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Welcome to the City of Indianapolis for the 2009 Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable and Region 7 ConferenceI’m very pleased to see so many of you are able to attend considering the budget restrictions we are all facing and hope many of you were able to take advantage of yesterday’s informative workshops.I’m Rick Bossingham, Assistant Commissioner of the Office of Pollution Prevention & Technical Assistance at the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, and am delighted that we are able to host this conference.I invite you to explore our capital city while you’re here: I encourage you to tour the Eiteljorg Museum, whose current exhibition examines people who have shaped perceptions of the West and Native America.  You can take in an Indianapolis Indians game, a Triple-A affiliate for the Pittsburg Pirates, and tour the new Lucas Oil Stadium, which is home to the Indianapolis Colts.You could stroll over to the Indianapolis Zoo and look at the new Dragons of Komodo exhibit or visit the Indianapolis Museum of Art where you can view the art galleries and explore the gardens.  There’s also Circle Centre Mall as well as several award winning restaurants located in the heart of downtown Indianapolis.



Conference Agenda

• Wednesday, June 3: Workshops
• Thursday, June 4: Sustainability
• Friday, June 5: Tools
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The Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable (GLRPPR) is a professional organization dedicated to promoting information exchange and networking to pollution prevention professionals in the Great Lakes regions of the United States and Canada. The conference committee has developed an information-packed agenda that is well-suited for all GLRPPR members, including assistance providers, businesses, government agencies, and consultants.  The purpose of this conference is to provide a forum in which attendees can share sustainability efforts and tools in order to improve organizational environmental performance.  I am particularly excited to host this conference because it correlates well with our agency initiatives and, because of this great location, so many of our agency staff are able to attend.  



Agency Overview

• Protect human health and the environment
• Inject sustainability throughout agency programs

– Eliminate waste
– Reduce risk
– Control costs
– Improve operational efficiency
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The mission of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management is to protect human health and our environment.  We have implemented lean activities throughout our agency to reduce the amount of time it takes to issue a permit, improve compliance rates, and reduce emissions.  Agency employees are educating regulated entities about their environmental requirements, ensuring these entities meet their legal requirements, and are assisting organizations facing significant staff reductions due to the slow economy, which often includes cutting environmental professionals.  Yet we as an agency realize we need to go a step further.  The next wave of environmental protection focuses on being “green” and sustainable, but this mindset is not merely hype or material for mainstream media.  Through our agency programs, we need to drive sustainability as a business model, not as a substitute for permit limits or enforcement activities.  Sustainability is our first resource for protecting human health and the environment.  Whether you’re a private business or a public entity, being more sustainable equates to eliminating waste, reducing risk, controlling costs, and improving operational efficiency.  



Agency Initiatives

• Encourage innovation and provide incentives that 
promote environmental stewardship and 
sustainability
– Performance-based recognition programs
– Technical pollution prevention assistance
– Compliance assistance
– Information sharing forums
– Pollution prevention integration
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In order to increase sustainability efforts throughout Indiana, we are encouraging innovation by providing incentives to governments, businesses, and citizens that promote environmental stewardship and sustainability.  We have performance-based recognition programs for businesses and municipalities; we provide onsite technical compliance and pollution prevention assistance at no cost; we organize forums and opportunities for business and governmental organizations to share pollution prevention successes; and we have infused sustainability throughout all of our agency programs.  
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Again, I welcome you to the City of Indianapolis and to the 2009 Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable and Region 7 Conference.  This conference aims at providing you with the tools and the knowledge to lead sustainability and environmental protection efforts in your organization or region.  
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