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ARTICLES�ARTICLES 

InterestsInterests andand Animals,Animals, 

IInn InterestsInterests andand RightsRights // TheThe CaseCase 
AgainstAgainst AnimalsAnimals /1/1 R.R. G.G. FreyFrey believesbelieves 
hehe hashas animalanimal rightsrights advocatesadvocates firmlyfirmly 
skeweredskewered onon thethe hornshorns ofof aa dilemma:dilemma: 

(1)(1) AnimalAnimal rightsrights advocatesadvocates 
agreeagree thatthat "all"all andand onlyonly beingsbeings 
whichwhich (can)(can) havehave interestsinterests 
(can)(can) havehave moralmoral rights.rights. "" 
FreyFrey labelslabels thisthis "the"the interestinterest 
requirement.requirement. "2"2 

(2)(2) IInterestsnterests mustmust bebe divideddivided 
intointo needsneeds andand desidesi res.res. 33 

(3)(3) IfIf "interests""interests" inin (1)(1) 
refersrefers toto needs,needs, thenthen plants,plants, 
tractors,tractors, cavecave drawings,drawings, andand 
otherother meremere thingsthings (can)(can) havehave 
interestsinterests andand // consequentlyconsequently // 
(can)(can) havehave moralmoral rightsrights (at(at 
leastleast asas farfar asas thethe interestinterest 
requirequi rementrement isis concerned)concerned) .. 
ButBut thisthis isis soso counter-intuitivecounter-intuitive 
asas toto bebe unacceptableunacceptable eveneven toto 
animalanimal rightsrights advocates.advocates. 44 

(4)(4) IfIf "interests""interests" inin (1)(1) 
refersrefers toto desires,desires, animalsanimals can­can­
notnot havehave themthem and,and, conse­conse­
quentlyquently // cannotcannot havehave moralmoral 
rights.rights. AnimalsAnimals cannotcannot havehave 
desidesi resres becausebecause (a)(a) havinghaving 
desiresdesires requiresrequires beliefsbeliefs oror 
self-consciousness,self-consciousness, (b)(b) bothboth ofof 
thesethese requirerequire linguisticlinguistic ability,ability, 
butbut (c)(c) animalsanimals lacklack linguisticlinguistic 
ability.5ability.5 

Thus,Thus, FreyFrey claimsclaims thatthat aa carefulcareful anal­anal­
ysisysis ofof "interests""interests" showsshows thatthat thethe 
claimclaim thatthat animalsanimals (can)(can) havehave moralmoral 
rightsrights eithereither leadsleads toto absurdityabsurdity oror isis 
false.false. 

FreyFrey isis wrongwrong onon bothboth counts.counts. IfIf 
thethe interestinterest requirementrequirement refersrefers toto 
needsneeds // itit doesdoes notnot followfollow thatthat plantsplants // 
artifacts,artifacts, andand otherother meremere thingsthings (can)(can) 
havehave moralmoral rights,rights, forfor plants,plants, arti­arti­
facts/facts/ etc.etc. // dodo notnot havehave thethe kindskinds ofof 
needsneeds whichwhich generategenerate interests.interests. IfIf 

NeedsNeeds andand LanguageLanguage 

thethe iintente restrest reqreq uuiirementrement referefe rsrs toto 
desires,desires, itit doesdoes notnot followfollow thatthat animalsanimals 
cannotcannot havehave interests,interests, forfor havinghaving 
desiresdesires doesdoes notnot requirerequire linguisticlinguistic 
abilityability // sincesince 
self-consciousnessself-consciousness 
ity.ity. 

