
Bryce, Derek (2017) High culture, heritage and the new 'capitals' of the 

Islamic world. In: Visualising the City. Singapore Institute of Technology, 

Singapore, pp. 72-73. , 

This version is available at https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/67399/

Strathprints is  designed  to  allow  users  to  access  the  research  output  of  the  University  of 

Strathclyde. Unless otherwise explicitly stated on the manuscript, Copyright © and Moral Rights 

for the papers on this site are retained by the individual authors and/or other copyright owners. 

Please check the manuscript for details of any other licences that may have been applied. You 

may  not  engage  in  further  distribution  of  the  material  for  any  profitmaking  activities  or  any 

commercial gain. You may freely distribute both the url (https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/) and the 

content of this paper for research or private study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes without 

prior permission or charge. 

Any correspondence concerning this service should be sent to the Strathprints administrator: 

strathprints@strath.ac.uk

The Strathprints institutional repository (https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk) is a digital archive of University of Strathclyde research 

outputs. It has been developed to disseminate open access research outputs, expose data about those outputs, and enable the 

management and persistent access to Strathclyde's intellectual output.

http://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/
mailto:strathprints@strath.ac.uk
http://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/


5 

High Culture, Heritage and the new ‘Capitals’ of the Islamic World 
 

Dr. Derek Bryce. Dept. of Marketing. University of Strathclyde 
 

Abstract 
 

Capital cities reveal how the state imagines itself or how it aspires to be, as well as 

how it wishes to be seen by others. This paper draws upon four separate field visits 

between 2010 and 2013 to Doha, Qatar; Dubai and Abu Dhabi, UAE and Muscat, 

Oman. It examines institutions in the religious and public sphere, the public heritage 

sector and the private sector retail and dining sectors to argue that these recently 

wealthy cities are augmenting their hypermodernity and economic success with very 

visible symbols of Islamic high culture. By drawing on the full historical and 

geographical panoply of the material cultural achievements of Islam, these states not 

only stake a claim to parity with the great Islamic cities of the past but also, indirectly, 

recognise the diversity of their own Muslim, largely expatriate, populations. These 

cities emerged relatively recently in historical terms when compared with the centres 

of Islamic high culture on whose influence they draw, such as Cairo, Istanbul, 

Isfahan, Agra and Samarkand and the opulence with which Muslim dynasties, such 

as the Mamluks, Ottomans, Safavids, Timurids and Mughals endowed them. It must 

be recalled that all of the cities examined in this paper are ruled by near-absolute 

monarchies with ample financial resources to announce their cultural credentials with 

few institutional or financial impediments. While absolute parallels with the Islamic 

imperial dynasties of the past cannot be made, it is argued here that similar 

motivations to announce cultural presence by drawing in and constructing the “best” 

(or at least the most visually arresting) are evident. Therefore, what we see is not so 

much a new flowering of Islamic culture as much as a new found confidence in its 

lavish expression. 
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