
74 PSYCHE (April-June 

COCOO~S AXD YOl-.XG OF CO::\IOPTERYX \'ICI::\A .. 
BY J. H. E!IIERTON, BOSTON, !II ASS. 

\\'bile hunting for spiders under leayes on the ground at Allston, a suburb 
of Boston, in ?\oyember, I found the cocoons of this neuropterons insect at­
tached to oak leaves and resembling the egg cocoons of small spiders like 
~Iiearia and Castaneira. The cocoon:=; \\'ere white and had fine parallel wrinkles 
across the upper surface, in this differing from spider cocoons, \Yhich are 
usually smooth. In nearly every c~se the cocoons were on small broken pieces 
of leaves of bst season's gro\Yth. The under side of the cocoon is thin and 
attached to the leaf by it s \\'hole surface. The upper side is formed by a flat 
ring sometimes thickened on the inner edge and a transversely wrinkled cover 
which is not attached to the inner eJge of the ring but beyond it '1~1r the outer 
border of the cocoon. as shown in the sect ion. The mature insect tears a hole 
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in the upper side large enough to crawl through, and lea,·es the pupa skin half 
way out. 

The lan·a is flattened sidewise like an amphipod crustacean ami lies 
on its side in the cocoon. It is motionless when removed, even after several 
clays in a warm room. It resembles closely the larva of C. f'socifomzis Curtis 
described and fig-ured by Schlcctenclal in the proceeding-s of the \'cn:in fur 
Xaturkuncle o f Zwickau. Saxony. in r88r. The heacl resembles it closely and 
the mandibles are short and pointed as in psociformis. hut the antennae and kg,; 
are much shorter than in that species. The whole bocly is roughened with fmc 
rounded elevations a nd each segment is crosser! by a single rmr of short hairs. 

Schlccten<lal found his larva? in "·inter umkr loose bark Df oak treL·s at 
H alle in cocoons resembling those of sp iders and \ras as much astonishecJ as 
I was at the di scovery. H e, hmn~vcr, concluclcd that the cocoons \\'ere really 
those of spiders ancl that the la rvae had eaten the eggs. The cocoons differ in 
structure from any spicler cocoons ,,·ith \rhich I am acquainted and it seems 
more probable that they are maclc by the larvae themselves \Yhen about to 
hibernate . 

. \ larva in a cocoon found :\' u\·ember CJ and kept in the house in a 
tight bott le matured and came out uf the cocoon January 30. Cocoons . 
collected January Jl anu then cunta ining l arV~l' had pupae in them :\larch I, 

and the ma ture insec ts came out March 12 to .-\pril 1. 
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