neitherneither 
requiresrequires 

believingbelieving 
thisthis 

nornor 
abil­abil­

I.I. NeedsNeeds 

FreyFrey distinguishesdistinguishes havinghaving anan inter­inter­
estest fromfrom takingtaking anan interest,interest, generallygenerally 
usingusing "need""need" forfor thethe formerformer andand 
"desire""desire" forfor thethe latter.latter. AccordingAccording toto 
Frey,Frey, oneone hashas anan interestinterest inin oror needsneeds 
XX ifif XX contributescontributes (will(will contribute,contribute, 
wouldwould contribute)contribute) toto hishis goodgood oror 
well-being.well-being. OneOne needneed notnot carecare aboutabout 
thisthis relationrelation oror eveneven bebe awareaware ofof itit 
forfor thisthis needneed toto exist.exist. ForFor example,example, 
oneone needsneeds vitaminvitamin CC forfor goodgood healthhealth 
whetherwhether oror notnot oneone carescares aboutabout oror isis 
eveneven awareaware ofof this.this. FreyFrey thenthen goesgoes 
onon toto remindremind usus thatthat plants,plants, artifacts,artifacts, 
andand otherother meremere thingsthings cancan bebe intelli­intelli­
giblygibly saidsaid toto needneed thingsthings ("tractors("tractors 
needneed oil")oil") // toto bebe harmedharmed oror benefitedbenefited 
("the("the RembrandtRembrandt paintingpainting wouldwould bebe 
harmedharmed byby exposureexposure toto thethe sun")'sun")' toto 
bebe goodgood ofof theirtheir kindkind ("that's("that's aa goodgood 
exampleexample ofof aa nightnight bloomingblooming jasmine"),jasmine"), 
andand toto havehave thingsthings thatthat areare goodgood forfor 
themthem ("a("a sunnysunny cornercorner protectedprotected fromfrom 
thethe windwind isis aa goodgood placeplace toto plantplant thisthis 
kindkind ofof shrub").shrub"). HeHe concludesconcludes fromfrom 
thisthis thatthat ifif wewe interpretinterpret thethe interestinterest 
requirementrequirement asas referringreferring toto havinghaving 
needs,needs, thenthen plants,plants, artifacts,artifacts, andand 
otherother meremere thingsthings (can)(can) havehave moralmoral 
rights.rights. 66 

ButBut wouldwould wewe ordinarilyordinarily say,say, asas 
FreyFrey does,does, thatthat "it"it isis inin aa tractor'stractor's 
interestsinterests toto bebe well-oiled"?well-oiled"? 77 II thinkthink 
not.not. WhileWhile "need/""need/" "want/""want/" "Iack/""Iack/" 
"good/""good/" "harm/""harm/" andand "benefit""benefit" areare allall 
commonlycommonly appliedapplied toto plants,plants, artifacts,artifacts, 
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etc.,etc., "interest""interest" isis not.not. "Interest""Interest" isis 
ordinarilyordinarily reservedreserved forfor thethe peoplepeople andand 
otherother animalsanimals whowho willwill benefitbenefit or.or. bebe 
harmedharmed byby thethe needsneeds ofof thethe plants,plants, 
artifacts,artifacts, etc.,etc., beingbeing metmet oror unmet.unmet. 
ForFor example,example, thethe tractortractor "needs"needs oil,"oil," 
butbut itit isis "in"in thethe farmer'sfarmer's interest,"interest," 
notnot thethe tractor's,tractor's, thatthat hishis tractortractor bebe 
well-oiled.well-oiled. Again,Again, wheatwheat "needs"needs 
water"water" toto susu rvivervive andand flouflou rish,rish, butbut itit 
isis "in"in thethe farmer'sfarmer's interest,"interest," notnot thethe 
wheat's,wheat's, thatthat hishis wheatwheat bebe properlyproperly 
watered.watered. Thus,Thus, thethe ordinaryordinary useuse ofof 
"interest""interest" tellstells usus thatthat plants,plants, arti­arti­
facts,facts, andand otherother meremere thingsthings notnot onlyonly 
taketake nono interestinterest inin whatwhat benefitsbenefits oror 
harmsharms them;them; theythey alsoalso havehave nono inter­inter­
estest inin thesethese things.things. So,So, "having"having aa 
goodgood ofof one'sone's own,"own," "being"being capablecapable ofof 
beingbeing benefitedbenefited oror harmed,"harmed," or,or, sim­sim­
ply,ply, "having"having aa need"need" doesdoes notnot provideprovide 
anan adequateadequate analysisanalysis ofof havinghaving anan 
interest.interest. Consequently,Consequently, byby basingbasing 
thethe reductioreductio inin hishis dilemmadilemma onon inter­inter­
pretingpreting havinghaving anan interestinterest asas havinghaving aa 
need,need, FreyFrey hashas refutedrefuted aa strawman.strawman. 

