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A.A. IntroductionIntroduction 

ItIt isis becomingbecoming allall tootoo clearclear that,that, 
unlessunless radicalradical stepssteps areare taken,taken, wewe areare 
inin dangerdanger ofof maimingmaiming ourour environmentenvironment 
andand manymany ofof itsits nonhumannonhuman inhabitantsinhabitants 
beyondbeyond recognition.recognition. TheThe problemsproblems 
resres uu ItiIti ngng fromfrom pollpoll ution,ution, depletiondepletion ofof 
thethe earth'searth's resources,resources, andand economiceconomic 
developmentdevelopment atat thethe expenseexpense ofof land,land, 
aiai r,r, andand waterwater growgrow increasiincreasi nglyngly 
severe.severe. AnimalsAnimals areare being.being. depriveddeprived 
ofof theirtheir habitats,habitats, andand speciesspecies areare 
becomingbecoming endangeredendangered oror extinctextinct atat anan 
alarmingalarming rate.rate. ItIt isis imperativeimperative thatthat 
wewe changechange ourour environmentalenvironmental policies.policies. 
EffectiveEffective policypolicy changeschanges requirerequire aa 
coherentcoherent ethicalethical basis,basis, however,however, andand 
environmentalistsenvironmentalists thusthus farfar havehave notnot 
beenbeen notednoted forfor theirtheir philosophicalphilosophical 
unity.unity. ManyMany differentdifferent positionspositions havehave 
beenbeen taken,taken, fromfrom thethe allegedlyallegedly "mod"mod
erate"erate" attitudeattitude ofof aa WilliamWilliam RuckelRuckel
shaus,shaus, toto thethe advocacyadvocacy ofof ecologicalecological 
sabotagesabotage byby "Earth"Earth First,"First," aa groupgroup 
inspiredinspired byby aa novelnovel (Edward(Edward Abbey'sAbbey's 
TheThe MonkeyMonkey WrenchWrench Gang)Gang) inin whichwhich 
machinesmachines areare trashed,trashed, bridgesbridges blownblown 
up,up, andand humanhuman lifelife treatedtreated cavalierlycavalierly 
atat best.best. 11 EcologistEcologist GarrettGarrett HardinHardin 
quitequite seriouslyseriously proposesproposes thatthat wilderwilder
nessness areasareas containcontain nono emergencyemergency roadsroads 
andand thatthat backpackersbackpackers whowho getget 
strandedstranded fifi ndnd theithei rr ownown wayway outout oror 
diedie (to(to bringbring inin helicoptershelicopters wouldwould 
defiledefile thethe sereneserene beautybeauty ofof thethe sursur
roundings).2roundings).2 TheThe diversitydiversity ofof envienvi
ronmentalistronmentalist views,views, manymany ofof themthem withwith 
unpalatableunpalatable consequencesconsequences toto mostmost 
humans,humans, hashas mademade environmentalismenvironmentalism anan 
easyeasy tata rgetrget forfor itsits detractors.detractors. 

AA coherentcoherent envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth icic isis 
necessanecessa ryry forfor thethe resolresol utionution ofof thth isis 
situation.situation. ButBut howhow cancan suchsuch anan ethicethic 

bebe formulatedformulated andand whatwhat wouldwould itsits 
implicationsimplications bebe forfor humanhuman andand nonhunonhu
manman animals?animals? AreAre thosethose implicationsimplications 
morallymorally defensible?defensible? II willwill notnot attemptattempt 
toto givegive aa comprehensivecomprehensive treatmenttreatment ofof 
allall thethe issuesissues thatthat havehave beenbeen raisedraised 
byby thethe growinggrowing literatureliterature onon environenviron
mentalmental ethics.ethics. Rather,',Rather,', willwill considerconsider 
thethe twotwo majormajor rivalrival conceptionsconceptions ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic whichwhich areare emergemerg
inging fromfrom thethe literature:literature: individualismindividualism 
andand holism.holism. II willwill sketchsketch whatwhat II taketake 
thethe implicationsimplications ofof eacheach forfor humanshumans 
andand nonhumansnonhumans toto be,be, thenthen discussdiscuss 
importantimportant objectionsobjections toto eacheach view.view. II 
wiwi IIII aa rguergue thatthat thethe individualindividual isticistic concon
ceptionception hashas moremore toto recommendrecommend itit fromfrom 
thethe moralmoral pointpoint ofof view.view. However,However, 
thethe holisticholistic approachapproach hashas meritmerit also,also, 
andand II willwill trytry toto showshow thatthat anan adeade
quatequate environmentalenvironmental ethicethic shouldshould concon
taintain elementselements fromfrom bothboth conceptions.conceptions. 

B.B. PreliminaryPreliminary DistinctionsDistinctions 

II willwill beginbegin withwith somesome necessarynecessary 
distinctions.distinctions. ByBy 'ethic''ethic' II meanmean aa comcom
prehensive,prehensive, coherentcoherent setset ofof principlesprinciples 
ofof valuevalue andand obligation.obligation. OfOf thethe twotwo 
typestypes ofof principles,principles, thosethose concerningconcerning 
valuevalue areare moremore fundamental.fundamental. TheThe 
moralmoral rightnessrightness ofof anan actact depends,depends, 
whollywholly oror inin part,part, onon whetherwhether itit propro
motesmotes thatthat whichwhich isis intrinsicallyintrinsically 
valuable;valuable; i.i. e.,e., valval uableuable forfor itsits ownown 
sake.sake. BeingsBeings areare intrinsicallyintrinsically valuavalua
bleble toto thethe extentextent toto whwh ichich theythey possposs
essess certaincertain properties.properties. JustJust whichwhich 
propertiesproperties thosethose aa rere mustmust bebe deterdeter
minedmined byby anan ethic'sethic's theorytheory ofof value.value. 
SomeSome candidatescandidates are:are: havinghaving thethe 
capacitycapacity toto experienceexperience pleasupleasu rere oror 
happiness;happiness; havinghaving thethe capacitycapacity forfor 
knowledge;knowledge; havinghaving thethe capacitycapacity forfor 
freedom;freedom; beauty,beauty, harmony,harmony, health,health, 
aa ndnd life.life. SuchSuch properties,properties, aa ndnd thethe 
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eventsevents oror statesstates ofof affaaffa irsirs whwh ichich 
exemplifyexemplify them,them, areare morallymorally relevantrelevant 
accordingaccording toto anan ethic,ethic, butbut onlyonly beingsbeings 
cancan bebe saidsaid toto havehave moralmoral standingstanding oror 
toto bebe morallymorally considerable.considerable. BecauseBecause 
ofof thethe propertiesproperties certaincertain beingsbeings have,have, 
wewe areare obligatedobligated toto considerconsider howhow theythey 
wouldwould bebe affectedaffected byby aa givengiven actionaction oror 
policy.policy. MorallyMorally considerableconsiderable beingsbeings 
areare valuablevaluable inin theirtheir ownown right.right. ItIt 
followsfollows thatthat itit wouwou IdId bebe wrongwrong toto treattreat 
themthem asas instrumentallyinstrumentally valuablevaluable only;only; 
i.e.,i.e., asas meremere instrumentsinstruments forfor thethe propro
ductionduction ofof otherother value.value. 33 AnAn ethicethic 
mustmust determinedetermine whichwhich beingsbeings areare toto 
countcount asas morallymorally considerable,considerable, andand itit 
mustmust dodo soso onon thethe basisbasis ofof morallymorally 
relevantrelevant characteristics.characteristics. ItIt mustmust alsoalso 
arrivearrive atat aa nonarbitrarynonarbitrary criterioncriterion ofof 
moralmoral significancesignificance whichwhich willwill allowallow forfor 
thethe resolresol utionution ofof conflconfl ictsicts amongamong mormor
allyally considerableconsiderable beings.beings. 

AnAn ethicethic isis environmentalenvironmental ifif andand 
onlyonly ifif itit accordsaccords moralmoral standingstanding toto 
somesome nonnon sentientsentient beings.beings. 44 SomeSome 
plants,plants, naturalnatural objects,objects, oror systemssystems 
mustmust coucou ntnt asas beibei ngng valval uableuable inin theithei rr 
ownown right.right. AnAn ethicethic whichwhich classifiesclassifies 
allall suchsuch beingsbeings asas merelymerely instrumeninstrumen
tallytally valuablevaluable wouldwould be,be, inin TomTom 
Regan'sRegan's words,words, anan ethicethic "" forfor thethe useuse 
ofof thethe envienvi ronment,"ronment," 55 notnot anan envienvi ronron
mentalmental ethic.ethic. AnAn environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
isis notnot aa narrowlynarrowly focusedfocused setset ofof prinprin
ciplesciples pertainingpertaining onlyonly toto whatwhat wewe callcall 
"environmental"environmental issues."issues." ItIt willwill havehave 
implicationsimplications forfor allall beingsbeings withwith moralmoral 
standing,standing, whoeverwhoever oror whateverwhatever theythey 
maymay be.be. 

WhatWhat beingsbeings havehave moralmoral standing?standing? 
AccordingAccording toto thethe individualisticindividualistic concon
ceptionception ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic,ethic, 
onon IyIy iindividndivid ualual entitiesentities (hereafter,(hereafter, 
simplysimply 'individuals')'individuals') cancan bebe morallymorally 
considerable,considerable, bebe theythey humans,humans, nonnon huhu
manman animals,animals, oror redwoods.redwoods. OnOn suchsuch aa 
view,view, ecosystemsecosystems andand speciesspecies havehave nono 
moramora II stasta ndnd ii ng.ng. AccordAccord iingng toto thethe 
holisticholistic conceptionconception ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic,ethic, itit isis complexcomplex systemssystems ofof indiindi
vidualsviduals ('beings'('beings' inin aa broadbroad sensesense ofof 
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thethe term)term) whichwhich havehave moralmoral standing:standing: 
ii nndd iviv iidd uuaa IIss assass uucc hh hhaavv ee nonnon ee .. II wiwi IIII 
referrefer toto thesethese viewsviews asas envienvi ronmentalronmental 
individualismindividualism andand environmentalenvironmental hoho
lism,lism, respectively.respectively. 

HowHow isis oneone toto evaluateevaluate thesethese twotwo 
conceptionsconceptions ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic?ethic? 
HowHow cancan oneone determinedetermine whetherwhether eithereither 
isis moremore justifiablejustifiable thanthan aa moremore traditradi
tonaltonal ethicethic forfor thethe useuse ofof thethe environenviron
ment?ment? ItIt wouldwould bebe impossibleimpossible toto disdis
cusscuss thethe vastvast literatureliterature onon thethe 
meaningmeaning andand justificationjustification ofof ethicalethical 
viewsviews here,here, soso II willwill simplysimply offeroffer aa 
proposalproposal whichwhich mostmost contemporarycontemporary 
etheth icalical theoriststheorists accept.accept. WhateverWhatever itit 
maymay meanmean toto saysay thatthat aa human,human, fox,fox, 
lakelake oror speciesspecies isis intrinsicallyintrinsically valuavalua
ble,ble, itit isis plainplain thatthat one'sone's judgmentjudgment 
mustmust meetmeet somesome minimalminimal criteria.criteria. IfIf 
one'sone's judgmentjudgment isis (1)(1) notnot informedinformed 
aboutabout thethe relevantrelevant facts,facts, includingincluding thethe 
informationinformation oneone gainsgains aboutabout sentientsentient 
beingsbeings throughthrough empathy,empathy, oror (2)(2) isis notnot 
clearlyclearly thoughtthought out,out, oror (3)(3) isis notnot 
impartial,impartial, oror (4)(4) isis notnot universalizauniversaliza
ble,ble, thenthen thatthat judgmentjudgment isis notnot justi justi 
fied.fied. Conversely,Conversely, ifif aa judgment·judgment· ofof 
intrinsicintrinsic valuevalue meetsmeets allall thesethese condicondi
tions,tions, itit isis asas justifiedjustified asas anan ethicalethical 
judgmentjudgment cancan everever be:be: itit isis well-conwell-con
sidered.sidered. Therefore,Therefore, thethe ethicsethics inin 
questionquestion willwill bebe testedtested byby takingtaking thethe 
moralmoral pointpoint ofof view:view: wewe will·will· trytry toto 
determidetermi nene whetherwhether theythey standstand upup toto 
clear,clear, informed,informed, impartialimpartial scrutinyscrutiny 
whenwhen universaliz·ed.universaliz·ed. WeWe cancan callcall thisthis 
anan appealappeal toto thosethose famousfamous "ethical"ethical 
intuitions,"intuitions," providedprovided wewe nevernever forgetforget 
thatthat thosethose iintuntu itionsitions mustmust bebe well-conwell-con
sidered.sidered. AnAn appealappeal toto suchsuch intuitionsintuitions 
isis notnot toto bebe confusedconfused withwith anan appealappeal 
toto simplisticsimplistic moralmoral biases.biases. ThoseThose phiphi
losopherslosophers whowho attackattack thethe methodmethod ofof 
appealingappealing toto intuitionsintuitions areare reallyreally justjust 
objectingobjecting toto thethe latterlatter practice.practice. GG 

C.C. TheThe FailureFailure ofof the
the
 
HomocentricHomocentric EthEth ic
ic
 

BeforeBefore tutu rnrn ii ngng toto envienvi ronmentalronmental 
individualismindividualism andand holism,holism, \et\et usus 
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brieflybriefly considerconsider theirtheir traditionaltraditional rival:rival: 
thethe homocentrichomocentric ethic.ethic. AccordingAccording toto 
it,it, allall andand onlyonly humanhuman beingsbeings havehave 
moralmoral standing.standing. NonhumanNonhuman animals,animals, 
plants,plants, oror naturalnatural objectsobjects havehave valuevalue 
onlyonly inin soso farfar asas theythey serveserve humanhuman 
interests.interests. TheThe chiefchief theoreticaltheoretical defectdefect 
ofof thethe homocentrichomocentric ethicethic isis thethe arbiarbi
trarytrary natunatu rere ofof itsits criterioncriterion ofof moralmoral 
considerability.considerability. ToTo excludeexclude fromfrom thethe 
realmrealm ofof moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability thosethose 
nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals whowho differdiffer fromfrom 
(some)(some) humanshumans inin nono respectrespect otherother 
thanthan species-membershipspecies-membership isis toto bebe 
guiltyguilty ofof aa kindkind ofof thinkingthinking akinakin toto 
racism,racism, asas PeterPeter SingerSinger hashas argued.argued. 77 

