1975:302). Webster (2012:xiv-xv) has replaced the last move in Steiner's the fourfold
hermeneutical motion with humility, saying

The "act of elicitation and the appropriative transfer of meaning" involve trust, effort,
embodiment and humility. By an initial act of trust, we allow ourselves to be invested
in the text. We believe that there is something truly in the text that is worth exploring
and understanding. The exploratory investment of belief leads to the hard work of
mining the passage for truth. The effort is crucial to our understanding... The third
step is to own the material, to bring the meaning into ourselves and to become
infected by it. In sacramental terms, the embodiment leads to incarnate the truth. The
fourth step is to remain humble before the text, to respect its mystery, and to reject
domesticating the text for the sake of our egos.

In this study, the researcher proposes to follow Steiner's tracks through these four
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motions and, along the way, probe for connection to the interpretations of the
Mutashabihat in Sdrat Yasuf in the Qur'an. To be more precise, the researcher will
investigate to what extent the two selected interpretations have followed these
hermeneutical moves. While all interpreters of the Quran have started the task of
interpreting with an absolute trust that there is something worth interpreting in the
Quran, the aggression and embodiment moves might have led to the proliferations of
meanings/ interpretations of some Qur’anic lexical items or verses. Even worse, the
controversial and fundamental interpretations of some verses may take place during
these two moves of aggression and embodiment. Compensation is therefore, an
inevitable motion.

It is worthwhile to mention that the researcher in his endeavor to interpret
Mutashabihat in Sdrat Yasuf will follow these hermeneutic moves, whether
consciously or unconsciously and he is likely to produce an interpretation which does
not reflect the sacred characteristics of the Quran or he is likely to produce an
interpretation that may not be accepted by a particular group or sect. To avoid this
dilemma, the researcher will also employ some additional hermeneutical rules to
tackle the unique characteristics of the Quran and scriptural texts in general. In this
regard, Cosgrove's five pre-modern hermeneutical assumptions, which are parallel to
John Patron's hermeneutical imperatives or rules mentioned above, to a great extent,

will be used. These five pre-modern hermeneutical assumptions are:

1- A Scriptural writing is an important text, deep in meaning, containing no

trivialities. Read it as profound.

2- A Scriptural text is not ephemeral but addresses every generation. Read it as
relevant to your own situation.

3- A Scriptural text is internally consistent. Read it in unifying (harmonizing)
ways.

4- A Scriptural text is cryptic, full of mysteries, with many layers of meanings
beyond its surface sense. Read it according to interpretive methods
appropriate to uncovering its hidden meanings.

5- A Scriptural writing is not a profane text, meant for everyone, but an arcane
text, a writing for those given the eyes to interpret it, those to whom it belongs
as a Scripture. Read it from the circle of insiders. (If Scripture is also for

outsiders, they are dependent on insiders.) (Cosgrove (2005:195-196)
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While the first four previous assumptions are parallel to John Patron's
hermeneutical imperatives, the fifth assumption has been added by Cosgrove.
The researcher will also add the following assumption that considers the
Specifics of modern Qur’anic interpretations:

A Quranic interpretation should transcend the narrow-mindedness of a
specific sect and ideology. Look up the interpretations of the Mutashabihat in
as many reliable and neutral sources as possible. Never domesticate the
Qur’anic text for the sake of your egos.

4. Research Methodology

This study will be conducted within primarily a qualitative approach. According to
Wiersma (1995), qualitative research investigates the complex phenomena
experienced by participants by examining people's words and actions in descriptive
ways thereby allowing the researcher to operate in a natural set up. This paradigm is
relevant to the study since | will be examining some classical Quranic
interpretations. That is to say, the content analysis of the selected Quranic
interpretations will give the researcher an idea about the aspects of convergence and
divergence, if any. Such content analysis will enable the researcher to come up with

a new hermeneutic reading of Sdrat Yasuf .