SettingSetting asideaside specialspecial legallegal andand eco­eco­
nomicnomic meaningsmeanings ofof "having"having anan inter­inter­
est,"est," II wouldwould offeroffer thethe followingfollowing asas aa 
moremore adequateadequate interpretationinterpretation ofof thatthat 
concept:concept: PP hashas anan interestinterest inin XX ifif 
andand onlyonly ifif XX affectsaffects (will(will affect,affect, 
wouldwould affect)affect) P'sP's feelingsfeelings ofof well-be­well-be­
ing.ing. II understandunderstand "feelings"feelings ofof well­well­
being"being" toto referrefer toto suchsuch feelingsfeelings asas 
pleasurepleasure andand pain,pain, feelingfeeling wellwell andand 
feelingfeeling ill,ill, elationelation andand depression,depression, 
feelingsfeelings ofof fulfillmentfulfillment andand ofof frustra­frustra­
tion,tion, andand thethe manymany otherother feelingsfeelings 
whichwhich contributecontribute toto oror detractdetract fromfrom 
thethe enjoymentenjoyment ofof oror satisfactionsatisfaction withwith 
life.life. 88 

ThisThis interpretationinterpretation cancan readilyreadily 
explainexplain whywhy peoplepeople cancan unknowinglyunknowingly 
havehave anan interestinterest inin vitaminvitamin C,C, trac­trac­
torstors beingbeing well-oiled,well-oiled, andand wheatwheat beingbeing 
properlyproperly watered,watered, whilewhile plants,plants, arti­arti­
facts,facts, andand otherother non-feelingnon-feeling thingsthings 
cannotcannot havehave anan interestinterest inin anything.anything. 
Furthermore,Furthermore, distinguishingdistinguishing affectiveaffective 
needs,needs, whichwhich generategenerate interests,interests, fromfrom 
non-affectivenon-affective needs,needs, whichwhich dodo notnot 
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generategenerate interests,interests, cancan explainexplain whywhy 
somesome peoplepeople dodo notnot eveneven havehave anan 
interestinterest (and,(and, consequently,consequently, justifia­justifia­
blybly taketake nono interest)interest) inin somesome thingsthings 
theythey cancan properlyproperly bebe saidsaid toto need.need. 
ForFor example,example, supposesuppose thatthat II amam defi­defi­
nitelynitely overweightoverweight andand wouldwould needneed toto 
exerciseexercise regularlyregularly andand watchwatch mymy dietdiet 
inin orderorder toto slimslim downdown butbut thatthat II dodo 
notnot mindmind beingbeing fatfat andand thatthat mymy over­over­
allall enjoymentenjoyment ofof lifelife willwill notnot bebe dimin'­dimin'­
ishedished byby mymy beingbeing fat.fat. PerhapsPerhaps mymy 
beingbeing fatfat preventsprevents meme fromfrom engagingengaging 
inin certaincertain activitiesactivities II wouldwould havehave 
enjoyedenjoyed andand willwill shortenshorten mymy lifelife some­some­
what,what, butbut isis isis alsoalso anan importantimportant con­con­
tributortributor toto mymy happiness,happiness, sincesince mymy 
finefine tenortenor voice,voice, whichwhich II lovelove andand 
fromfrom whichwhich II profitprofit handsomely,handsomely, couldcould 
notnot bebe asas finefine withoutwithout thethe fatfat andand 
sincesince thethe crowdcrowd II gogo withwith andand whosewhose 
