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l\IIOGKYLLUS AND ITS SPECIES lN THE UNITED STATES. 

BY SA~!UEL H. SCUDDER, CAii!BR!DGE, ~!ASS. 

l\'1 iogryllus, an Ame ri can genus, has 
not hitherto been recognized as occur­
ring in the United States, excepting that 
one of its species, originally described 
by me as a Gryllodes, was placed here 
by Saussure, who had not seen it. A 
study of the material in my collection, 
though scanty . re\·eals the presence of 
no less than five species, all found along 
our southern border, which may be sep­
arated by the table given below. 

I have seen none of the species found 
further south beyond our borders, but 
as developed in the United States, 1\iio­
gryllus- first described as a section or 
subgenus of Gryllus -is distinguished 
from (~ryllus by the much smaller size of 
its rep res en tatives, approximating N e­
mobius, in the (usual) absence or ex-

tremely inconspicuous nature of the 
aud itory foramen on the inner side of the 
fore tibiae (found distinctly in only one 
species), in the unbranched or only one­
branched (rarely two-branched) medias­
tinal Yein of the tegmina, in the presence 
of on ly two "oblique veins" on the tym­
panum of the male tegmina, in the longi­
tudinal course of the veins on the dorsal 
field of the female tegmina, in the brevity 
of the hind tibiae, which are only about 
two thirds as long as the hind femora 
and are armed on either side with four 
or five spines only, and in the striped or 
banded. usually longitudinally striped, 
summit of the head. The male tegmina 
are apically tr uncate or subtruncate, and 
the antennae are a pparcntly longer and 
slenderer than in Gryllus. 

Table of lite U11ited States species of 11/iogr)'llus. 

a 1. Auditory foramen on inner side of fore tibiae absent or very obscure. 
P. l>i sk of pronotum mottled irregularly with dark and light in equal masses, or 
wholly da rk; hind tibiae not or sca rcely more than two thirds as long as hind 
femora; mediast!nal vein of tegmina not more than one-branched. 

t 1• Head relatively large; prunotum noticeably broader in front than behind, 
the colors on disk and lateral lobes preYailingly light mfilatus. 
c"'. Head relatively small; pronotum not or but feebly broader in front than 
behind, the colors on disk and lateral lobes prevailingly dark. 

Jl. Head conspicuously striped longitudinally; lateral lobes of pronotum 
narrowly margined beneath wit h light color ; tegmina shorter than head and 
pronotum combined, the mediastinal vein unbranched liucatus. 
,/ 2• H ead generally black, sometimes slightly striped longitudinally; lateral 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Crossref

https://core.ac.uk/display/193642043?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


October, 1qo1] PSYCHE. 

lobes of pronotum broadly margined IJcneath with pale color ; te~1nina 

longer than h ead and pro notum together, the media stinal \·ein OIH.:-branched 

Jtfll.f.\"11/"t'i. 

/J2
• Disk of pronotum mainly light, with transverse clark stripes: hind tibiae dis­

tinctly. though but s lightly, more than two th irds a.~ long as hind kmora; nlecli­

astin al \'ein of tegmina o ne- o r two-bran ched tral/.''7'1'1'.,.,1!/r. 

a 2
• Audito ry foram e n on inner sid e of fore ti biae disti net though small . ,.,,.,, rl!tJ. 

Miogryllu s capitatus sp. no\·. 

A >to ut spec-ie>, conspicuous ly marked. 
I lend lnrge. tumid . gl isten ing, dark tuscons 
nbo,·e, consp icuously striped longitndinally 
wi t h testaceons, th ere be in g tl1!'e c> "tripes on 
.:ither side, while :dl till' lower part of t h e 
head i, testaceon,, inclnding t he month par ts; 
eyes black; ank nn ne lnteo-tc·,taceou,;. l'ro­
notutn half as bro:1d aga in a~ long, increas­
in g , ligh tly but distinct ly and regnlnrly in 
s ize from behind fo rward ,, bot h margin , 
tntncate, with a median impres,ed line, the 
di sk and nppet· hnli of lateral lobes mottled 
with blotche., ot fu,cous and ierrngineo­
teslt~ceous in about eq ual am oun ts, the lower 
halt or more of the lateral lobes testm·eous but 
narro11·Iy edged with fuscoth. T egmina :tbo nt 
a,; long as the head and pro not um together, 
apically s u btr uncate, testacco us, the media"­
tinal vein one-branched. Legs testaceo us, 
the fo r t: tibiae wit h t h e auditory foramen 
of inner side very feebly indicated. the hind 
t ibiae sl ightly more th:m two thirds as long 
a' hind femora, with fi 1·e sp ines on e ith.:r 
1n nrgin aboYe. 

L engt h of body. 12.5 mm.; pronotum, 3 
m111.; breadth ot h ead, 4·/S 111 111.; o f prono­
t unl in front. -l·S nun.; lengt h of tegn1ina. 
S·7.' mm.; hind fem ur:t,9·.'i mm.; hind tibine, 
G.;; mm. 

1 J, 2 immature. Gulf coast of Texas 

(Aaron). 

The Ia rge head is the noti ceable feat­

ure in this s pecies. 

Miogryllus lineatus. 

G1:l'llo,/,·s li11mlll.f Scudd ... \ nn. rep. 

chid eng .. 1~7G , -1~<) (187G). 
Th e hind femora are G.s 111111. lung and 

the hind tibiae -1·25 mm . 
llet\\·een \ 'irgin Ri1·er and Ft.ll[oha\·e, 

Ariz .. Aug. (\\' . Somes). 

M iogryllus saussurei. 