ApartApart fromfrom thisthis devastatingdevastating defect,defect, 
moreover,moreover, thethe homocentrichomocentric ethicethic failsfails 
toto accordaccord withwith ouou rr consideredconsidered viewsviews 
aboutabout envienvi ronmentalronmental preservation.preservation. ItIt 
is,is, ofof course,course, truetrue thatthat enlightened,enlightened, 
long-long- rangerange homo-sapiens-interesthomo-sapiens-interest 
wouldwould justifyjustify manymany environmentallyenvironmentally 
soundsound policies:policies: e.g.,e.g., thethe haltinghalting ofof 
fufu rtherrther depletiondepletion ofof thethe ozoneozone layerlayer 
byby flfl uorocauoroca rbonrbon s,s, thth ee redred uuctionction ofof 
otherother air,air, land,land, andand waterwater pollutionpollution 
thatthat harmsharms humans,humans, andand thethe safersafer 
dispositiondisposition ofof toxictoxic wastes.wastes. SurelySurely wewe 
coucou IdId improveimprove uponupon somesome ofof ouou rr cucu rr
rentrent "caretakers""caretakers" who,who, believingbelieving thatthat 
thethe SecondSecond ComingComing isis atat hand,hand, thinkthink 
therethere willwill bebe nono futurefuture generationsgenerations toto 
benefitbenefit fromfrom aa cleanclean envienvi ronment.ronment. 
Nevertheless,Nevertheless, thethe homocentrichomocentric etheth icic 
cannotcannot gogo farfar enough.enough. ItsIts fatalfatal flaw,flaw, 
asas EricEric KatzKatz hashas argued,argued, isis itsits makingmaking 
envienvi ronmentalronmental preservationpreservation conticonti ngentngent 
onon humanhuman attitudes:attitudes: 

BasingBasing argumentsarguments forfor environenviron
mentalmental preservationpreservation onon thethe 
premisespremises ofof utilitarianutilitarian moralmoral 
theorytheory willwill onlyonly revealreveal thethe 
precariousprecarious relationshiprelationship whichwhich 
exex iistssts betweenbetween thethe satisati sfactionsfaction 
ofof humanhuman needsneeds andand thethe prespres
ervationervation ofof naturalnatural objects.objects. 88 

ThereThere areare manymany speciesspecies ofof animalsanimals andand 
plantsplants whichwhich fewfew humanshumans value,value, whosewhose 
extinctionextinction wouldwould notnot harmharm us:us: e.g.,e.g., 
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ss nana iiI-daI-da rters,rters, dd usus ky-footedky-footed woodwood rats,rats, 
thethe furbishfurbish lousewortlousewort (an(an unassumingunassuming 
andand rarerare littlelittle plant),plant), andand perhapsperhaps 
eveneven thethe timbertimber wolf.wolf. 99 AsAs thethe casecase ofof 
thethe TellicoTellico DamDam shows,shows, eliminationelimination ofof 
somesome speciesspecies maymay resultresult fromfrom policiespolicies 
whichwhich benefitbenefit humanshumans economicallyeconomically andand 
recreationally.recreationally. (Fortunately(Fortunately forfor thethe 
snail-darters,snail-darters, theythey havehave anotheranother habihabi
tattat whichwhich isis asas yetyet uncoveteduncoveted byby 
humans.)humans.) HumanHuman interestsinterests mightmight bebe 
betterbetter satisfiedsatisfied ifif wewe reducedreduced thethe 
numbernumber ofof animalanimal species,species, puttingputting 
theithei rr formerformer habitatshabitats toto economicallyeconomically 
betterbetter use.use. WhyWhy notnot followfollow thethe gengen
eraleral policypolicy whichwhich wewe seesee pursuedpursued inin 
Borneo,Borneo, wherewhere orangutansorangutans areare losinglosing 
theithei rr forestforest homeshomes toto fafa rms?rms? WeWe coucou IdId 
savesave cute,cute, cuddly,cuddly, andand bizarrebizarre reprerepre
sentativessentatives ofof somesome ofof thesethese speciesspecies forfor 
displaydisplay inin zoos,zoos, wherewhere theythey areare soso 
muchmuch easiereasier toto seesee andand enjoy.enjoy. TurnTurn
inging toto somesome nonnon sentientsentient partsparts ofof ourour 
envienvi ronment,ronment, wewe havehave alal readyready seenseen 
thethe shsh riri nn kagekage ofof thethe amouamou ntnt ofof parksparks 
andand wildernesswilderness areasareas inin thethe publicpublic 
domain.domain. ThoseThose thatthat remainremain areare oftenoften 
pollutedpolluted (from(from anan environmentalistenvironmentalist 
pointpoint ofof view)view) byby superhighways,superhighways, 
motels,motels, restaurants,restaurants, laundromats,laundromats, 
motorcycles,motorcycles, motorboats,motorboats, snowmobilessnowmobiles 
andand land-rovers.land-rovers. FarFar tootoo manymany areasareas 
havehave beenbeen "Yosemitized.""Yosemitized." Yet,Yet, thesethese 
measuresmeasures maymay wellwell havehave resultedresulted inin aa 
greatergreater amountamount ofof humanhuman satisfaction.satisfaction. 
ForFor everyevery furiousfurious SierraSierra ClubClub memmem
ber,ber, therethere aa rere manymany contentedcontented toutou
rists.rists. 

Moreover,Moreover, itit mightmight bebe veryvery benefibenefi
cialcial fromfrom aa homocentrichomocentric pointpoint ofof viewview 
toto alteralter somesome envienvi ronmentalronmental attitudesattitudes 
whichwhich manymany peoplepeople stillstill have.have. MartinMartin 
Krieger,Krieger, inin anan articlearticle inin ScienceScience calledcalled 
"What's"What's WrongWrong withwith PlasticPlastic Trees?,"Trees?," 
aa rguesrgues thatthat 

thethe demanddemand forfor rara rere envienvi ronron
mentsments isis aa learnedlearned one.one. ItIt 
alsoalso seemsseems likelylikely thatthat consciousconscious 
publicpublic choicechoice cancan manipulatemanipulate 
thisthis learninglearning soso thatthat thethe envienvi
ronmentsronments whichwhich peoplepeople learnlearn toto 
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useuse andand wantwant reflectreflect environenviron
mentsments thatthat aa rere likelylikely toto bebe 
availableavailable atat lowlow costcost ...... What'sWhat's 
wrongwrong withwith plasticplastic trees?trees? MyMy 
guessguess isis thatthat therethere isis veryvery litlit
tletle wrongwrong ..withwith them.them. MuchMuch 
moremore cancan bebe donedone withwith plasticplastic 
treestrees andand thethe likelike toto givegive mostmost 
people.people. thethe feelingfeeling thatthat theythey 
areare experiencingexperiencing nature.nature. 1010 

WouldWould itit eveneven bebe allall thatthat difficultdifficult toto 
changechange people'speople's attitudesattitudes inin thisthis 
direction?direction? PlasticPlastic flowersflowers andand artifiartifi
cialcial househouse plantsplants areare alreadyalready favoredfavored 
byby many,many, asas areare fake-animalfake-animal lawnlawn 
ornaments.ornaments. WhyWhy notnot putput astrotuastrotu rfrf 
underunder thethe ceramicceramic deer,deer, chicks,chicks, bunbun
nies,nies, andand flamingoes?flamingoes? ManyMany peoplepeople 
alreadyalready findfind thethe charmscharms ofof mechanicalmechanical 
beastsbeasts inin thethe wildswilds ofof DisneylandDisneyland 
muchmuch moremore appealingappealing thanthan thosethose ofof 
theithei rr lessless entertaientertai nini ngng natunatu rara II coucou ntnt
erparts.erparts. WeWe wouldwould notnot needneed toto makemake 
thethe special,special, costlycostly effortsefforts whichwhich prespres
ervationervation ofof rarerare environmentsenvironments andand wildwild 
animalsanimals callcall forfor ifif mostmost peoplepeople becamebecame 
satisfiedsatisfied withwith cheapcheap replacements.replacements. 

ItIt isis evidentevident thatthat thethe homocentrichomocentric 
etheth icic mama keskes thethe envienvi ronment,ronment, asas wellwell 
asas individualindividual animals,animals, hostagehostage toto thethe 
interestsinterests whichwhich humanshumans happenhappen toto 
have.have. TheseThese interestsinterests frequentlyfrequently runrun 
countercounter toto environmentalenvironmental preservation.preservation. 
II maintainmaintain thatthat reflectionreflection aboutabout ourour 
"Yosemitized""Yosemitized" parksparks andand thethe prospectprospect 
ofof environmentalenvironmental plastificationplastification showsshows 
thisthis implicationimplication toto bebe unacceptable.unacceptable. 
SinceSince itit doesdoes notnot accordaccord withwith ourour concon
sideredsidered view,view, thethe homocentrichomocentric etheth icic 
failsfails toto bebe anan adequateadequate ethicethic forfor thethe 
useuse ofof thethe environment.environment. 

D.D. EnvironmentalEnvironmental IndividualismIndividualism 

LetLet usus seesee whetherwhether environmentalenvironmental 
individualismindividualism isis anan improvementimprovement onon thethe 
homocentrichomocentric etheth ic.ic. SomeSome recentrecent pp roro
ponentsponents ofof thisthis viewview havehave beenbeen ChrisChris
tophertopher Stone,llStone,ll TomTom Regan,12Regan,12 andand 
DonaldDonald Scherer.Scherer. 1313 EnvironmentalEnvironmental indiindi
vidualismvidualism accordsaccords moralmoral standingstanding toto 

humans,humans, sentientsentient nonhumannonhuman animals,animals, 
andand somesome plantsplants andand naturalnatural objects.objects. 
ThisThis ethicethic hashas twotwo chiefchief advantagesadvantages 
overover aa homocentrichomocentric ethic.ethic. First,First, itit 
doesdoes notnot accordaccord moralmoral standingstanding onon thethe 
basisbasis ofof aa morallymorally irrelevantirrelevant characcharac
teristic:teristic: species.species. ItIt isis inin agreementagreement 
withwith thethe consideredconsidered viewview thatthat sentientsentient 
nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals havehave valuevalue inin theirtheir 
ownown right,right, thatthat theythey aa rere notnot toto bebe 
regardedregarded asas meremere instrumentsinstruments forfor 
hh umauma nn gratification.gratification. Second,Second, suchsuch aa 
viewview implimpl iesies thatthat extensiveextensive exploitaexploita
tion,tion, pollpoll ution,ution, andand plastificationplastification ofof 
thethe envienvi ronmentronment isis wrong,wrong, eveneven ifif itit 
coucou IdId bebe donedone withoutwithout haha rmirmi ngng thethe 
chanceschances forfor humanhuman survivalsurvival andand 
enjoyment.enjoyment. ThisThis too,too, II maintain,maintain, 
agreesagrees withwith ourour consideredconsidered views.views. 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental individualismindividualism makesmakes neinei
therther nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals nornor wildernesswilderness 
areasareas hostagehostage toto thethe preferencespreferences peopeo
pleple happenhappen toto have.have. Thus,Thus, itit isis 
superiorsuperior fromfrom thethe moralmoral pointpoint ofof viewview 
toto thethe homocentrichomocentric ethic.ethic. However,However, 
severasevera II seriousserious objectionsobjections havehave beenbeen 
pressedpressed againstagainst environmentalenvironmental individindivid
ualism.ualism. LetLet usus considerconsider eacheach inin turn.turn. 

1.1. HolistsHolists havehave chargedcharged thatthat envienvi
ronmentalronmental individualismindividualism isis objectionobjection
ablyably atomistic.atomistic. E.g.,E.g., AlistairAlistair GunnGunn 
arguesargues thatthat 

[Holistic][Holistic] environmentalismenvironmentalism 
seemsseems incompatibleincompatible withwith thethe 
'Western''Western' obsessionobsession withwith indiindi
vidualism,vidualism, whichwhich leadsleads usus toto 
resolveresolve questionsquestions aboutabout ouou rr 
treatmenttreatment ofof animalsanimals byby appealappeal
inging toto thethe essentiallyessentially atomistic,atomistic, 
competitivecompetitive notion.,notion., ofof 
rightsrights ...... 1414 

TheThe samesame objectionobjection isis mademade moremore fullyfully 
byby KennethKenneth Goodpaster,Goodpaster, inin aa frefre
quentlyquently citedcited articlearticle criticalcritical ofof indiindi
vidualismvidualism inin ethics:ethics: 

II amam conviconvi ncednced thatthat thethe meremere 
enen lala rgementrgement ofof thethe classclass ofof 
morallymorally considerableconsiderable beingsbeings is.is. 
anan inadequateinadequate substitutesubstitute forfor aa 
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genuinegenuine environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. 
thethe oft-oft- repeatedrepeated pleaplea byby 

somesome ecologistsecologists andand environenviron
mentalistsmentalists thatthat ourour thinkingthinking 
needsneeds toto bebe lessless atomisticatomistic andand 
moremore 'holistic''holistic' translatestranslates intointo aa 
pleaplea forfor aa moremore embraciembraci ngng 
objectobject ofof moralmoral consideration.consideration. 
II nn aa sense,sense, itit representsrepresents aa 
pleaplea toto returetu rnrn toto thethe richerricher 
GG reekreek conceptionconception ofof aa manman byby 
naturenature socialsocial andand notnot intelligiintelligi
blybly removableremovable fromfrom hishis socialsocial 
andand politicalpolitical context-thoughcontext-though itit 
goesgoes beyondbeyond thethe GreekGreek concepconcep
tiontion inin emphasizingemphasizing thatthat sociesocie
tiesties tootoo needneed toto bebe understoodunderstood 
inin aa context,context, anan ecologicalecological 
context,context, andand thatthat itit isis thisthis 
lala rgerrger wholewhole thatthat isis "the"the 
bearerbearer ofof value.value. 1l151l15 

TheThe objectionobjection isis thatthat anyany ethicethic whichwhich 
restrictsrestricts moralmoral standingstanding toto individuindividu
als,als, bebe theythey sentientsentient oror nonsentient,nonsentient, 
ignoresignores thethe mutualmutual dependenciesdependencies ofof 
individualsindividuals andand thethe largerlarger ecologicalecological 
contextcontext whichwhich includesincludes them.them. ItIt isis 
thesethese largelarge systemssystems whichwhich areare intrinintrin
sicallysically valuable,valuable, notnot thethe individualsindividuals 
theythey include.include. 