companycompany II greatlygreatly enjoyenjoy feelsfeels moremore atat 
easeease andand jollyjolly withwith fatfat people.people. Fur­Fur­
thermore,thermore, exercisingexercising andand dietingdieting mightmight 
bebe highlyhighly unpleasantunpleasant forfor meme andand wouldwould 
certainlycertainly deprivedeprive meme ofof oneone ofof mymy 
dearestdearest pleasures,pleasures, eatingeating withwith aban­aban­
don.don. II nn thisthis way,way, beingbeing fatfat mightmight 
givegive meme aa somewhatsomewhat shortershorter butbut 
over-allover-all happierhappier lifelife thanthan wouldwould beingbeing 
slim.slim. InIn thisthis case,case, althoughalthough itit mightmight 
bebe goodgood forfor meme toto lose.weightlose.weight (i.e.,(i.e., 
bebe "good"good forfor mymy health"health" oror "necessary"necessary 
forfor goodgood health"),health"), II couldcould properlyproperly 
claimclaim thatthat itit isis notnot inin mymy interestinterest toto 
spendspend mymy timetime exercisingexercising andand watch­watch­
inging mymy diet.diet. ItIt isis inin mymy interestinterest toto 
spendspend mymy timetime fulfillingfulfilling thosethose needsneeds 
whichwhich willwill enhanceenhance mymy enjoymentenjoyment ofof 
lifelife andand toto neglectneglect thosethose needsneeds whichwhich 
willwill not.not. PursuingPursuing goodgood healthhealth isis 
usuallyusually inin one'sone's interest,interest, sincesince goodgood 
healthhealth isis importantimportant forfor one'sone's feelingsfeelings 
ofof well-being,well-being, butbut whenwhen thatthat pursuitpursuit 
underminesundermines thosethose feelings,feelings, itit ceasesceases toto 
bebe inin one'sone's interest.interest. Thus,Thus, notnot 
merelymerely whetherwhether oneone needsneeds XX butbut 
whetherwhether XX willwill affectaffect one'sone's feelingsfeelings ofof 
well-beingwell-being seemsseems toto bebe thethe crucialcrucial 
factorfactor inin havinghaving anan interestinterest inin X.X. 99 

ApplyingApplying thisthis moremore adequateadequate inter­inter­
pretationpretation ofof havinghaving anan interestinterest toto thethe 
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interestinterest requirement,requirement, itit followsfollows thatthat 
allall andand onlyonly thosethose beingsbeings whichwhich (can)(can) 
havehave affectiveaffective needsneeds (can)(can) havehave moralmoral 
rights.rights. ThisThis certainlycertainly excludesexcludes 
plants,plants, artifacts,artifacts, andand otherother non-feel­non-feel­
inging thingsthings fromfrom havinghaving moralmoral rights.rights. 
So,So, Frey'sFrey's reductioreductio fails.fails. Further­Further­
more,more, sincesince FreyFrey acknowledgesacknowledges thatthat 
somesome animalsanimals cancan atat leastleast "suffer"suffer 
unpleasantunpleasant sensations,"sensations," 11 DD itit wouldwould 
seemseem toto followfollow thatthat hehe mustmust agreeagree thatthat 
somesome animalsanimals havehave affectiveaffective needsneeds 
and,and, consequently,consequently, havehave interestsinterests andand 
meetmeet thethe interestinterest requirementrequirement forfor hav­hav­
inging moralmoral rights.rights. 

