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Reformpédagogisierung of educational policy in West Germany since the 1980s:
Focusing on the Framework Concept of Nordrhein-Westfalen
“Gestaltung des Schullebens und Offnung von Schule”

Rei TANAKA

The purpose of this essay is to shed light on the relativization of reform of pedagogical thought and its
implementation which became clear as events unfolded which could be called “Reformpiddagogisierung of
educational policy” that occurred in West Germany in the 1980s. At that time, what can be taken as upstream
with regard to an examination is the Framework Concept Published in 1988 by the State of Nordrhein-Westfalen
“Formation of School Life and Opening Up of Schools” (Rahmenkonzept “Gestaltung des Schullebens und
Offnung von Schule”: GOS). This concept, which opened schools up to life outside the school with the intention
of forming a richer school life, inherited the attempts at reform of pedagogical thought in seeking to integrate
school and life. This case of attempted reform is worth noting as it generated discourse that became critical of
teaching policy reforms directed at educational policy.

The purpose of this essay is to clarify the reality of pedagogical schools and lesson reform developed as
GOS and highlight the criticisms made against it.

As a result, the following was clarified. First, GOS was formulated after a confrontation between the ruling
and opposition parties in the Legislature, and it was widely publicized through hearings and the resulting report
meetings. Secondly, it was aimed at integrating schools and life across four areas, and in practice, it was aimed
at cooperation between schools and communities. Third, however, GOS’s theory and practice were criticized
because these could lead to excessive demands being made on schools, and it offered oversimplified
expectations for practical life learning. From the above, it became clear that GOS based on the theory of
integration of schools and life outside schools was causing “Reformpédagogisierung of educational policy”

which drives contemporary educational reform.



	教育学系論集43巻２号p25-37.pdf