II believebelieve thisthis objectionobjection toto bebe doudou
blybly mistamista ken.ken. FiFi rst,rst, itit attacksattacks aa 
"straw"straw ethic.ethic. 1111 NoNo oneone whowho advocatesadvocates 
anan individualisticindividualistic ethic,ethic, whetherwhether oror 
notnot itit includesincludes nonnon sentientsentient beings,beings, isis 
unawareunaware ofof thethe mutualmutual dependenciesdependencies ofof 
individualsindividuals andand theirtheir reliancereliance onon land,land, 
air,air, andand waterwater forfor existence.existence. OfOf 
coursecourse individualsindividuals dodo notnot existexist inin isoiso
lation.lation. ToTo paraphraseparaphrase JohnJohn Donne,Donne, 
nono lousewortlousewort "is"is anan islandisland untounto itself.itself. 
Second,Second, itit simplysimply doesdoes notnot followfollow thatthat 
ifif anan individualindividual isis aa membermember ofof aa largelarge 
complexcomplex whole,whole, withoutwithout whichwhich itit couldcould 
notnot exist,exist, thethe wholewhole ratherrather thanthan thethe 
individualindividual mustmust bebe "the"the bearer"bearer" ofof 
intrinsicintrinsic value.value. WouldWould wewe saysay thatthat aa 
childchild whowho isis aa membermember ofof aa richlyrichly 
complexcomplex familyfamily unitunit therebythereby lackslacks allall 
valuevalue inin hishis ownown right,right, thethe familyfamily 
(not(not itsits members!)members!) alonealone havinghaving 

E&AE&A IV/4IV/4 

intrinsicintrinsic value?value? TheThe inferenceinference isis aa 
nonnon sequitur.sequitur. ThusThus environmentalenvironmental 
individualismindividualism survivessurvives .this.this objection.objection. 

2.2. AnAn objectionobjection hashas beenbeen raisedraised 
againstagainst proponentsproponents ofof "animal"animal liberalibera
titi 00 nn "" ww hh iichch aa IIsoso aapp pp lieslies toto enen vv ii roro nn 
mentalmental individualists.individualists. ViewsViews accordingaccording 
toto whichwhich sentientsentient beings,beings, regardlessregardless 
ofof theirtheir originsorigins andand specialspecial charactercharacter
istics,istics, areare morallymorally considerableconsiderable areare 
sasa idid toto conflconfl ictict withwith ouou rr consideredconsidered 
intuitionsintuitions thatthat wildwild animalsanimals areare ofof 
vastlyvastly greatergreater valuevalue thanthan domesticdomestic 
animals.animals. J.J. BairdBaird CallicottCallicott writeswrites thatthat 
therethere isis "a"a sharpsharp distinctiondistinction betweenbetween 
thethe veryvery differentdifferent plightsplights (and(and 
rights)rights) ofof wiwi IdId aandnd domesticdomestic aniani
mals.mals. "16"16 HeHe suggestssuggests thatthat domesticdomestic 
animalsanimals havehave littlelittle oror nono moralmoral standstand
ing:ing: 

DomesticDomestic animalsanimals areare creationscreations 
ofof man~man~ TheyThey areare livingliving artiarti
facts,facts, butbut aartifactsrtifacts nevertheneverthe
less,less, andand theythey constituteconstitute yetyet 
anotheranother modemode ofof extensionextension ofof 
thethe worksworks ofof manman intointo thethe ecoeco
system.system. FromFrom thethe perspectiveperspective 
ofof thethe landland ethicethic aa herdherd ofof 
cattle,cattle, sheepsheep oror pigspigs isis asas 
muchmuch oror moremore aa ruinousruinous blightblight 
onon thethe landscapelandscape asas aa fleetfleet ofof 
foufou r-wheel-dr-wheel-d riverive offoff thethe roadroad 
vehveh icles.icles. 1717 

DomesticDomestic animalsanimals areare saidsaid toto bebe objecobjec
tionabletionable humanhuman artifacts,artifacts, havinghaving beenbeen 
"bred"bred toto docility,docility, tractability,tractability, stupidstupid
ityity andand dependency."lsdependency."ls WildWild animals,animals, 
onon thethe otherother hand,hand, havehave muchmuch moremore 
admirableadmirable qualities,qualities, qualitiesqualities withoutwithout 
whichwhich theythey couldcould notnot havehave survived.survived. 
ItIt isis thethe latter,latter, CallicottCallicott suggests,"suggests," 
notnot thethe former,former, whichwhich ourour intuitionsintuitions 
telltell usus aarefitrefit objectsobjects ofof ourour concern.concern. 
TheyThey belongbelong inin thethe worldworld inin whichwhich 
theythey havehave naturallynaturally evolved;evolved; thethe 
patheticallypathetically unfitunfit creaturescreatures ofof ouou rr ownown 
makingmaking dodo not.not. 

TheThe inhumaneinhumane treatmenttreatment ofof 
penpen nedned domesticsdomestics ss houhou IdId notnot 
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be,be, II suggest,suggest, eveneven discusseddiscussed 
inin thethe samesame contextcontext asas whalingwhaling 
andand wildlifewildlife traffic;traffic; itit isis aa disdis
serviceservice toto dodo so.so. 1919 

IInn replyreply toto thisthis objection,objection, itit shouldshould 
fifi rstrst bebe notednoted thatthat envienvi ronmentalronmental iindindi
vidualvidual ismism needneed notnot implyimply thatthat domesticdomestic 
andand wildwild animalsanimals havehave equalequal intrinsicintrinsic 
value.value. ToTo saysay thatthat theythey areare allall mormor
allyally considerableconsiderable isis notnot yetyet toto saysay 
tt hathat theythey ss hh00 uu IIdd bebe gg iiveventhnth ee ssaameme 
degreedegree ofof moralmoral consideration.consideration. ToTo 
thth inkink otherwiseotherwise isis toto confuseconfuse thethe cricri
terionterion ofof moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability withwith thethe 
criterioncriterion ofof moralmoral significance.significance. 2o2o SecSec
ond,ond, itit doesdoes indeedindeed seemseem plausibleplausible 
thatthat domesticdomestic andwil.dandwil.d animalsanimals oughtought 
toto bebe accordedaccorded differentdifferent treatment,treatment, 
butbut thethe differencedifference oughtought toto bebe inin 
favorfavor ofof thethe domesticdomestic animals.animals. 
Doesn'tDoesn't thethe mannermanner inin whichwhich wedelibwedelib
eratelyerately createdcreated thesethese creatucreatu resres 
increaseincrease ratherrather thanthan decreasedecrease ouou rr 
obligationobligation toto them?them? ConsiderConsider thethe folfol
lowinglowing parallel.parallel. WeWe believebelieve thatthat wewe 
havehave specialspecial responsibilitiesresponsibilities toto thosethose 
humanshumans whomwhom wewe bringbring intointo existenceexistence 
inin accordanceaccordance withwith ourour culturallyculturally 
inculcatedinculcated preferencespreferences forfor certaincertain 
numbersnumbers andand sexsex distributionsdistributions ofof propro
geny,geny, atat I,eastI,east uu ntinti II theythey areare matumatu re.re. 
ButBut whbtwhbt ifif wewe arrangedarranged itit soso thatthat 
theythey diddid notnot reachreach maturity?maturity? SupSup
pose,pose, aa lala AldousAldous Huxley,Huxley, wewe usedused 
geneticgenetic engineeringengineering techniquestechniques toto crecre
ateate humanhuman beingsbeings whowho werewere deliberdeliber
atelyately stuntedstunted intointo dociledocile bovinebovine idiidi
ocy.ocy. WeWe mightmight savesave somesome papa rticularlyrticularly 
attractiveattractive onesones forfor pets,pets, butbut mostmost wiwi IIII 
bebe putput toto work.work. WeWe traintrain themthem toto dodo 
thethe jobsjobs notnot fitfit forfor iintellntell igentigent sensen sisi
tive:tive: humans,humans, wewe useuse themthem forfor experiexperi
mentsments whichwhich willwill benefitbenefit us,us, oftenoften 
causingcausing themthem agony,agony, andand wewe eateat thethe 
tastytasty onesones afterafter subjectingsubjecting themthem toto 
factory-farmingfactory-farming techniquestechniques thatthat causecause 
themthem greatgreat misery.misery. (Dimwitted(Dimwitted thoughthough 
theythey aa re,re, theythey stisti IIII havehave thethe capacitycapacity 
toto suffer,suffer, asas dodo domesticdomestic animals.)animals.) ItIt 
seemsseems toto meme thatthat wewe wouwou IdId oweowe thesethese 
creaturescreatures aa greatgreat deal,deal, includingincluding 
moralmoral consideration.consideration. FromFrom thethe moralmoral 
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p~intp~int ofof view,view, thethe plightplight ofof OLiOLi rr 
stuntedstunted domesticdomestic humanshumans isis onon allall 
foufou rsrs withwith thethe pipi igig htht ofof ouou rr domesticdomestic 
animals.animals. II cancan onlyonly concludeconclude thatthat wewe 
havehave greater,greater, notnot lesser,lesser, moralmoral obliobli
gationgation ss toto thesethese dependentdependent "a"a rtifacts"rtifacts" 
thanthan toto theithei rr independentindependent wiwi IdId aboriabori
ginalginal progenitors.progenitors. ThisThis conclusionconclusion 
squasqua resres wellwell withwith thethe envienvi ronmentalistronmentalist 
viewview thatthat wildwild animalsanimals oughtought notnot toto bebe 
interferedinterfered withwith unlessunless interferenceinterference isis 
requiredrequired toto restorerestore aa balancebalance wewe earear
lierlier disturbed.disturbed. Thus,Thus, itit seemsseems thatthat 
environmentalenvironmental individualismindividualism doesdoes notnot 
conflictconflict withwith ourour consideredconsidered viewsviews 
aboutabout domesticdomestic andand wildwild animalsanimals afterafter 
all.all. 

3;3; ItIt hashas beenbeen objectedobjected thatthat thethe 
extensionextension ofof anan ethicethic toto includeinclude nonnon
humanhuman oror nonnon sentientsentient individualsindividuals 
stretchesstretches ouou rr moralmoral conceptsconcepts outout ofof allall 
recbgnrecbgn ition.ition. GoodpasterGoodpaster putsputs thisthis 
objectionobjection well:well: 

TheThe "individualistic""individualistic" modelmodel 
strainsstrains ourour moralmoral sensitivitiessensitivities 
andand intuitionsintuitions toto thethe breakingbreaking 
point,point, invitinginviting talktalk ofof thethe 
"rights"rights ofof animals,animals, "" fromfrom doldol
phinsphins toto mosquitoes;mosquitoes; "rights,""rights," 
andand eveneven duties,duties, ofof natunatu ralral 
objectsobjects IiIi keke treestrees andand rivers;rivers; 
"chauvinism";"chauvinism"; andand courtcourt suitssuits 
broughtbrought inin thethe namesnames ofof perper
sonifiedsonified speciesspecies oror eveneven hishis
toricaltorical landmarks.landmarks. 2121 

II mustmust co'nfessco'nfess thatthat II dodo notnot fi.ndfi.nd taltal kk 
ofof animalanimal rightsrights toto bebe counter-intuicounter-intui
tive,tive, providedprovided thethe animalsanimals areare sensen
tient,tient, butbut thethe extensionextension ofof suchsuch taltal kk 
toto nonsentientnonsentient beibei ngsngs isis anotheranother matmat
ter:ter: OneOne doesdoes indeedindeed quailquail atat thethe 
thoughtthought ofof carryingcarrying bannersbanners forfor 
rocks'rocks' rightsrights andand lousewortlousewort liberation.liberation. 
DoesDoes thethe MississippiMississippi riverriver havehave thethe 
rigohtrigoht notnot toto havehave itsits coucou rserse alteredaltered 
byby LouisianaLouisiana civilcivil engineers?engineers? DoDo redred
woodswoods havehave dutiesduties toto squsqu iirrels?rrels? AA 
viewview whichwhich hashas suchsuch implicationsimplications isis 
veryvery suspect.suspect. SomeSome versionsversions ofof 
environmentalenvironmental individualismindividualism areare openopen 
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toto thisthis objection.objection. E.g.,E.g., lawlaw professorprofessor 
ChristopherChristopher StoneStone arguesargues thatthat "it"it isis 
notnot unthinkable"unthinkable" toto accordaccord rightsrights toto 
naturalnatural objectsobjects likelike rivers,rivers, trees,trees, andand 
rocks,rocks, andand hehe believesbelieves humanshumans oughtought 
toto reprep resentresent thosethose riri gg htshts inin coucou rtsrts ofof 
law.law. 2222 WhyWhy notnot "unthinkable?""unthinkable?" 
Revealingly,Revealingly, StoneStone tiesties hishis viewview toto aa 
WhiteheadianWhiteheadian idealismidealism whichwhich accordsaccords 
consciousnessconsciousness toto allall natunatu rara II objects,objects, 
includingincluding plantsplants andand rocksrocks andand eveneven 
atoms.atoms. HeHe eveneven recommendsrecommends thatthat wewe 
regardregard thethe entireentire planetplanet asas aa concon
sciousciou ss entity.entity. 2323 

ItIt isis notnot clearclear whetherwhether StoneStone 
believesbelieves thisthis toto bebe truetrue oror isis simplysimply 
proposingproposing itit asas aa usefuluseful "myth."myth. "24"24 IfIf 
itit isis justjust aa myth,myth, andand wewe havehave everyevery 
reasonreason toto believebelieve thatthat itit is,is, itit cancan 
hardlyhardly justifyjustify anyany rightsrights ascriptionsascriptions 
toto nonnon sentientsentient objects.objects. ToTo accordaccord 
rightsrights toto rocks,rocks, atat least,least, isis toto dodo 
violenceviolence toto thethe conceptconcept ofof rights,rights, aa 
conceptconcept whwh ich,ich, asas JoelJoel FeiFei nn bergberg hashas 
argued,argued, entailsentails thatthat everyevery rightsrights
holderholder hashas interests.interests. 2525 ItIt makesmakes 
sensesense toto saysay thatthat sentientsentient beibei ngsngs havehave 
interests,interests, butbut whatwhat aboutabout nonsentientnonsentient 
beings?beings? InIn aa veryvery stretchedstretched sensesense ofof 
'interest,''interest,' wewe cancan attributeattribute interestsinterests 
to,to, e.g.,e.g., grassgrass (it(it needsneeds sunsun andand 
water)water) .. ButBut thenthen wewe cancan alsoalso saysay 
thatthat lawnmowerslawnmowers havehave anan interestinterest inin 
havinghaving theirtheir enginesengines oiledoiled andand theirtheir 
bladesblades sharpened.sharpened. AsAs BryanBryan NortonNorton 
argues,argues, ifif wewe basebase rights-ascriptionsrights-ascriptions 
onon suchsuch aa watered-downwatered-down conceptconcept ofof 
interests,interests, theythey becomebecome entienti relyrely aa rbirbi
trary.26trary.26 ThusThus objectionobjection (3)(3) hashas concon
siderablesiderable forceforce againstagainst viewsviews whichwhich 
ascribeascribe rightsrights toto nonnon sentientsentient beings.beings. 