II.II. DesiresDesires 

FreyFrey drawsdraws aa distinctiondistinction betweenbetween 
desiresdesires whichwhich req'uirereq'uire beliefsbeliefs suchsuch asas 
"I"I don'tdon't havehave X,"X," "I"I wouldwould bebe betterbetter 
offoff ifif II hadhad X,"X," andand "in"in orderorder toto getget 
X,X, II havehave toto dodo Y"Y" andand "simple"simple 
desires,"desires," suchsuch asas wantingwanting food,food, whichwhich 
areare reflexivereflexive andand cannot,cannot, therefore,therefore, 
involveinvolve thethe mediationmediation ofof beliefs,beliefs, 
althoughalthough havinghaving anyany suchsuch simplesimple 
desires,desires, hehe insists,insists, requiresrequires thatthat atat 
leastleast somesome ofof one'sone's simplesimple desiresdesires 
involveinvolve self-consciousness.self-consciousness. FreyFrey thenthen 
arguesargues thatthat animalsanimals cannotcannot havehave 
desiresdesires ofof eithereither sort,sort, forfor bothboth 
believingbelieving andand self-consciousnessself-consciousness 
requirequi rere language,language, andand animalsanimals areare 
incapableincapable ofof usingusing language.language. 1111 

FreyFrey offersoffers thethe followingfollowing argumentargument 
toto showshow thatthat onlyonly .Ianguage.Ianguage usersusers cancan 
believe:believe: 

NowNow whatwhat isis itit thatthat II believe?believe? 
II believebelieve thatthat mymy collectioncollection 
lackslacks aa GutenbergGutenberg Bible;Bible; thatthat 
is,is, II believebelieve thatthat thethe sentencesentence 
'My'My collectioncollection lackslacks aa Guten­Guten­
bergberg Bible'Bible' isis true.true. InIn 
expressionsexpressions ofof thethe formform 'I'I 
believebelieve thatthat .. .. .',.', whatwhat fol­fol­
lowslows thethe 'that''that' isis aa sentence,sentence, 
andand whatwhat II believebelieve isis thatthat thethe 
sentencesentence inin true.true. TheThe 
essenceessence ofof thisthis argumentargument isis .. 

aboutabout whatwhat isis believed.believed. IfIf 
whatwhat isis believedbelieved isis thatthat aa 
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certaincertain sentencesentence isis true,true, thenthen 
nono creaturecreature whichwhich lackslacks lan­lan­
guageguage cancan havehave beliefs.beliefs. .... 
dodo notnot seesee howhow thethe catcat cancan bebe 
correctlycorrectly describeddescribed asas believ­believ­
inging thethe laceslaces areare tiedtied unlessunless itit 
can,can, asas II do,do, distinguishdistinguish 
betweenbetween thethe beliefsbeliefs thatthat thethe 
laceslaces areare tiedtied andand thatthat thethe 
laceslaces areare untieduntied andand regardsregards 
oneone butbut notnot thethe otherother asas true.true. 
ButBut whatwhat isis truetrue oror falsefalse areare 
notnot statesstates ofof affaiaffai rsrs whwh ichich 
reflectreflect oror pertainpertain toto thesethese 
beliefs;beliefs; statesstates ofof affairsaffairs areare 
notnot truetrue oror falsefalse (though(though sen­sen­
tencestences describingdescribing themthem are)are) 
butbut eithereither aa rere oror aa rere notnot thethe 
case.case. 1212 

Thus,Thus, FreyFrey contendscontends thatthat whenwhen some­some­
oneone believesbelieves something,something, whatwhat hehe 
believesbelieves isis thatthat aa certaincertain sentencesentence isis 
true.true. FreyFrey believesbelieves thisthis becausebecause (1)(1) 
inin belbel iefief statementsstatements sentencessentences areare 
usedused toto expressexpress whatwhat isis believedbelieved andand 
(2)(2) whatwhat oneone belbel ievesieves isis thatthat some­some­
thingthing isis truetrue (or(or false),false), andand sen­sen­
tencestences areare thethe sortssorts ofof thingsthings thatthat areare 
truetrue (or(or false).false). BothBoth ofof thesethese argu­argu­
mentsments areare seriouslyseriously faulty.faulty. 

