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-Class: Hydromedusae

1-Order: Anthomedusae

Family: Corynidae - Tubulariidae —Pennariidae - Margelopsidae — Zancleidae —Cladonematidae — Eleuthriidae —
Cytaeididae- Clavidae - Hydractiniidae — Rathkeidae — Bougainvilliidae — Pandeidae —
Calycopsidae- Russelliidae- Polyorchidae-Tiarannidae

2— Order: Leptomedusae

Family: Dipleuromatidae —Melicertidae — Timoididae — Laodiceidae - Mitrocomidae —
Campanulariidae — Lovenellidae — Phialellidae - Phialuciidae — Eirenidae — Eutimidae - Aequoreidae

3— Order: Limnomedusae

Family:Moerisidae —Olindiadidae-Limnocnididae - Proboscidactylidae

4— Order: Trachymedusae

Family: Geryoniidae -Ptychogastriidae — Halicreatidae - Rhopallonematidae
5- Order: Narcomedusae
Family: Aeginidae —Cuninidae —Solmarisidae

6 —Order: Ptermedusae

Family : Armorhdridae
7 —Order: Siphonophora

Suborder: Disconanthae

Family: Porpitidae

Suborder: Cystonectae

Family: Physaliidae

Suborder: Physonectae

Family: Agalmidae

Suborder: Calycophorae

Family: Prayidae - Hippopodiidae - Diphyidae - Abylidae

el anly O (gl yls 45T Cowl Scyphomedusae £33 03,

-Class: Scyphomedusae
1-Order: Stauromedusae

Family: Eleutherocarpidae - Cleistocarpidae
2-Order:Cubomedusae

Family: Carybdeidae - Chirodropid

3-Order: Coronatae
Family:Atollidae —Atorellidae — Linuchidae -Nausithoidae
Paraphyllinidae - Periphyllidae

4 -Order: Semaeostomeae Family: Pelagiidae — Cyaneidae -
Ulmaridae
5-oredr: Rhizostomeae
Suborder: Kolpophorae Family: Cassiopeidae - Cepheidae —
Mastigiidae —Thysanostomatidae- Versurigidae
Suborder: Daktyliophorae Family: Lychnorhizidae- Catostylidae

-Lobonematidae Rhizostomatidae —Stomolophidae
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—Phylum:Coelentrata

-Subphylum:meduzoan
-Class: Hydromedusae

—Order: Leptomedusae

-Family:Phialellidae
-Genus:Phialella
-Family:Phialuciidae
-Genus:Phialucium
-Species:Phialucium carolinae
-Genus:Octophialucium
-Family: Eirenidae
-Genus:Eirene
-Species:Eirene kambara
-Species:Eirene hexanemalis
-Genus: Helgicirrha
-Species: Helgicirrha schulzei

-Family: Eutimidae
-Genus:Eutima

-Family: Aequoreidae
-Genus:Aequorea
-Species:Aequorea parva

— Order: Trachymedusae

-Family: Geryoniidae
-Genus:Liriope
-Spicies:Liriope tetraphylla
-Order: Siphonophora
-Suborder:Calycophorae
-Family: Diphyidae
-Genus:Diphyes
-Species:Diphyes chamissonis
-Species:Diphyes disper
-Genus:Lensia
-Species:Lensia subtiloides
-Class: Scyphomedusae
-Order: Rhizostomeae
-Suborder: Dakytyliophorae
-Family:Catostylidae
- Genus:Catostylus

—oredr:Semaeostomae

-Family:Pelagiidae
-Genus:Chrysoara
-Spicies:Chrysoara hysoscella
-Phylum: Ctenophora
- Class: Tentaculata
- Order: Cydippida
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- Family: Pleurobrachiidae
- Genus: Pleurobrachia
- Class: Nuda
- Order: Beroidae
- Family: Beroidae
- Genus: Beroe
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Abstract

Recently, we have been encountered to increasing jellyfish biomass in the world tropical coastal waters and
due to their role in ecosystem food web, can be made direct and indirect effects on marine stocks and causing
problems for fisherman’s communities. Now, the number of studies on this animal groups and factors which
caused to jellyfish bloom has been increased. Present study was carried out for identification and density
estimation of jellyfishes in the East and West coasts of Khure-Musa canal in Khuzestan coastal waters in
North-West of Persian Gulf. Monthly samples were collected by two sampling methods from randomly sites in
studied area in day light during February 2007 to January 2008. Small jellyfishes were collected by using 500
micron mesh net and density was calculated as number per 10 square meters. Large jellies were collected by
using shrimp trawl net and quantity measurements were done by swept area methods. Totally, 18 species
including 9 hydromedusae, 2 Scyphomedusae, 3 Siphonophorae and two Ctenophores were identified.
Generally from 5357 separated small jellyfish, 56.6 % was from East and 43.4 % was from west coasts.
Ctenophore, Pleurobranchia (31%) and then the Hydromedusa Eiren hexanemalis (22%) were the most
abundant taxa. The maximum number of jellyfish (1080 per 10m?) was observed in western coasts in July and
then decrease in summer and autumn. In contrast to Eastern coasts, the highest frequency (655 per 10 m?) was
observed in western coasts in September. Two peaks of frequency in May-June and in summer to fall were
observed in this area. The highest frequency of macro jellyfishes were in July and mostly in East coasts (2811
per km?). During February 2007 to February 2008 Catostylos tagi and Chrysoara hysocello were dominated.
Monthly jellyfish abundance variation showed inverse relation between Eastern and Western coasts. The
maximum diversity was in August in Eastern coast and July in Western coasts. The minimum values were
calculated in winter months in two areas. Obviously, with increasing jellyfish abundance, in summer months,
fish larvae population decreased. Jellyfish explosion can be caused by several factors, fishing pressure and
removing top predators from food web, climate change, global warming and eutrophication phenomena are
defined as the major factors in jellyfish bloom in worldwide tropical coastal waters. Therefore human activities
enhance the occurrence of this phenomenon. Recent drought, decreasing freshwater input, increasing waste
discharge and overfishing are probable causes for jelly blooms in Khuzestan coastal waters.

Keywords: Jellyfish- Eiren hexanemalis- Catostylos tagi-Khuzestan coastal waters-Persian Gulf
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