However,However, envienvi ronmentalronmental iindividualndividual
ismism needneed havehave nono suchsuch implication.implication. 
TheThe conceptsconcepts ofof 'having'having aa right'right' andand 
'being'being morallymorally considerable'considerable' areare notnot 
coextensive,coextensive, asas GoodpasterGoodpaster himselfhimself 
pointspoints out.out. 2727 WeWe maymay accordaccord allall sensen
tienttient beingsbeings rightsrights (though(though notnot necesneces
sarilysarily thethe samesame rights)rights) withoutwithout 
accordiaccordi ngng rightsrights toto nonsentientnonsentient 
beings,beings, whilewhile neverthelessnevertheless regardingregarding 

E&AE&A IV/4IV/4 

somesome ofof thethe latterlatter asas beingbeing morallymorally 
considerable.considerable. ButBut atat thisthis point,point, thethe 
objectionobjection re-emerges:re-emerges: doesdoes notnot suchsuch 
aa suggestionsuggestion stretchstretch ouou rr conceptconcept ofof 
moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability outout ofof allall recogrecog
nition?28nition?28 AnAn excellentexcellent casecase cancan bebe 
mademade forfor thethe moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability ofof 
sentientsentient individuals,individuals, whowho havehave interinter
estsests inaina nontrivialnontrivial sense,sense, butbut onon 
whatwhat groundsgrounds cancan moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability 
bebe extendedextended toto plantsplants andand mountains?mountains? 

OneOne possiblepossible replyreply isis thatthat whateverwhatever 
existsexists is,is, simplysimply byby virtuevirtue ofof itsits 
existence,existence, morallymorally considerable.considerable. IfIf 
thth isis werewere thethe case,case, thethe entienti rere bubu rdenrden 
onon envienvi ronmentalronmental individualismindividualism wouwou IdId 
bebe shiftedshifted toto itsits criterioncriterion ofof moralmoral 
significance:significance: allall thethe "claims""claims" ofof mormor
aa IIII yy concon ss iidede rr aa bbleilei nndd iivv iidd uuaa IIss (( ii .. e.e. ,, 
eveeve rybody)rybody) wouwou IIdd hhaveave toto bebe rara nn kk -0-0 rr
derdderd inin aa nonarbitrarynonarbitrary way.way. PerhapsPerhaps 
tt hishis coco uu IIdd bebe dodo nne,e, butbut itit isis dodo uubtfbtfuu II 
thatthat thisthis challengechallenge reallyreally mustmust bebe met.met. 
For,For, howhow cancan existenceexistence bebe aa morallymorally 
relevantrelevant characteristic?characteristic? LeavingLeaving asideaside 
thethe difficultydifficulty ofof whetherwhether itit cancan bebe aa 
chacha racteristicracteristic atat all,all, oneone wonderswonders whywhy 
existenceexistence asas suchsuch shouldshould matter.matter. OneOne 
tendstends toto shakeshake one'sone's head,head, withwith JohnJohn 
RodmaRodma n,n, atat ZenZen mastersmasters whowho regarega rdrd 
aa IIII tt hh iinngsagsasinsin tt rr inin sicasica \I\I yy valval uuaabb Ie,Ie,

2929includingincluding smog.smog. ShortShort ofof adoptingadopting 
aa theologicaltheological perspectiveperspective (which(which wouldwould 
yokeyoke environmentalenvironmental individualismindividualism toto 
somesome veryvery questionablequestionable assumptions),assumptions), 
itit isis hardhard toto seesee howhow merelymerely existingexisting 
shouldshould entitleentitle oneone toto moralmoral considerconsider
ability.ability. Moreover,Moreover, reflectionreflection aboutabout 
futurefuture generationsgenerations suggestssuggests thatthat exisexis
tencetence maymay notnot eveneven bebe necessarynecessary forfor 
suchsuch status.status. 

What,What, then,then, mustmust thethe criterioncriterion ofof 
moralmoral considerabiconsiderabi IIityity be?be? IfIf anyany 
beingsbeings areare notnot toto countcount asas morallymorally 
considerable,considerable, thethe exclusionexclusion mustmust bebe 
basedbased onon morallymorally relevantrelevant characterischaracteris
tics.tics. ThisThis problemproblem mustmust bebe solved'solved' ifif 
environmentalenvironmental individualismindividualism isis toto bebe 
takentaken seriously.seriously. RatherRather thanthan dodo anan 
exex haustivehaustive susu rveyrvey ofof recentrecent attemptsattempts 
toto solvesolve thethe problemproblem andand theirtheir 
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difficulties,3odifficulties,3o II willwill offeroffer aa suggessugges
tion.tion. ThereThere areare certaincertain qualitiesqualities 
whichwhich somesome naturallynaturally occurringoccurring nonnon
sentientsentient individualsindividuals havehave whichwhich makemake 
themthem iintrintri nsicallynsically valval uable;uable; e.e. g.g. ,, 
beauty,beauty, rnarna rvelousrvelous adaptionadaption toto theithei rr 
environments,environments, uniqueness,uniqueness, theirtheir con.;.con.;. 
tributiontribution toto thethe diversitydiversity onon thisthis 
planet.planet. ThereThere isis aa wholewhole clustercluster ofof 
aestheticaesthetic qualqual ities,ities, oneone otot moremore ofof 
whichwhich areare possessedpossessed byby individualsindividuals 
suchsuch asas thethe GrandGrand Canyon,Canyon, aa redwoodredwood 
tree,tree, aa stonestone wornworn smoothsmooth byby aa river,river, 
aa bee,bee, andand aa specimenspecimen ofof furbishfurbish 
lousewort.lousewort. (Sentient(Sentient beingsbeings maymay havehave 
suchsuch qualitiesqualities too,too, butbut thesethese qualitiesqualities 
areare notnot thethe primaryprimary sourcesource ofof theirtheir 
moralmoral considerability,considerability, asas discusseddiscussed 
above.)above.) BeingsBeings whichwhich areare intrinsiintrinsi
callycally valuablevaluable inin anyany ofof thesethese waysways 
oughtought toto bebe takentaken intointo accountaccount whenwhen 
wewe makemake aa moralmoral decision,decision, eveneven ifif 
theythey areare nonsentient.nonsentient. JustJust asas wewe 
oughtought notnot wantonwanton IyIy toto defacedeface MicheMiche
langelo'slangelo's Pi-eta,Pi-eta, wewe oughtought notnot toto makemake 
picn'icpicn'ic tablestables outout ofof aa 2000-year-old2000-year-old 
livingliving redwood.redwood. Careful,Careful, informedinformed 
reflectionreflection aboutabout thethe redwoodredwood andand eveneven 
aboutabout thethe unun remarkableremarkable butbut rarerare fufu rr
bishbish lousewortlousewort willwill resultresult inin ourour admiadmi
rationration andand regard.regard. ExamplesExamples ofof 
beibei ngsngs whwh ichich wouldwould notnot coucou ntnt asas beibei ngng 
morallymorally considerableconsiderable onon thesethese groundsgrounds 
are:are: aa plantplant oror nonsentientnonsentient animalanimal 
which,which, duedue toto aa disastrousdisastrous mutation,mutation, 
hashas becomebecome unfitunfit forfor susu rvival,rvival, andand 
hashas nono otherother redeemiredeemi ngng aestheticaesthetic 
qualities;qualities; aa nonnon sentientsentient beibei ngng whwh ichich isis 
notnot inin thethe leastleast rara rere andand hashas nono otherother 
over-ridingover-riding aestheticaesthetic value;value; mostmost 
humanhuman junk,junk, .. suchsuch asas plasticplastic milkmilk 
jugs;jugs; andand smog.smog. 

TheThe appealappeal toto valuesvalues suchsuch asas 
beauty,beauty, harmohY,harmohY, diversity,diversity, andand uniuni
quenessqueness isis hardlyhardly shockinglyshockingly new:new: 
theythey havehave beenbeen onon thethe listslists ofof plural.;.plural.;. 
isticistic valuevalue theoriststheorists sincesince Plato'sPlato's time.time. 
OnlyOnly hedonistshedonists areare aptapt toto balkbalk atat 
them,them, andand hedonismhedonism isis aa veryvery dubiousdubious 
theorytheory ofof value.value. WhatWhat willwill disturbdisturb 
eveneven nonnon hedonhedon ists,ists, however,however, isis thethe 
suggestionsuggestion thatthat suchsuch qualitiesqualities havehave aa 

placeplace inin anan envienvi ronmentalronmental ethic.ethic. IIss itit 
notnot homocentrichomocentric toto grantgrant beingsbeings moralmoral 
considerabilityconsiderability onon aestheticaesthetic grounds?grounds? 
Are-Are- wewe notnot makingmaking plantsplants andand natunatu
rallyrally occurringoccurring objectsobjects hostagehostage toto 
humanhuman aestheticaesthetic preferencespreferences inin thethe 
samesame wayway inin whwh ichich thethe homocentrichomocentric 
ethicethic makesmakes allall nonhumannonhuman entitiesentities hoshos
tagetage toto humanhuman interests?interests? 

ThisThis isis aa veryvery seriousserious objection,objection, 
butbut II believebelieve itit cancan bebe handled.handled. 
First,First, thethe hornocentricethichornocentricethic regardsregards 
allall nonhumannonhuman individuals,individuals, sentientsentient oror 
nonse'ntient,nonse'ntient, asas instrumentallyinstrumentally valval uableuable 
only.only. TheyThey merelymerely contribute.contribute. toto 
intrinsicallyintrinsically valuablevaluable humanhuman experiexperi
ences.ences. Now,Now, itit isis truetrue thatthat humanhuman 
aestheticaesthetic expetientesexpetientes areare intrinsicallyintrinsically 
worthwhile,worthwhile, butbut thethe suggestionsuggestion thatthat 
nons-entientnons-entient beingsbeings whwh ichich havehave certaicertai nn 
aestheticaesthetic qualitiesqualities bebe morallymorally considconsid
erableerable entailsentails thatthat theythey areare intrinsiintrinsi
callycally valuablevaluable also.also. TheThe aestheticaesthetic 
experiencesexperiences wewe havehave areare aa responseresponse toto 
thesethese beibei ngs,ngs, notnot thethe sousou rcerce ofof theithei rr 
merelVmerelV i-nstrumentali-nstrumental value.value. II believebelieve 
reflectionreflection bearsbears thisthis out.out. ConsiderConsider 
one'sone's responseresponse toto aa strip-minedstrip-mined mounmoun
tain.tain. SupposeSuppose thatthat allall thethe sentientsentient 
lifelife whichwhich th.atth.at partpart ofof thethe mountainmountain 
hadhad supportedsupported hashas beenbeen movedmoved toto anan 
eveneven moremore congenialcongenial envienvi ronment.ronment. 
ApartApart fromfrom instrumentalinstrumental considerationsconsiderations 
(such(such asas thethe economiceconomic benefitsbenefits ofof thethe 
strip.;.mining),strip.;.mining), isn'tisn't oneone distresseddistressed atat 
whatwhat hashas beenbeen done?done? ItIt isis notnot thethe 
lossloss ofof pleasurablepleasurable aestheticaesthetic experiexperi
encesences forfor presentpresent andand futurefuture humanshumans 
thatthat wewe mourn,mourn, itit isis thethe mutimuti lationlation ofof 
themouthemou ntanta in.in. ItIt isis thethe objectobject ofof ourour 
distress,distress, notnot anyany missingmissing experiences.experiences. 
ThTh usus therethere isis aa crucialcrucial disanalogydisanalogy 
betweenbetween thth isis viewview andand thethe homocentrichomocentric 
ethic.ethic. 

