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Abstract 

 

With natural resources—terrestrial or coastal—fastly diminishing, governments are now 

resorting to biodiversity conservation, fast-tracking the introduction of new legislations, 

as well as the amendment of existing ones, and laying out programs that interpret existing 

practices and research agendas. This paper examines how biodiversity conservation—in 

addition to eco-tourism—has become an important symbol of the modernizing state of 

Sabah, Malaysia. It further examines the effects of biodiversity conservation on state and 

community management of natural resources, with particular reference to the 

management of natural resources by the indigenous peoples of Sabah. Citing case studies 

and focusing on a forest community at Kiau Nuluh, in the district of Kota Belud, 
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