The Qur’anic interpretation the researcher will use are

i- The interpretation of lbn Jarir al-Tabart (d. 310 A.H), a prominent Arab
scholar, historian and exegete of the Qur'an. This interpretation in a sense
is a mixture of mere Riwayah ' narration and transmission ' and dirayah
'reason-based knowledge'. Ibn Jarir al-TabarT paid precise attention to the
interpretation of the Qur'an as related by the Companions and followers of
the prophet. In addition, he has introduced a 'rational interpretation' in
which he deals with some previous interpretations of the Qur'an critically
and opts for one over the others. He also considers the grammatical
aspects of the Qur'an. He is fully aware that the grammatical aspects can
lead to various interpretations of a verse. It is a matter of consensus
among scholars that all subsequent interpretations of the Qur'an depended
to some extent on Ibn Jarir al-TabarT's interpretation.
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ii- Another classical interpretation to be used in the study is that of lbon Hazm
az-Zahirt (d. 450 AH). Unlike the interpretation of Ibn Jarir al-TabarT, lbn
Hazm az-ZahirT is Riwayah-based. He strongly opposed tawil considering
it to be a deviation from the text, he argues:

O (e Winaay 3680 Y 590 Jasli La) ¢ Lagd CB Y agan s aal (e lay DU oy lally 331 & i el
12gd glaal ¥ 5 S (i cdinuay dpuds ¥ g0 isli Loly slinas O Js8i 4 plaa) 5l dAapmaa div
brgie Mas dl 110 5 4das g S5 (53

Tawil is one of two cases: Tawr that is endorsed by the Qur'an or the Sunnah
or it is a matter of consensus among scholars and thus we have evidence to
accept it. The other type of Tawi is neither based on the Quran nor the
Sunnah nor it is a matter of consensus among scholar. This latter type, we
strongly deny and reject.

In Brief, the researcher will attempt an analysis of Mutshabahat verses in Sdrat
Ydasuf, their structures, their semantic meanings and their implications. Therefore, it
is incumbent upon the researcher to follow the descriptive analytical approach in his

analysis.

94 = ¢ Al ol e s !
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4.1 Procedure

The researcher will follow the following procedures in his analysis of the

Mutshabahat verses in Sdrat Yasuf

Writing the Quranic Mutashabihat verse(s) under investigation and

providing its/their number(s) as follows:

[T o AT oy o - - @ 232 ,.a;fgf.y,//a; s T ret - sg - o G owy -
Gaaldal) Usbie Ga 43)° pLEAARN 5 & guall A4S Cipeall ST 435 G0 (615 O V31 gy 38574y & 3alg (24)

Vi-

Vii-

viii-

Transliterating and italicizing the Mutashabihat verse(s) as follows:

Wa lagad hamat bihi wa hama biha laula 'n r'ad burhan rabihi kathalika
linusraf ‘anhu al-si wa al-fahsha’ innahu min ‘ibadina al-mukhlasin.

For the standardization of the diacritic marks required when transliterating
Arabic, the researcher will use Rotas Unicode (see Appendix 1).
Investigating the interpretation of the verse(s) in the tafsir of Tabri with
special reference to Steiner's fourfold hermeneutical motion.

Investigating the interpretation of the verse(s) in the tafsir of Ibn Hazm az-
ZahirT with special reference to Steiner's fourfold hermeneutical motion.
Providing a fresh interpretation of the Qur'anic verse(s) under investigation
that considers both the two methodologies of tafsir and the hermeneutical
imperatives or rules of a sacred text as suggested by (Barton, 1997) and
Cosgrove (2005).

Gadamer H-G. Truth and method. 2nd revised edn. London: Continuum International
Publishing Group; 2004.
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Appendix

Transliteration Table: Consonants

Arabic Roman Arabic Roman
s b L t
e t L z
o th d ‘
z j d gh
z h = J
& kh d q
3 d 5 k
3 dh J |
J r 2 m
3 z J n
ur 5 T h
a sh 3 w
S ] & '
e d s Y

Transliteration Table: Vowels and Diphthongs
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Arabic Roman Arabic Eoman
a Tl an
- [E-1
u 3 un
_ | & N
| — -
TN :l a } aw
= =
_ & uww, O
& 1 §
o - (in final position))
# ) WrT
a (in final position)

5. The structure of the thesis

The thesis will consist of the following chapters:
Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1: Statement of the problem

1.2: Aim of the study

1.3: Objectives of the study

1.4: Research questions

1.5: Rationale

1.6: Scope and Limitations

1.7: Conclusion

Chapter 2: Literature review and Theoretical Framework
Chapter 3: Analytical and conceptual framework
Chapter 4: Methodology

Chapter 5: Data Analysis and Discussion

Chapter 6: Conclusion and Recommendation

321



UNIVERSITY of the
WESTERN CAPE

322

https://etd.uwc.ac.za



	Title (English): Analysis of selected allegorical Qur’anic verses with specific reference to Sūrat Yūsuf: A Hermeneutic approach
	Abstract
	Key words
	Introduction