But,But, itit maymay nownow bebe objected,objected, 
althoughalthough itit isis truetrue thatthat envienvi ronmentalronmental 
individualis'mindividualis'm doesdoes notnot makemake humanhuman 
beingsbeings morallymorally priorprior inin thethe wayway thethe 
homocentrihomocentri cc etheth icic does,does, areare wewe notnot 
assigningassigning moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability onon aa 
"-subJective,""-subJective," thusthus arbitrary,arbitrary, humanhuman 
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basis?basis? WhateverWhatever nonnon sentientsentient beingsbeings 
humanshumans happenhappen toto findfind aestheticallyaesthetically 
appealingappealing makemake thethe cut,cut, whereaswhereas othoth
ersdoersdo not:not: theythey areare hostage,hostage, soso thethe 
objectionobjection goes,goes, toto hh umauma nn aestheticaesthetic 
preferences.preferences. AA successfulsuccessful replyreply toto 
thisthis objectionobjection willwill havehave toto drawdraw thethe 
distinctiondistinction betweenbetween whatwhat merelymerely seemsseems 
toto bebe aestheticallyaesthetically valuablevaluable andand whatwhat 
isis aestheticallyaesthetically valuable.valuable. AestheticAesthetic 
judgmentsjudgments areare nono moremore subjectivesubjective 
whimswhims thanthan areare otherother valuevalue judgments.judgments. 
TheyThey mustmust bothboth receivereceive thethe samesame test:test: 
theythey mustmust bebe well-consideredwell-considered andand asas 
freefree fromfrom biasbias asas possible.possible. CertainlyCertainly 
thisthis isis aa veryvery difficudifficu ItIt uu ndertanderta kiki ngng 
butbut thenthen soso isis thethe makingmaking andand testingtesting 
ofof anyany valuevalue judgment.judgment. ThisThis isis nono 
groundground forfor despair,despair, butbut aa challengechallenge toto 
workwork inin thethe areaarea ofof environmentalenvironmental 
aesthetics.aesthetics. 3311 

II concludeconclude thatthat environmentalenvironmental indiindi
vidualismvidualism hashas notnot beenbeen shownshown toto 
stretchstretch ouou rr conceptconcept ofof moralmoral considerconsider
abilityability outout ofof allall recognition,recognition, althoughalthough 
somesome versionsversions ofof itit dodo distortdistort thethe 
conceptconcept ofof rightsrights andand thusthus oughtought toto 
bebe rejected.rejected. 

TheThe nextnext objectionobjection focusesfocuses onon thethe 
criterioncriterion ofof moralmoral significance.significance. ItIt hashas 
beenbeen objectedobjected thatthat environmentalenvironmental indiindi
vidualism,vidualism, byby extendingextending thethe rangerange ofof 
thethe morallymorally considerableconsiderable toto somesome 
plantsplants andand naturalnatural ·objects,·objects, leadsleads toto aa 
virtuallyvirtually impossibleimpossible task:task: thethe necesneces
sitysity ofof resolvingresolving thethe manymany conflictingconflicting 
claimsclaims ofof humans,humans, nonnon humanhuman animals,animals, 
plants,plants, mountains,mountains, etc.etc. ThisThis isis thethe 
objection.objection. whichwhich inspiinspi redred JohnJohn RodRod
man'sman's puzzledpuzzled question:question: "My"My God,God, 
shouldshould wewe givegive 'America''America' backback toto thethe 
'Indians'.'Indians'. .. oror [to][to] thethe sumac?"32sumac?"32 
SeveralSeveral otherother philosophersphilosophers havehave alsoalso 
raisedraised thisthis objection.objection. 3333 

OneOne thingthing isis clear:clear: oneone cannotcannot 
avoidavoid thethe objectionobjection byby decladecla riri ngng thatthat 
allall morallymorally considerableconsiderable beingsbeings areare 
equallyequally valuable.valuable. ConsiderConsider AlbertAlbert 
Schweitzer'sSchweitzer's claimclaim thatthat 
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[The[The ethicalethical man]man] doesdoes notnot askask 
howhow farfar thisthis oror thatthat lifelife 
deservesdeserves sympathysympathy asas valuablevaluable 
inin itself,itself, notnot howhow fafa rr itit isis 
capablecapable ofof feeling.feeling. ToTo him,him, 
lifelife asas suchsuch isis sacred.sacred. 3434 

WhomWhom shouldshould oneone save:save: thethe humanhuman 
beingbeing oror thethe anophelesanopheles mosquito?mosquito? AsAs 
NortonNorton poipoi ntsnts out,out, thethe resres uu ItIt ofof suchsuch 
anan ethicethic isis moralmoral paralysis.paralysis. 3s3s UnlessUnless 
oneone werewere toto resortresort toto anan inordinateinordinate 
amountamount ofof coin-tossing,coin-tossing, inconsistencyinconsistency 
isis thethe onlyonly answeranswer forfor thethe moralmoral agentagent 
whowho acceptsaccepts thisthis view.view. SchweitzerSchweitzer 
waswas quitequite admiadmi rablyrably inconsistent:inconsistent: hehe 
cutcut downdown junglejungle toto buildbuild hishis hospitalhospital 
inin centralcentral AfricaAfrica andand laboredlabored mightilymightily 
againstagainst thethe interestsinterests ofof thethe anophelesanopheles 
mosquito.mosquito. 3636 

TheThe religionreligion ofof JaiJai nn ismism inin IIndiandia hashas 
compacompa rablerable difficudifficu Ities.Ities. TheThe fifi rstrst ofof 
fivefive sacredsacred vowsvows whichwhich aa JainJain mustmust 
makemake isis "not"not toto destroydestroy lifelife ofof anyany 
kiki nd.nd. "" FollowersFollowers gogo toto heroicheroic lengthslengths 
toto carrycarry outout thethe vow:vow: e.g.,e.g., theythey 
refuserefuse toto farmfarm becausebecause plowingplowing andand 
harvestingharvesting killskills innocentinnocent plantsplants andand 
insects;insects; theythey don'tdon't walkwalk inin thethe darkdark 
forfor fearfear ofof murderingmurdering unseenunseen grassgrass 
andand insects;insects; theithei rr "s"s ky-clad"ky-clad" monmon ksks 
wearwear nono clothes,clothes, refuserefuse toto bathebathe oror 
brushbrush theirtheir teethteeth (too(too manymany microbemicrobe 
liveslives wouldwould bebe wipedwiped outout byby suchsuch 
actionaction s),s), andand weawea rr face-masface-mas ksks toto pp rere
ventvent theithei rr inadvertentlyinadvertently swaswa IlowiIlowi ngng 
insects.insects. TheyThey areare lacto-vegetarianslacto-vegetarians 
whowho eateat onon IyIy plantsplants whwh ichich aarere certificertifi
ablyably deaddead (but(but notnot byby murder!murder! )) andand 
whowho insins iistst 00 nn bobo iiiiii nngg (( !)!) thethe ii rr milmil kk 
andand water.water. Nevertheless,Nevertheless, consistencyconsistency 
withwith thethe firstfirst vowvow isis foreverforever impossiimpossi
ble.ble. EvenEven thosethose monmon ksks whowho choosechoose toto 
stasta rverve toto deathdeath ratherrather thatha nn conticonti nuenue 
destroyingdestroying lifelife destroydestroy theirtheir ownown 
lives.lives. 3737 

TheThe primaryprimary purposepurpose ofof anan ethicethic isis 
toto serveserve asas anan actionaction guideguide forfor thethe 
achievementachievement ofof certaincertain worthyworthy goals.goals. 
IfIf thosethose goalsgoals cancan nevernever bebe achieved,achieved, 
thethe actionaction guideguide isis aa failure.failure. InIn bothboth 
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ofof thethe aboveabove reverence-for-lifereverence-for-life etheth ics,ics, 
thth isis isis aa didi rectrect 'consequence'consequence ofof thethe 
refusalrefusal toto adoptadopt aa criterioncriterion forfor moralmoral 
significance.significance. 

HowHow thenthen cancan conflconfl ictsicts bebe resolvedresolved 
byby anan envienvi ronmentalronmental individualist?individualist? 
DonaldDonald Scherer,Scherer, whosewhose ownown viewview isis 
primarilyprimarily individualistic,.individualistic,. suggestssuggests thatthat 
"the"the wayway toto dealdeal withwith conflictsconflicts ofof 
positivepositive valval uesues isis thth ree-fold:ree-fold: avoidavoid 
them,them, dissolvedissolve them,them, oror minimizeminimize 
them.them. "38"38 ThisThis isis goodgood advice,advice, butbut inin 
whosewhose favorfavor dodo wewe minimizeminimize unavoidaunavoida
bleble conflicts?conflicts? II thinkthink thatthat aa pLausiblepLausible 
viewview wouldwould havehave toto implyimply thatthat beibei ngsngs 
withwith interestsinterests (not(not inin thethe stretchedstretched 
sensesense ofof 'interest''interest' whichwhich appliesapplies toto 
grassgrass andand lawnmowers),lawnmowers), i.i. e.,e., beingsbeings 
capablecapable ofof havinghaving rights,rights, shouldshould havehave 
preferencepreference overover nonsentientnonsentient entities,entities, 
which,which, thoughthough theythey havehave moralmoral standstand
ing,ing, cannotcannot plausiblyplausibly bebe regardedregarded asas 
rights- holders. ForFor thethe.. rights-holders. example,example, 
aestheticaesthetic valuevalue ofof aa specimenspecimen ofof thethe 
hepatitishepatitis vivi rusrus ,wh,wh ichich isis rnarna rvelouslyrvelously 
well-adaptedwell-adapted toto itsits environment,environment, isis farfar 
outweighedoutweighed byby thethe deathdeath andand sufferingsuffering 
itit andand itsits fellowsfellows causecause forfor sentientsentient 
beings.beings. ConflictsConflicts amongamong rights-holdrights-hold
ersers areare moremore difficultdifficult toto resolve,resolve, 
thoughthough thisthis problemproblem isis hardlyhardly 
restrictedrestricted toto anan environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. 
IItiti ss plausibleplausible toto say,say, asas SingerSinger andand 
ReganRegan havehave argued,argued, thatthat wewe oughtought notnot 
toto sacrificesacrifice significantsignificant interestsinterests ofof 
beings,beings, suchsuch asas life,life, freedom,freedom, andand 
happiness,happiness, toto thethe lessless significantsignificant 
interestsinterests ofof others,others, suchsuch asas aa likingliking 
forfor Kentucky-friedKentucky-fried chicken.chicken. WhenWhen 
therethere isis anan unavoidableunavoidable clashclash ofof sigsig
nificantnificant interests,interests, allall thethe relevantrelevant 
factorsfactors inin thethe casecase mustmust bebe takenitakeni ntonto 
aC.cou.ntaC.cou.nt andand anan impartialimpartial decisiondecision 
made.made. ThereThere cancan bebe nono easyeasy answersanswers 
here,here, andand oneone shQuJdshQuJd bebe suspicioussuspicious ofof 
a.a. vi.ewvi.ew whwh ichich offersoffers them.them. 

Th.eTh.e mainmain pointpoint isis this:this: ifif aa veryvery 
largelarge nn umberumber ofof beibei ngsngs havehave moralmoral 
standing,standing, thenthen wewe mustmust workwork outout aa 
wayway ofof resolvingresolving conflictsconflicts amongamong them,them, 
nono m,atterm,atter howhow difficultdifficult thisthis maymay be.be. 

ToTo objectobject toto anan ethicethic onon thethe groundground 
thatthat itit implimpl iesies thatthat therethere aa rere aa vastvast 
numbernumber ofof conflictsconflicts toto resolveresolve isis notnot 
toto thethe point.point. FollowingFollowing thisthis reasonreason
ing,ing, anan ethicethic withwith thethe smallestsmallest possipossi
bleble scopescope ofof moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability 
wouwou IdId bebe thethe best.best. FiFi rst-personrst-person egoego
ismism ("an("an actact isis rightright ifif andand onlyonly ifif itit 
maximizesmaximizes mymy long-long- rangerange expectableexpectable 
utility")utility") wouldwould w'inw'in thethe competitioncompetition 
handshands down.down. Thus,Thus, asas thisthis reductioreductio 
argumentargument indicates,indicates, objectionobjection (4)(4) 
againstagainst .. envienvi ronmentalronmental individualismindividualism 
alsoalso fails.fails. 

5.5. However,However, wewe nownow comecome toto anan 
objectionobjection whichwhich II dodo notnot thinkthink cancan bebe 
defeated.defeated. IInn thethe discussiondiscussion ofof objecobjec

.. tiontion (3)(3) above,above, itit waswas arguedargued thatthat 
certaincertain aestheticaesthetic characteristicscharacteristics makemake 
somesome nonsentientnonsentient individualsindividuals morallymorally 
considerableconsiderable (though(though theythey areare insuffiinsuffi
cient,cient, unlikeunlike thethe characteristiccharacteristic ofof 
sentience,sentience, toto makemake themthem rights-rights- holdhold
ers).ers). ButBut thisthis samesame lineline ofof reasoningreasoning 
leadsleads toto th.eth.e conclconcl usionusion thatthat somesome 
richlyrichly complexcomplex wholeswholes areare intrinsicallyintrinsically 
valuablevaluable too.too. AA caca refurefu lIylIy balanc.edbalanc.ed 
ecosystemecosystem isis beautifulbeautiful inin manymany 
respects.respects. EvenEven aa veryvery drabdrab (at(at fifi rstrst 
glance)glance) wildernesswilderness area,area, suchsuch asas thethe 
100100 acresacres ofof CaliforniaCalifornia sagesage andand chapchap
papa ralral whwh ichich RodmanRodman foughtfought toto keepkeep 
fromfrom beingbeing replacedreplaced byby aa golfgolf 
course,course, 3939 hashas harmonyharmony ,, stability,stability, 
order,order, andand variety.variety. WholeWhole systemssystems ofof 
thth isis kind,kind, iinclncl udiudi ngng theithei rr subsystems,subsystems, 
havehave aestheticaesthetic value.value. TheyThey too,too, 
then;then; areare morallymorally considerable.considerable. TheThe 
restrictionrestriction ofof moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability toto 
individualsindividuals isis arbitrary.arbitrary. Therefore,Therefore, 
althoughalthough environmentalenvironmental indivi.dualismindivi.dualism isis 
vastlyvastly JessJess arbitraryarbitrary thanthan thethe homohomo
centriccentric ethic,ethic, itit tootoo failsfails toto bebe 
ad.equatead.equate ethic.ethic. ItIt mustmust eithereither 
supplementedsupplemented oror replacedreplaced entienti rely.rely. 

anan 
bebe 

E.E. EnvironmentalEnvironmental HolismHolism 

ItIt isis temptingtempting atat thisthis pointpoint toto 
escapeescape toto aa replacement:replacement: environenviron menmen 
taltal .holism..holism. AccordingAccording toto it,it, individuindividu
alsals havehave instrumenta\instrumenta\ oror derivativederivative 
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valuevalue only:only: itit isis thethe richlyrichly complexcomplex 
wholeswholes whichwhich includeinclude them'them' thatthat areare 
intrinsicallyintrinsically valuable.valuable. WhichWhich richlyrichly 
complexcomplex wholes?wholes? TheThe usualusual answeranswer 
givengiven isis ecosystems.ecosystems. TheThe classicclassic 
statementstatement ofof thisthis viewview waswas givengiven byby 
AldoAldo Leopold,Leopold, whowho calledcalled itit "the"the landland 
ethic":ethic": 

AA thingthing isis rightright whenwhen itit tendstends 
toto preservepreserve thethe iintegnteg rity,rity, stasta
bility,bility, andand beautybeauty ofof thethe bioticbiotic 
community.community. ItIt isis wrongwrong whenwhen 
itit tendstends otherwise.otherwise. 4040 

OneOne maymay embraceembrace aa "global""global" holism,holism, 
accordingaccording toto whichwhich thethe "fundmental"fundmental 
bearerbearer ofof value"value" isis thethe entireentire ecosysecosys
temtem onon thisthis planet,planet, oror oneone maymay accordaccord 
moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability toto smallersmaller richlyrichly 
complexcomplex wholeswholes suchsuch asas wildernesswilderness 
areas.areas. WhicheverWhichever versionversion ofof environenviron
mentalmental hoihoi iismonsmon ee chooses,chooses, however,however, itit 
wiwi IIII havehave thethe samesame implimpl icationication forfor 
individuals:individuals: theythey havehave nono valuevalue inin 
theirtheir ownown right.right. 

