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Actual Situation of Labor and the Organization
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ABSTRACT

Non-standard workers have increased rapidly in South Korea since the economic
crisis of 1998. Most female workers were first subject to dismissals. Since female stan-
dard workers were rapidly replaced by non-standard personnel, the number of female
non-standard workers has increased further. This study clarifies how the Korean
Women’s Trade Union (KWTU) and the National House Management Cooperative
(NHMC) have uniquely organized these marginalized female workers.

Most female non-standard workers in South Korea cannot stay stably in a fixed
workplace and are individualized, isolated, scattered, and located in the most peripheral
portions of the labor market. Accordingly, it is very difficult for them to create their
own “labor society” as the axis of labor organization. However, the KWTU and the
NHMC have successfully organized them in different ways.

The KWTU has created a single, nationwide women’s trade union, which any
working woman can join as an individual, regardless of industry, occupation, region or
whether or not she is employed beyond the enterprise.

On the other hand, there are a huge number of informal female marginal workers
such as care-givers, who are excluded from legal recognition as workers. These women
cannot form labor-management relations because they cannot identify their employers.
Therefore, the NHMC has attempted to organize them by way of social non-profit co-
operatives so that such workers can manage themselves.

The different ways in which the KWTU and the NHMC have organized female
marginal workers should not be regarded as alternatives, but as having a mutually com-
plementary and cooperative relationship.

Key Words: female marginal workers, labor society, labor organization, the Korean
Women’s Trade Union, the National House Management Cooperative,
social cooperatives



