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What can be gained by recognizing “Japanese Heritage”?:

Case study on designing a regional society through cultural resources

ABSTRACT

The Agency of Cultural Affairs (ACA) has recognized “Japanese Heritage” since
2015. This institutional process encourages many local governments and relational ac-
tors in Japan to research their own cultural resources and use them to design their re-
gional societies. This paper describes this recognition procedure based on fieldwork,
focusing on the views of a policymaker in Asago City, Hyogo Prefecture, in the proc-
ess. First, we provide an overview of the role and the failed experiment of the Asago
city government, examining the difficulties of recognizing local cultural resources as
part of “Japanese Heritage.” Second, we describe the corporate process of creating sto-
ries for resubmitting papers not only by the Asago city government but also by other
peripheral municipalities. Third, we discuss how this experience influenced local ad-
ministrations regarding cultural properties after recognizing such an application. This
process improved their motivation and challenged new cultural policy tasks. Describing
such a policymaking process in creating original stories to be recognized by the ACA,
this paper provides some implications on designing regional societies as part of “Japa-
nese Heritage” through narrating stories about cultural resources.

Key Words: Japanese Heritage, story, designing regional society through cultural re-
sources