LetLet usus nownow tketke aa closercloser looklook atat 
thatthat implication.implication. AccordingAccording toto envienvi
ronmentalronmental holism,holism, individualindividual membersmembers 
ofof aa bioticbiotic community,community, howeverhowever largelarge 
thatthat communitycommunity mightmight be,be, oughtought toto bebe 
preservedpreserved onlyonly ifif theythey contributecontribute favfav
orablyorably toto thatthat community;community; ifif theythey 
detractdetract fromfrom thethe community,community, theythey 
oughtought toto bebe eliminatedeliminated ifif possible.possible. 
TheThe implicationimplication holdsholds forfor humanshumans asas 
wellwell asas nonhumans.nonhumans. IfIf thethe bioticbiotic comcom
munitymunity wouldwould benefit,benefit, abortion,abortion, infaninfan
ticide,ticide, andand kiki IIII iingng ofof certacerta inin adad u·ltsu·lts 
wouldwould allall bebe justified.justified. MeasuresMeasures rourou
tinelytinely takentaken withwith nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals 
wouldwould bebe extendedextended justifiablyjustifiably toto 
humans.humans. Now,Now, somesome mightmight thinkthink it'sit's 
highhigh timetime thatthat wewe taketake ourour turn.turn. It'sIt's 
aa shortshort stepstep fromfrom GaGa rrettrrett HaHa rdrd in'sin's 
proposalproposal thatthat wewe notnot trytry toto rescuerescue 
strandedstranded backpackersbackpackers inin aa wildernesswilderness 
areaarea becausebecause "I"I havehave notnot latelylately heardheard 
thatthat therethere isis aa shortageshortage ofof people"41people"41 
toto thethe recommendationrecommendation thatthat thethe humanhuman 
populationpopulation bebe "culled"."culled". AtAt anyany rate,rate, 
oneone certainlycertainly cannotcannot accuseaccuse thisthis viewview 

ofof homocentrism!homocentrism! 

WhatWhat isis thethe properproper wayway forfor 
humans,humans, asas membersmembers ofof thethe bioticbiotic 
community,community, toto live?live? AccordingAccording toto 
environmentalenvironmental holism,holism, theythey oughtought toto 
interfereinterfere withwith natunatu ralral processesprocesses asas 
littlelittle asas possible.possible. InIn particular,particular, theythey 
oughtought toto resistresist subjectingsubjecting thethe commucommu
nitynity toto "mechanico-chemical""mechanico-chemical" manipulamanipula
tion.tion. TheThe mostmost eloquenteloquent spokesmanspokesman 
forfor envienvi ronmentalronmental hoihoi ism,ism, J.J. BaiBai rdrd 
Callicott,Callicott, writeswrites that:that: 

OnOn thethe ethicalethical questionquestion ofof whatwhat 
toto eat,eat, itit answers,answers, notnot vegetavegeta
blesbles insteadinstead ofof animals,animals, butbut 
orgaorga nn icaica lIylIy asas opposedopposed toto 
mechanico-chemicallymechanico-chemically producedproduced 
food.food. PuristsPurists likelike LeopoldLeopold 
prefer,prefer, inin hishis expression,expression, toto 
getget theithei rr "meat"meat ff romrom God,"God," 
i.e.,i.e., toto hunthunt andand consumeconsume 
wildlifewildlife andand toto gathergather wildwild 
plantplant foods,foods, andand thusthus toto livelive 
withwith ii nn thethe papa rametersrameters ofof thethe 
aboriginalaboriginal humanhuman ecologicalecological 
niche.niche. SecondSecond best.best. isis eatingeating 
fromfrom one'sone's ownown orchaorcha rd,rd, gaga rr
den,den, henhouse,henhouse, pigpig pen,pen, andand 
barnyard.barnyard. ThirdThird bestbest isis buybuy
inging oror barteringbartering organicorganic goodsgoods 
fromfrom one'sone's neighborsneighbors andand 
friends.friends. 4242 

II havehave twotwo principalprincipal objectionsobjections toto 
environmentalenvironmental holism.holism. EachEach willwill bebe 
consideredconsidered inin turn.turn. 

,.,. TheThe distinctiondistinction betweenbetween 'natural''natural' 
andand 'artificial''artificial' implicitimplicit inin thethe quotequote 
aboveabove isis itselfitself ratherrather artificial.artificial. 
HumanHuman beingsbeings havehave evolved,evolved, throughthrough 
uu ncontroversiallyncontroversially natunatu ralral processes,processes, 
intointo intelligentintelligent manipulatorsmanipulators ofof theirtheir 
susu rroundings.rroundings. NotNot toto employemploy thesethese 
manipulativemanipulative abilitiesabilities wouldwould bebe unnatunnat
ural!ural! Moreover,Moreover, holistsholists encourageencourage 
somesome manipulationmanipulation onon ourour part.part. ButBut itit 
wouldwould surelysurely bebe arbitraryarbitrary toto approveapprove 
ofof aa man'sman's huntinghunting withwith aa bowbow andand 
arrowarrow whilewhile frowningfrowning onon hishis useuse ofof aa 
gun.gun. (( IIncidentancidenta Ily,Ily, tt havehave dd ifficuifficu ItyIty 
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seeingseeing eithereither practicepractice asas "getting"getting meatmeat 
fromfrom God":God": thethe animalsanimals dodo notnot exactlyexactly 
plummetplummet fromfrom thethe heavensheavens likelike 
manna.)manna.) AsAs regardsregards thethe disapprovaldisapproval 
ofof thethe "mechanico-chemical""mechanico-chemical" producproduc
tion:tion: itit isis susu relyrely truetrue thatthat wewe havehave 
donedone enormousenormous damagedamage toto animalsanimals andand 
thethe nonsentientnonsentient envienvi ronmentronment (not(not toto 
mentionmention ouou rselves)rselves) withwith ouou rr mama nn ufacufac
turedtured fertilizers,fertilizers, pesticides,pesticides, andand herher
bicides.bicides. ButBut isis itit thethe "a"a rtificialrtificial ity"ity" ofof 
thesethese productsproducts thatthat makesmakes themthem objecobjec
tionable?tionable? SupposeSuppose wewe werewere ableable toto 
produceproduce cheaplycheaply andand safelysafely aa fertiferti IIizerizer 
whichwhich exactlyexactly duplicatesduplicates thethe properproper
tiesties ofof cowcow dungdung .. WhatWhat couldcould possipossi
blybly bebe wrongwrong withwith substitutingsubstituting itit forfor 
thethe original?original? IfIf wewe decidedecide thatthat wewe 
havehave beenbeen wrongfullywrongfully exploitingexploiting cattlecattle 
forfor ourour ownown convenienceconvenience (and(and holistsholists 
agreeagree withwith animalanimal liberationsliberations onon thisthis 
poipoi nt,nt, thougthoug hh forfor differentdifferent reasons),reasons), 
andand nono longerlonger breedbreed themthem asas wewe nownow 
do,do, wouldn'twouldn't thethe inventioninvention ·of·of thethe 
pseudo-:cow~dpseudo-:cow~dungung bebe sasa lutaluta ryry ratherrather 
thanthan anan objectionableobjectionable humanhuman intrusionintrusion 
onon nature?nature? 

S:imilarly,S:imilarly, supposesuppose scientistsscientists learnlearn 
toto makemake superbsuperb vegetable-proteinvegetable-protein subsub
stitutesstitutes forfor chickenchicken ,, beef,beef, lamb,lamb, andand 
vealveal atat reasonablereasonable cost,cost, substitutessubstitutes 
whichwhich areare indistinguishableindistinguishable fromfrom thethe 
originalsoriginals andand areare notnot harmfulharmful toto makemake 
oror toto eat.eat. UntoldUntold numbersnumbers ofof animalsanimals 
wouldwould bebe spaspa redred factoryfactory fafa rmirmi ng,ng, wewe 
coucou IdId humanelyhumanely phas,ephas,e outout thethe anan imalsimals 
wewe havehave domesticateddomesticated forfor thisthis purpur
pose,pose, andand nono humanshumans wouldwould havehave toto 
enduendu rere meat-tastemeat-taste withdrawal.withdrawal. PrePre
sumably,sumably, envienvi ronmentalronmental hoihoi istsists 'would'would 
applaudapplaud thethe resultsresults ofof suchsuch anan ,inven,inven
tion,tion, butbut theythey wouldwould neverthelessnevertheless 
condemncondemn thethe "mechanico-chem+cal""mechanico-chem+cal" 
naturenature ofof thatthat inventioninvention .. SurelySurely thisthis 
isis misguided.misguided. TheThe wayway toto trytry toto corcor
rectrect thethe damag-edamag-e wewe h·aveh·ave donedone isis notnot 
toto .abandon.abandon techtech nologynology :: byby thethe 
hoJists'hoJists' ownown reasoning,reasoning, thisthis wouldwould bebe 
anan unnatuunnatu ralral curtacurta iiImentIment ofof humanhuman 
,abilities.,abilities. Instead,Instead, wewe oug,htoug,ht toto employemploy 
ourour technologytechnology muchmuch moremore ~isely~isely andand 
sensitively.sensitively. 

ItIt isis instructiveinstructive toto examineexamine holisticholistic 
criticismcriticism ofof aa veryvery insensitiveinsensitive useuse ofof 
technology:technology: thethe massmass productionproduction ofof 
chickenchicken meatmeat andand eggs.eggs. CallicottCallicott concon
demnsdemns suchsuch factory-farming,factory-farming, butbut notnot 
becausebecause ofof thethe miserymisery andand deathdeath itit 
inflictsinflicts onon thethe chicken:chicken: 

FFromrom thethe perspectiveperspective ofof thethe 
landland ethic,ethic, thethe immoralimmoral aspectaspect 
ofof thethe factoryfactory farmfarm hashas toto dodo 
fafa rr lessless withwith thethe sufferisufferi ngng .and.and 
killingkilling ofof nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals 
thanthan withwith thethe monstrousmonstrous transtrans
formationformation ofof livingliving thingsthings fromfrom 
anan organ,icorgan,ic toto aa mechanicalmechanical 
modemode ofof being.being. 4343 

ItIt isis true,true, asas CallicottCallicott says,says, thatthat wewe 
havehave comecome toto treattreat thesethese asas meremere 
machines.machines. TheThe chickenschickens areare nono moremore 
thanthan egg-assemblersegg-assemblers andand drumstickdrumstick 
racks.racks. CallicottCallicott seessees thisthis mechanizamechaniza
tiontion asas yetyet anotheranother intrusionintrusion ofof 
humanshumans intointo naturalnatural processes:processes: thisthis isis 
thethe sourcesource ofof hishis outrage.outrage. ItIt seemsseems 
tome,tome, however,however, thatthat one'sone's outrageoutrage 
stemsstems notnot fromfrom thethe useuse ofof technologytechnology 
onon thethe fafa rmrm asas such,such, butbut fromfrom thethe 
effectseffects ofof thatthat particularparticular techtech nologynology 
onon sentientsentient beings.beings. WhatWhat cleaclea rerrer 
indicationindication ,could,could therethere bebe ofof ourour totaltotal 
lacklack ofof concer·nconcer·n forfor thethe animals'animals' interinter
ests?ests? TheyThey havehave literallyliterally beenbeen tutu rnedrned 
intointo meremere instrumentsinstruments forfor ourour gustagusta
torytory gratification.gratification. AtAt leastleast thethe barnbarn
yaya rdrd chch ickenicken isis permittedpermitted somesome pleaplea
santsant ,experiences,experiences beforebefore thethe DayDay ofof 
Reckoning!Reckoning! 

HereHere thethe environmentalenvironmental holistholist willwill 
prohablyprohably objectobject thatthat hehe isis beingbeing 
attackedattacked forfor be,ingabe,inga holist,oneholist,one whowho 
doesfl;otdoesfl;ot ,re;g:ard,re;g:ard +ndiv'idu+ndiv'idu aa IIss asas iintrintri nn
si'calil'¥siicalil'y valuable.valuable. :1:1 nn orderorder notnot toto begbeg 
thethe questionquestion agaiagai n-stn-st hoihoi iism,sm, II willwill 
pp re.ssmyargurnentre.ssmyargurnent furthe;rfurthe;r inin thethe 
secondsecond objectionobjection below.below. 

