
   April 2008 
Academic publishers sued 
Georgia State University, 
claimed 126 instances of  
copyright infringement. 

May 2011 

126 99 75 48 5 4 

June 2011 May 2012 May 2012 March 2016 

Publishers limited their 
claims to infringements  
alleged to have occurred 
after GSU adopted a  
revised copyright policy  
in 2009. The publishers 
claimed 99 instances  
of infringement. 

The publishers revised 
their list of claimed  
infringements to 75  
instances, dropping 25 
and adding 1 from their 
earlier list. 

After a bench trial, the 
district court eliminated 
26 claimed infringements 
because the publishers 
did not show they  
owned copyright in  
those works. 

Of the remaining 48 
claimed infringements, 
the district court found 
the fair use doctrine 
protected 43 of the  
uses and 5 uses were 
infringing. 

Cambridge University Press v. Georgia State University 

On remand from the 
Eleventh Circuit, the district 
court reevaluated its 
application of the fair use 
factors to the 48 claimed 
infringements and found  
that 4 uses were  
infringing. 

This poster summarizes the  
ongoing copyright infringement 
litigation between several  
academic publishers and Georgia 
State University. Faculty posted 
copies of copyright-protected 
works in an electronic reserve  
system to enable students to  
access the readings. 
 
The case has bounced between the 
district court and the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit. The opinions generated by 
the litigation provides some 
guidance to institutions of higher  
education as they work to provide 
access to their faculty and  
students in accordance with the 
rights granted by law to copyright 
holders and users of the works. 
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AALL Copyright Committee 

Follow this link, 
http://go.iu.edu/1gdF, 
or scan this QR code 
to visit the Copyright 
Committee’s 
webpage.  
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