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Development of a Composition Guidebook for Intermediate-
advanced Japanese Learners

KIDO Mitsuko, KATO Asagi, KOIKE Yasushi, HIRAKATA Yukiko,
ISHIKAWA Sanae, KIMIMURA Chihiro

[Abstract] This paper outlines the process leading up to the preparation of a
composition guidebook to support intermediate-advanced level learners learning
composition for academic Japanese, and reports on the guidebook development. We
hypothesize that during the composition learning process, learning will be more
effective if learners, regardless of their levels, can refer to a set of essential learning
items. Therefore, we prepared a composition guidebook based on the results of
course syllabi and level check composition analysis in the intermediate-advanced
composition classes of the supplementary Japanese language course of our university.
At multiple learner levels, we observed errors related to style and context in grammar
expression. Based on the errors, we selected six learning items, namely writing style,
quotation, conjunction and conjunctive particles, interrogative sentences, sentence-
ending expressions, and tense and aspect. We then created PowerPoint materials. As
a learning resource that can be shared, it is important to make it accessible to both
the teachers who are in charge of writing composition and to the learners who write
compositions, in an easy-to-use content and format.

[Keywords] Composition, intermediate-advanced learners, writing style, context,
grammar, material sharing
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