22 .. TheThe objectionobjection isis thth is.is. EnviEnvi ronron
menta'lmenta'l holi'sm notnot regardregard thetheholi,sm ,aoe,s,aoe,s 
fear,fear, suffering,suffering, andand anguishanguish ofof sensen
tienttient individuals,individuals, hehe theythey humanhuman oror 
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nonhuman,nonhuman, asas intrinsicallyintrinsically bad,bad, anyany
moremore thanthan itit regarega rdsrds theithei rr pleasupleasu rere asas 
intrinsicallyintrinsically good.good. ,If,If thethe bioticbiotic comcom
munitymunity requiresrequires agonizingagonizing death,death, soso 
bebe it.it. ItIt willwill bebe aa humanhuman obligationobligation 
toto inflictinflict suchsuch deathdeath inin sornesorne cases:cases: 
notnot onlyonly byby "getting"getting meatmeat fromfrom God,"God," 
butbut byby cullingculling itsits ownown ranks.ranks. TheThe 
resultantresultant sufferingsuffering andand deathdeath isis notnot aa 
"necessary"necessary evil,"evil," accordingaccording toto holism:holism: 
onon IyIy thatthat whwh ichich haha rmsrms thethe commucommu nn ityity 
isis evil,evil, justjust asas onlyonly thatthat whichwhich benben
efitsefits itit isis good.good. AsAs CallicottCallicott pointspoints 
out:out: 

PainPain andand pleasupleasu rere seemseem toto havehave 
nothnoth ii ngng atat aaIIII toto dodo withwith goodgood 
andand evilevil ifif ourour appraisalappraisal isis 
takentaken fromfrom thethe vantagevantage pointpoint 
ofof ecologicalecological biology.biology. 4444 

maintainmaintain thatthat thisthis implicationimplication isis 
unacceptableunacceptable fromfrom thethe moralmoral pointpoint ofof 
view.view. OneOne whowho cleaclea rly,rly, impaimpa rtially,rtially, 
andand empatheticallyempathetically considersconsiders thethe agonyagony 
ofof aa humanhuman oror nonhumannonhuman may,may, 
dependingdepending onon thethe circumstances,circumstances, concon
cludeclude thatthat thethe agonyagony isis instrumentallyinstrumentally 
good,good, butbut hehe oror sheshe wouwou IdId not,not, II 
maintain,maintain, hesitatehesitate toto concludeconclude thatthat itit 
iisinsin tt rr insins iicaca IIIIyy eevv ii II .. 44 55 

CallicottCallicott hashas aa replyreply toto thisthis sortsort ofof 
objection.objection. HeHe defendsdefends thisthis implicationimplication 
ofof environmentalenvironmental holism,holism, withwith twotwo 
arguments.arguments. FiFi rstrst hehe poipoi ntsnts outout thatthat 
painpain isis necessarynecessary forfor survival:survival: "A"A 
livingliving mammalmammal whichwhich experiencedexperienced nono 
papa inin wouwou IdId bebe oneone whwh ichich hadhad aa lethaletha II 
dysfudysfu nctionnction ofof thethe nervousnervous system.system. "46"46 

PainPain isis alsoalso aa desirabledesirable indicatorindicator thatthat 
oneone hashas exertedexerted oneselfoneself sufficientlysufficiently toto 
bebe fit.fit. 4747 ("No("No gaingain withoutwithout pain!pain! ")") 
ThusThus pain,pain, farfar fromfrom beingbeing evil,evil, isis 
actuallyactually desirable.desirable. ThisThis argumentargument willwill 
notnot do,do, however.however. AllAll itit showsshows isis thatthat 
painpain cancan bebe instrumentallyinstrumentally goodgood forfor 
thethe beingbeing whowho experiencesexperiences it.it. MoreMore
over,over, muchmuch ofof thethe painpain thatthat humanhuman 
andand nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals endureendure isis notnot 
eveneven inin strumentastrumenta IlyIly goodgood forfor thosethose 
individuals.individuals. TheThe agonyagony ofof aa birdbird tortor
turedtured forfor sportsport byby aa catcat isis inin nono wayway 
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edifyingedifying forfor thethe bird!bird! CallicottCallicott wouldwould 
probablyprobably answeranswer thisthis replyreply toto hishis firstfirst 
aa rgumentrgument withwith hh isis secondsecond argument.argument. 
HeHe pointspoints outout thatthat inin thisthis worldworld sensen
tienttient beibei ngsngs dodo experienceexperience frustration,frustration, 
anguish,anguish, fear,fear, agony,agony, andand death.death. 
"That"That isis thethe wayway thethe systemsystem works.works. 
IfIf naturenature asas aa wholewhole isis good,good, thenthen 
painpain andand deathdeath areare alsoalso good.good. "48"48 ButBut 
isis thatthat if-clauseif-clause fulfilled?fulfilled? OneOne cancan 
havehave intenseintense admiadmi rationration andand eveneven aweawe 
for-for- thethe marvelouslymarvelously inter-connectedinter-connected 
complexitycomplexity ofof lifelife asas itit hashas evolvedevolved onon 
thisthis planetplanet whilewhile atat thethe samesame timetime 
wishingwishing thatthat somesome thingsthings werewere otherother
wise.wise. ItIt isis fafa rr fromfrom obviousobvious thatthat aa 
worldworld inin whichwhich animalsanimals diddid notnot havehave toto 
eateat eacheach otherother toto susu rvivervive wouwou IdId bebe 
morallymorally inferiorinferior toto thisthis one.one. Thus,Thus, 
neitherneither ofof thesethese argumentsarguments meetsmeets 
objectionobjection (2).(2). 

Moreover,Moreover, otherother writingswritings byby CalliCalli
cottcott suggestsuggest thatthat hehe oughtought toto agreeagree 
thatthat painpain isis intrinsicallyintrinsically evil.evil. ElseElse
wherewhere hehe arguesargues thatthat thethe ethicalethical basisbasis 
ofof Leopold'sLeopold's viewview cancan bebe foundfound inin 
Hume'sHume's accountaccount ofof thethe moralmoral sentisenti
ments.ments. LoveLove andand concernconcern forfor thethe 
envienvi ronmentronment asas aa wholewhole isis ..saidsaid toto bebe 
anan extenexten ss ionion (not(not aa redred ii rection)rection) ofof 
ouou rr natunatu ralral sympatheticsympathetic impulsesimpulses fromfrom 
otherother membersmembers ofof thethe bioticbiotic communitycommunity 
toto thethe communitycommunity itself:itself: 

HHume,ume, DaDa rwirwi n,n, andand LeopoldLeopold allall 
recognizerecognize inin additionaddition toto socialsocial 
sympathiessympathies andand affectionsaffections forfor 
fellowfellow membersmembers ofof society,society, 
whetherwhether tribal,tribal, national,national, oror 
biotic,biotic, specialspecial socialsocial sentimentssentiments 
thethe objectobject ofof whichwhich isis societysociety 
itself.itself. PatriotismPatriotism isis thethe namename 
ofof thethe socialsocial sentimentsentiment didi rectedrected 
toto thethe nationnation asas aa superorgansuperorgan
ismicismic entity.entity. PresentlyPresently therethere 
isis nono namename forfor thethe emergentemergent 
feelfeel iing,ng, thethe objectobject ofof whwh ichich isis 
thethe biospherebiosphere perper sese andand itsits 
severalseveral superorganismicsuperorganismic subsub
systems.systems. WeWe coucou Id,Id, perhaps,perhaps, 
callcall itit bio-sentimentality.bio-sentimentality. 4949 
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TheThe factfact isis thatthat thosethose samesame moralmoral 
sentimentssentiments leadlead oneone toto regarega rdrd thethe sufsuf
feringfering ofof individualsindividuals asas intrinsicallyintrinsically 
evil.evil. WhatWhat thethe quotequote aboveabove suggestssuggests 
isis thatthat bothboth individualsindividuals andand bioticbiotic 
communitiescommunities areare morallymorally considerable,considerable, 
whichwhich isis contrarycontrary toto thethe basicbasic 
assumptionassumption ofof holism.holism. 

AtAt thisthis point,point, anan environmentalenvironmental 
holistholist couldcould attemptattempt aa radicalradical replyreply toto 
thethe objectionobjection thatthat hishis viewview hashas impliimpli
cationscations aboutabout painpain thatthat areare unacceptaunaccepta
bleble fromfrom thethe moralmoral pointpoint ofof view.view. HeHe 
couldcould choosechoose toto rejectreject thethe moralmoral pointpoint 
ofof viewview onon thethe groundground thatthat itit isis 
biasedbiased inin favorfavor ofof individuals.individuals. ItIt 
reqreq uu iresires usus toto taketake intointo accountaccount thethe 
waysways inin whichwhich individualsindividuals wouldwould probprob
ablyably bebe affectedaffected byby givengiven actions.actions. WeWe 
areare eveneven toto empathizeempathize withwith thosethose indiindi
vidualsviduals whowho areare sentient.sentient. ItIt isis notnot 
surprising,surprising, hehe mightmight reply,reply, thatthat 
holismholism wouwou IdId bebe rejectedrejected fromfrom thethe 
moralmoral pointpoint ofof view!view! OurOur consideredconsidered 
intuitions,intuitions, ..whichwhich areare basedbased onon inforinfor
mationmation gainedgained byby vivid,vivid, empatheticempathetic 
awareness,awareness, areare loadedloaded inin favorfavor ofof 
individuals.individuals. 

CallicottCallicott doesdoes notnot taketake thisthis 
approachapproach atat all.all. HeHe explicitlyexplicitly acceptsaccepts 
thethe appealappeal toto carefullycarefully consideredconsidered 
moralmoral intuitions.intuitions. 5050 WouldWould hehe dodo betbet
terter toto rejectreject suchsuch anan appealappeal andand toto 
embraceembrace thethe radicalradical replyreply instead?instead? II 
thth inkink not.not. TheThe moramora II poipoi ntnt ofof viewview 
advocatesadvocates nothing.nothing. ItIt isis thethe methodmethod 
wewe useuse toto testtest ethicalethical judgments.judgments. ToTo 
taketake intointo accountaccount thethe waysways inin whtchwhtch 
individualsindividuals areare affectedaffected oror wouldwould bebe 
affectedaffected byby actionsactions isis notnot toto bebe biasedbiased 
inin favorfavor ofof individuals:individuals: itit isis merelymerely 
toto bebe informedinformed aboutabout thethe situationsituation oneone 
isis judging.judging. AnAn environmentalenvironmental holistholist 
whowho rejectedrejected thisthis methodmethod wouldwould bebe 
widewide openopen toto thethe chargecharge thatthat hishis viewview 
isis uninformed.uninformed. Finally,Finally, inin objectionobjection 
(5)(5) toto environmentalenvironmental individualism,individualism, II 
arguedargued thatthat well-consideredwell-considered reflectionreflection 
leadsleads toto thethe conclusionconclusion thatthat richlyrichly 
complexcomplex wholeswholes asas wellwell asas somesome indiindi
vidualsviduals havehave intrinsicintrinsic value.value. ItIt isis 

thenthen notnot truetrue toto saysay thatthat thth isis methodmethod 
isis necessarilynecessarily opposedopposed toto holisticholistic concon
ceptionsceptions ofof value.value. Therefore,Therefore, objecobjec
tiontion (2)(2) toto envienvi ronmentalronmental hoihoi ismism hashas 
notnot beenbeen met.met. WeWe havehave goodgood reasonreason 
toto rejectreject thisthis conceptionconception ofof anan envienvi
ronmentalronmental ethicethic asas itit stands.stands. 

F.F. ConclusionConclusion 

II havehave arguedargued thatthat thethe homocentrichomocentric 
etheth icic hashas unacceptableunacceptable implimpl icationsications 
aboutabout thethe treatmenttreatment ofof nonhumannonhuman aniani
malsmals and.and. isis anan inadequateinadequate ethicethic forfor 
thethe useuse ofof thethe environment.environment. ItsIts 
rivals,rivals, environmentalenvironmental individualismindividualism andand 
environmentalenvironmental holism,holism, alsoalso havehave unacunac
ceptableceptable implications,implications, butbut thesethese 
defectsdefects cancan bebe remedied:remedied: eacheach failsfails inin 
soso farfar asas itit neglectsneglects whatwhat isis rightright 
aboutabout thethe other.other. IfIf whatwhat II havehave 
arguedargued isis correct,correct, anan adequateadequate envienvi
ronmentalronmental etheth icic shoushou IdId incorporateincorporate 
bothboth individualindividual isticistic andand hoihoi isticistic feafea
tures.tures. WhatWhat isis neededneeded isis anan ethicethic 
whichwhich accordsaccords moralmoral considerabilityconsiderability 
(1)(1) toto sentientsentient individuals,individuals, onon thethe 
99 roundsrounds thatthat theythey havehave interests;interests; (2)(2) 
toto thosethose naturallynaturally occurringoccurring individuindividu
alsals whichwhich havehave aestheticallyaesthetically valuablevaluable 
characteristics;characteristics; andand (3)(3) toto thosethose 
richrich IyIy complexcomplex wholeswholes whichwhich havehave 
aestheticallyaesthetically valuablevaluable characteristics.characteristics. 
AllAll thatthat hashas beenbeen saidsaid aboutabout thethe cricri
terionterion ofof moralmoral significancesignificance inin thethe disdis
cussioncussion ofof environmentalenvironmental individualismindividualism 
aboveabove holds,holds, butbut toto itit mustmust bebe addedadded 
thethe classclass ofof systemssystems inin (3).(3). ItIt willwill 
stisti IIII bebe thethe casecase that,that, incasesincases ofof 
unavoidableunavoidable conflict,conflict, rights-holdersrights-holders 
oughtought toto havehave prioritypriority overover beingsbeings 
andand systemssystems whichwhich havehave nono interests.interests. 
I'nI'n casescases ofof confl·ictsconfl·icts betweennatubetweennatu rallyrally 
occurringoccurring nonsentientnonsentient individualsindividuals andand 
systemssystems whwh ichich havehave aestheticaesthetic valval ue,ue, 
wewe oughtought toto considerconsider (a)(a) thethe conseconse
quencesquences ofof proposedproposed actionsactions forfor thethe 
significantsignificant interestsinterests ofof rights-holdersrights-holders 
andand (b)(b) thethe aestheticaesthetic consequencesconsequences ofof 
thosethose proposedproposed actions.actions. ItIt willwill bebe nono 
easyeasy mattermatter toto workwork outout suchsuch concon
flicts,flicts, but,but, ifif mymy reasoningreasoning hashas beenbeen 
correct,correct, workwork themthem outout wewe mustmust ifif wewe 
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areare toto honorhonor ourour obligationsobligations toto thethe humanhuman andand nonhumannonhuman world.world. 5151 
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lReportedlReported inin Newsweek,Newsweek, JulyJuly 19,19, 
1982,1982, pp.pp. 26-27.26-27. 

