
Exploring the student experience of industry placements using 
sentiment analysis.
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y of the placement, they have not provided as much insight into the students’ 
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The purpose of this study was to explore students’ experiences of their BE/ME industry placement 



sentiment analysis. Sentiment analysis consists of analysis of ”
text” (Pang & Lee, 2008, p. i). Wilson, Wiebe & Hoffman, (2005) further define sentiment analysis as 
“the task of identifying positive and negative opinions, emotions, and evaluations”. 



exploring engineers’ emotional responses to their own work.  There are however several studies that 
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The primary aim of this study therefore, is to explore the students’ experiences of their industry 

h analysis of BE / ME students’ placement experiences; something that had not 

been used in higher education to understand engineering students’ experiences of their industry 
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“I wanted to try…I thought that was really interesting…I’ve always been interested” 

“Because at university you’re just given a class sheet and you work according to that.” 
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was conducted initially in order to test the feasibility of using sentiment analysis to explore students’ 
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