(;,:1'1111.1' S<lii JStrr,·i Scucld .. !'roc. J:ust. 

soc. nat. hist., xix. 35-3G ( 1877 ). 
The measurements of the hind legs 

a rc: femora, J, 9·5 mm., <?. <) 111111. : 

tibiae, J, 'i', G mm. 

Georgia (.\Iorrison) ; Rosell'ell, ( ;en. 

(King); Sandford, Fla. (G. H. Frazer); 

Key \\' est, Fla. (!\'[or rison). 

Miogryllu s transversalis ~p. no\'. 

.A relath·cly slender :-.pecie .... tl• .... taceou .... 
tra u,,· erse ly marknl \\ ith i11>cous. ll e;~d 

rathl.'r :-.tnall. tc.· ... tan:ou ... , 111arkcd "it h ~~ L11·.~c 

tnscous patch bc.:twc·L'Il the Oc<·lli and tu1· "" 

equal space behind thl'm. "'well a" do\\ n till· 
front nl'arly to thl' ,·Iypt:u> on ,·itla.,. ,i,k 
next thl' antenna! -..crohc .... ; l',\'l'..., and a p;th h 

beiO\\ •thl'lll fu:-.cou ... ; antcnnal' thn:c..· or lour 
t inH:~ a:-. long as body. fl'rrugilll'U-tc)>otaccotl)>o, 

the h:"al joint lutcou,. l'ronotlllll ~tb<Htl 

half a,; broad again "' Ion.~. >tdwqnal hut 
broadest in thl' middle. both marc:in' trun-
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cate, the disk luteo-testaceous, broadly mnr­
ginL·d behind "it h iuscmh, the lateral lobe>­
shallo\\-, fusco!ls, with an ob lique elliptical 
luteous patch at the lo\Yer anterior angle. 
Tegm ina cons iderably longer than hL·ad :md 
pronotu1n togt:ther, apiLaJly trunl·atl', testnce­
ous tnore or ll's.'-' in furnated, the \'C'in:-. luteuus, 

the tm:diast inrtl Yein one- or !\yo-branched; 
wings apparently ahurted. Leg . ..., pale luteou~. 

slightly flecked with fnscous, the auditory 
tyn1panu1n on inner side of fore tihi:1c \\'Hnt­

ing, tlw hind tibiae >-omcwhat mot·e than two 
birds"" long as the l1ind fL·mora, \Yilh fil'l: 

rather long and s- lender :-.pines on either lnar­

g in :llJuve. 

Length uf body, 13 n11n.; pronotutn, 2.S 
mm.; brcrtdth uf head, 3-IS mm.; of pronotum 
at front tnargin, J·S n1n1.; length of tcgrnina, 
S-6 mm.; or hind femora, 10 mm.; hind tibirtc:, 

7 mm. 

I d' Biscayne nay. Fla. (l\1rs. A. T. 
Slosso n). 

This species is remarkable for thl' 
tran sycrse dkct nf the m;-~rkings of thL· 

fr ont nf the body and has relatively 

longer hind tibiae than the other species. 

Miogryllus sicarius ~P- nov. 

.\ light-colorL·d >-knder 'l'''cies. I lead ll-.s~ 
taccou:-. with a large \'L'rtkal fu~cous patch 

extending frnm the hin der edge of the anten­
nae back\Yard. hut nnt reach in~ the eye,, and 
cont:1ining t\\·o :-.lender lnngitudin:1l te:-..tace­

ou.;; ~ tripes. Prnnotun1 about h.nlf :1...;, broad 

again ns long, L'l]llal in hrL"adth throughout, 
the hind rnnrgin fcL"hl.' .... inuou ..... , the ,,.lH>Ie 

tc:-.tncl·ous con~idlTahly blotched '' ith trans­
Yer'c pall'hc·>- nf fuSL·mts on the di>-k, thl' lat­
er:d carinae 111:11 ked posteriorly\\ ith fu:-..('OllS, 

thL· lmn:r margin "f the: lakral lobes and the 

hind n1argin ot the di .... k feeb ly ed.~ed '"ith 

h1~cou..;. 'fl'g111ina tl':-.tace()tts, fnlly a:-. long 
:1:-. head :11Hi pronCltunl tngcthl·r. not apically 
trunc:ttl', tl1e llll'dia:-.tinal \'C in unhr:tnl'hl'd; 

"·ing:-. exceedingly l1,ng, l'XIendin.g· b:H.:kwnrd 

1rhen at n:.,l ah"ut rt' far· as the ouhtrdchcd 
l1 ind leg:-.. Leg~ tL'~taceou,. the auditory 
foramen on innn >-ide of lhl' fore tibiae 'mall 
but di,tinct. 'hort o\'al; hind tibiae ahonlt\\·o 
third:-. as long as hind fc1nor:1, \\'ith fonr 
sp in es un the inner, fin.~ on outer row; uvi­
po~itor twil"e ~1:-. long a~ hind tibiae. 

Length of hody, 1_1 n11n.; pronottnn, 2 . .!S 
1n1n.; breadth nt hc:1.d. J·S n11n.; pronotu1n, 

3-S 111111.; length of tegn1ina. (, n11n.; hind 

fe1nora. 7·7S ninl.; hind tibiae. 5 Inln. ; O\'i­
po)-,itor, 10 111111. 

r 2, San Diego ( LThkr). 

This is the only species which has a 

distinct auditory foramen on the fore 
til;iae. 

IW GE(). ll. KIN<\ LA\VRt'.NCF, i\1.\SS. 

Just recently I >r. I' · Reh, of .tl am­
burg, Germany, sent me smne scale 
insects for name s. In one vial, to my 
surprise and with much pleasure, I 

found a scale insect ll'hich seems to 
ha\'e been in\'olvecl in obscurity for oYer 
a century and is here technically de­

scribed for the first time. 
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