2Garrett2Garrett Hardin,Hardin, "The"The EconomicsEconomics ofof 
Wilderness,"Wilderness," NaturalNatural HistoryHistory 78,78, 
1969,1969, pp.pp. 173-77.173-77. SeeSee thethe citationcitation 
andand discussiondiscussion inin J.J. BairdBaird Calli Calli 
cott'scott's "Animal"Animal Liberation:Liberation: AA TrianTrian
gulargular Affair,"Affair," EnvironmentalEnvironmental EthicsEthics 
2,2, 1980,1980, p.p. 327.327. 

31t31t hashas beenbeen poipoi ntednted outout toto meme thatthat 
hedonistichedonistic utilitariansutilitarians mightmight disadisa
gg reeree withwith thth isis claim.claim. TheyThey belbel ieve,ieve, 
itit isis alleged,alleged, thatthat onlyonly pleasurepleasure isis 
intrinsicallyintrinsically valuable:valuable: beingsbeings whichwhich 
experienceexperience pleasupleasu rere aa rere merelymerely 
instrumentallyinstrumentally valuablevaluable becausebecause theythey 
areare thethe vesselsvessels forfor suchsuch pleasure.pleasure. 
WhileWhile writerswriters suchsuch asas PeterPeter SingerSinger 

.. dodo indeedindeed talktalk thisthis way,way, II dodo notnot 
thinkthink therethere needneed bebe anyany suchsuch disadisa
greement.greement. AA viewview accordingaccording toto 
whichwhich onlyonly properties,properties, ratherrather thanthan 
thethe beibei ngsngs thatthat havehave them,them, areare 
intrinsicallyintrinsically valuable,valuable, isis basedbased onon aa 
highlyhighly dubiousdubious metaphysicalmetaphysical asas
sumption.sumption. TheThe distidisti nctionnction betweenbetween 
aa thingthing andand itsits propertiesproperties isis analoanalo
gousgous toto thethe distidisti nctionnction betwenbetwen aa 
vesselvessel aandnd itsits contentscontents onon IyIy ifif oneone 
isis committedcommitted toto aa substratumsubstratum view.view. 
NoNo utilitarianutilitarian isis obligedobliged toto makemake 
suchsuch aa commitment.commitment. BeingsBeings capablecapable 
ofof experienciexperienci ngng pleasupleasu rere areare morallymorally 
considerable,considerable, accordingaccording toto hedonishedonis
tictic utilitarianism:utilitarianism: theirtheir claimsclaims cancan 
bebe outweighed,outweighed, butbut theythey certainlycertainly 
count.count. TheyThey areare notnot merelymerely 
instrumentsinstruments forfor thethe productionproduction ofof 

otherother value.value. OfOf course,course, itit isis theirtheir 
capacitycapacity forfor pleasurepleasure whichwhich makesmakes 
themthem morallymorally considerable,considerable, accordaccord
iingng toto hedonhedon iisticstic utilutil itaita riaria nn ism,ism, butbut 
anyany ethicethic assignsassigns moralmoral considerconsider
abilityability onon thethe basisbasis ofof oneone oror moremore 
characteristics.characteristics. ItIt doesdoes notnot followfollow 
fromfrom thth isis thatthat thethe chacha racteristic,racteristic, 
ratherrather thanthan itsits possessor,possessor, hashas valuevalue 
inin itsits ownown right.right. Instead,Instead, itit seemsseems 
muchmuch moremore plausibleplausible toto saysay thatthat thethe 
characteristiccharacteristic isis whatwhat makesmakes thethe 
beingbeing intrinsicallyintrinsically valuable.valuable. 

4This4This isis anan adaptationadaptation ofof TomTom Regan'sRegan's 
twotwo conditionsconditions forfor anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic.ethic. HeHe holdsholds thatthat itit (1)(1) mustmust 
accordaccord moralmoral standingstanding toto nonhumansnonhumans 
andand (2)(2) mustmust holdhold thatthat bothboth concon
sciousscious andand nonconsciousnonconscious beingsbeings 
havehave moralmoral standing.standing. (See(See hishis "On"On 
thethe NatureNature andand PossibilityPossibility ofof anan 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental Ethic,"Ethic," EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
EthicsEthics 3,3, 1981,pp.1981,pp. 19-20.19-20. MyMy forfor
mulationmulation doesdoes notnot implyimply thatthat concon
sciousscious (sentient)(sentient) individualsindividuals havehave 
moralmoral standing.standing. ThisThis isis thethe veryvery 
issueissue betweenbetween thethe holisticholistic andand indiindi
vidualisticvidualistic conceptionsconceptions ofof anan envienvi
ronmentalronmental ethic,ethic, andand itit wouldwould bebe 
inappropriateinappropriate toto settlesettle thatthat issueissue 
herehere byby stipulation.stipulation. 

55 IIbid.,bid., p.p. 20.20. 

6Consider6Consider R.R. B.B. Brandt'sBrandt's attackattack onon 
thethe appealappeal toto intuitionsintuitions onon pp.pp. 
16-2316-23 ofof hishis AA TheoryTheory ofof thethe GoodGood 
andand thethe RightRight (Oxford:(Oxford: OxfordOxford U.U. 
Press,Press, 1979).1979). HisHis ownown proposal,proposal, 
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thatthat wewe requirerequire ethicalethical judgmentsjudgments toto 
bebe "fully"fully rational,"rational," doesdoes notnot differdiffer 
significantlysignificantly fromfrom thethe proposalproposal thatthat 
wewe consultconsult ourour consideredconsidered intuiintui
tions.tions. ForFor moremore discussiondiscussion ofof thethe 
problemproblem ofof justificationjustification inin ethics,ethics, 
seesee pp.pp. 56-6056-60 ofof mymy "The"The JustificaJustifica
tiontion ofof anan EnvironmentalEnvironmental Ethic,"Ethic," 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental EthicsEthics 55 (1),(1), 1983.1983. 

'Several'Several attemptsattempts havehave beenbeen mademade toto 
showshow thatthat speciesismspeciesism isis notnot analoanalo
gousgous toto racismracism andand thatthat thethe homohomo
centriccentric etheth icic doesdoes notnot basebase moramora II 
considerabiconsiderabi litylity onon aa morallymorally iirrelerrele
vantvant characteristic,characteristic, butbut inin mymy 
judgmentjudgment andand thatthat ofof otherother philosophiloso
phersphers allall thesethese attemptsattempts fail.fail. ItIt 
wouldwould requirerequire anotheranother paperpaper toto 
reviewreview allall thethe literatureliterature onon thisthis 
subject,subject, andand ratherrather thanthan repeatrepeat 
whatwhat othersothers havehave saidsaid soso well,well, II 
referrefer thethe readerreader elsewhere.elsewhere. ForFor aa 
discussiondiscussion ofof severalseveral suchsuch attemptsattempts 
seesee mymy "Must"Must anan OpponentOpponent ofof AniAni
malmal RightsRights a'lsoa'lso bebe anan OpponentOpponent ofof 
HumanHuman Rights?",Rights?", InquiryInquiry 24,24, 1981,1981, 
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lSKennethlSKenneth Goodpaster,Goodpaster, "From"From EgoismEgoism 
toto Environmentalism,"Environmentalism," inin EthicsEthics andand 
ProblemsProblems ofof TheThe 21st21st Century,Century, 
GoodpasterGoodpaster 
Dame:Dame: U.U. 
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1616 Callicott,Callicott, p.p. 330.330. 

l'lbid.l'lbid. JohnJohn RodmanRodman holdsholds thethe samesame 
view.view. SeeSee hihi ss pp.pp. 98-101.98-101. 

1818 Cal-licott,Cal-licott, p.p. 330.330. 

19Ihid.,19Ihid., footnote-footnote- 42.42. Note,Note, however,however, 
thatthat CallicottCallicott doesdoes notnot approveapprove ofof 
factoryfactory farming.farming. HisHis objectionobjection isis 
notnot toto thethe miserymisery itit iinflnfl ictsicts butbut 
ratherrather toto thethe rnechanrnechan izationization wewe havehave 
introducedintroduced intointo thethe naturalnatural world.world.
S-eeS-ee mymy discussiondiscussion ofof environmentalenvironmental
is:mis:m holis,mholis,m below.below. 

2020 InIn fairnes-sfairnes-s toto Callicott,Callicott, itit shouldshould bebe 
noted'noted' thatthat the'the' viewview hehe criticizescriticizes 
pr-esupposespr-esupposes aa BenthamiteBenthamite quantitaquantita
tivelytively hedonistichedonistic theorytheory ofof value.value. 

Orily toto quanquanIfIf we'we' oughtought Drily considerconsider 
titiestities of'of' pleasurepleasure andand painpain inin makmak
ing;ing; moralmoral decisions,decisions, domesticdomestic andand 
wildwild animalsanimals wouldwould bebe onon the,the, samesame 
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sacrificesacrifice ofof nonhumannonhuman lifelife whenwhen 
"tru"tru IyIy hecessary."hecessary." SeeSee hishis p.p. 137.137. 
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goodgood ofof thethe bioticbiotic communitycommunity isis thethe 
ultimateultimate measuremeasure ofof thethe moralmoral value,value, 
thethe rightnessrightness oror wrongness,wrongness, ofof 
actions.actions. .. .. inin everyevery casecase thethe effecteffect 
uponupon ecologicalecological systemssystems isis thethe decideci
sivesive factorfactor inin thethe determinationdetermination ofof 
thethe ethicalethical qualityquality ofof actions."actions." 
("Animal("Animal Liberation:Liberation: AA TriangularTriangular 
Affair,"Affair," p.p. 320)320) AlthoughAlthough Leopold,Leopold, 
andand atat timestimes Callicott,Callicott, speakspeak inin 
termsterms ofof thethe moralmoral standingstanding ofof thethe 
elementselements ofof aa bioticbiotic community,community, theythey 
dodo notnot meanmean thisthis atat allall inin thethe indi~indi~ 

vidualistvidualist way.way. OnOn theirtheir view,view, indiindi
vidualsviduals havehave nono moralmoral standingstanding inin 
thethe sensesense ofof beingbeing intrinsicallyintrinsically 
valuable.valuable. SeeSee Callicott,Callicott, p.p. 324.324. 

3SNorton,3SNorton, p.p. 33.33. 41Hardin,41Hardin, p.p. 176.176. 
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42Calti·cott,42Calti·cott, p.p. 336.336. 

43Ibid.,43Ibid., p.p. 335.335. 

4444 I.biI.bidd .,., p.p. 332.332. 

4SOne4SOne philosopherphilosopher whowho hashas expressedexpressed 
doubtdoubt aboutabout thethe judgm;entjudgm;ent thatthat p·ainp·ain 
isis intrinsicallyintrinsically evil:evil: isis R.R. G.G. Frey,Frey, 
inin InterestsInterests andand Rights:Rights: TheThe CaseCase 
AgainstAgainst Animals.Animals. (Oxford:(Oxford: ClarenClaren
dondon Press,Press, 1980).1980). However,However, hishis 
doubtdoubt appearsappears toto bebe thethe resultresult ofof 
(T)(T) thethe confusionconfusion ofof intringicintringic w,ithw,ith 
instrumentalinstrumental evilevil (see(see mymy discussiondiscussion 
ofof aa simi·larsimi·lar argumentargument below}below} andand 
(2)(2) hishis benefbenef thatthat judgmentsjudgments ofof 
intrinsicintrinsic valuevalue shouldshould bebe j,ustifiedj,ustified 
byby anan argumentargument ofof SOrTl'eSOrTl'e kind.kind. 
IntrinsicIntrinsic valuevalue judgmentsjudgments cancan bebe 
justified,justified, butbut notnot byby anan appealappeal toto 
yetyet moremore basicbasic valuevalue judgments.judgments. 
TheThe onlyonly justificationjustification possiblepossible isis 
metaethical:metaethical: anan appealappeal toto thethe moralmoral 
pointpoint ofof vi'ew.vi'ew. 

46Ibid.,46Ibid., p.p. 333.333. 

44 7Ibid.,7Ibid., p.p. 332.332. 

48Ibid.,48Ibid., p.p. 333.333. EmphasisEmphasis mine.mine. 

49p.49p. 1717 ofof hishis "Nonanthropocentric"Nonanthropocentric 
ValueValue TheoryTheory andand EnviEnvi ronmentalronmental 
Ethics,"Ethics," aa paperpaper readread atat aa symposympo
siumsium onon "Anthror;;>..ocentrism"Anthror;;>..ocentrism andand 
Environmental;Environmental; Ethics,"Ethics," atat thethe MarchMarch 
19831983 meetingmeeting ofof thethe PacificPacific DivisionDivision 
ofof TheThe AmericanAmerican PhilosophicalPhilosophical AssoAsso
ciation.ciation. ThisThis p;a'perp;a'per waswas kindlykindly 
providedprovided toto meme byby thethe author.author. SeeSee 
alsoalso hishis "H·ume.'s"H·ume.'s I's/OughtI's/Ought DichoDicho
tomytomy andand thethe ~elc:t:ti0n~elc:t:ti0n ofof EcologyEcology toto 
Leopold'sLeopold's LandLand Ethic,"Ethic," EnvironmenEnvironmen
taltal EthicsEthics 4,4, pip.pip. 166-174.166-174. 

SOSeeSOSee "Anima-I"Anima-I Liberation,"Liberation," p.p. 335,335, 
andand "Nonanthropocentric"Nonanthropocentric ValueValue 
Theory'Theory' andand EnvironmentalEnvironmental Ethics,"Ethics," 
p.p. 55 ("(" [Ethical[Ethical hedonism]hedonism] failsfails toto 
articulatearticulate ourour consideredconsidered moralmoral 
intuitions.intuitions. .. .").") 

55 1111 wouwou IIdd like:like: toto thatha nnkk HHaa rr IIanan BB .. 
MillerMiller forfor hishis helpfulhelpful commentscomments onon 
a:na:n earear IiIierer veve rs'irs'ionon ofof thithi ss papa pepe rr .. 