(1)(1) WhichWhich grammaticalgrammatical formsforms areare 
employedemployed inin expressingexpressing thethe objectsobjects ofof 
intentionalintentional verbsverbs isis oneone issue;issue; whatwhat 
thosethose intentionalintentional objectsobjects areare isis anotheranother 
issue,issue, andand anan answeranswer forfor thethe fifi rstrst 
issueissue isis nono moremore anan answeranswer forfor thethe 
secondsecond issueissue thanthan linguisticslinguistics isis aa sub­sub­
stitutestitute forfor psychology.psychology. TheThe properproper 
conclusionconclusion ofof Frey'sFrey's analysisanalysis ofof beliefbelief 
statementsstatements isis thatthat inin orderorder toto under­under­
standstand suchsuch statements,statements, oneone mustmust bebe 
ableable toto understandunderstand sentences.sentences. ThisThis 
conclusionconclusion isis neitherneither controversialcontroversial nornor 
relevantrelevant toto thethe issueissue ofof whetherwhether ani­ani­
malsmals cancan believe:believe: itit isis relevantrelevant onlyonly 
toto whetherwhether animalsanimals cancan formulateformulate oror 
respondrespond toto beliefbelief statements.statements. 

Furthermore,Furthermore, usingusing intentionalintentional 
verbsverbs whosewhose objectsobjects areare sentencessentences inin 
referringreferring toto andand describingdescribing animalsanimals isis 
aa commoncommon practice.practice. WeWe commonlycommonly saysay 
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suchsuch thingsthings asas "the"the dogdog thinthin ksks thethe 
catcat isis inin thethe tree,"tree," "the"the birdbird realizedrealized 
thatthat oneone ofof itsits chickschicks isis missing,"missing," 
"the"the catcat recognizesrecognizes thatthat thethe iceice isis 
slippery,"slippery," "the"the monkeymonkey seessees thatthat 
strangersstrangers areare invadinginvading hishis territory,"territory," 
"" thethe deerdeer sensessenses thatthat wewe areare closingclosing 
inin onon it,"it," "the"the zebrazebra smellssmells thatthat aa 
leopardleopard isis near,"near," andand "the"the horsehorse 
hearshears thatthat itit isis beingbeing called."called." InIn 
sayingsaying suchsuch thingsthings wewe dodo notnot presumepresume 
thatthat thethe dog,dog, forfor example,example, thinksthinks ofof 
thethe sentencesentence "the"the catcat isis inin thethe tree"tree" 
oror thatthat itit coucou IdId assentassent toto thatthat sen­sen­
tence,tence, ifif askedasked whetherwhether itit isis true.true. 
Nonetheless,Nonetheless, wewe understandunderstand thethe aboveabove 
sentences,sentences, knowknow whenwhen theythey dodo andand dodo 
notnot apply,apply, and,and, inin general,general, useuse themthem 
withoutwithout problem.problem. Thus,Thus, ordinaryordinary lan­lan­
guageguage doesdoes notnot supportsupport Frey'sFrey's con­con­
tentiontention thatthat ifif anan intentionalintentional verbverb 
takestakes aa sentencesentence forfor itsits object,object, thenthen 
itit properlyproperly appliesapplies onlyonly toto thosethose capa­capa­
bleble ofof understandingunderstanding sentences.sentences. 1313 

FreyFrey mightmight countercounter thatthat thisthis justjust 
showsshows howhow pervasivepervasive isis thethe pro-animalpro-animal 
prejudice.prejudice. However,However, suchsuch aa claimclaim 
remindsreminds oneone ofof thethe bandband membermember whowho 
claimsclaims thatthat he'she's okay;okay; it'sit's thethe restrest ofof 
thethe bandband that'sthat's outout ofof step.step. IfIf ordi­ordi­
narynary languagelanguage philosophyphilosophy hashas taughttaught 
usus anything,anything, itit hashas taughttaught usus whichwhich 
toto choosechoose whenwhen wewe havehave toto choosechoose 
betweenbetween ordinaryordinary languagelanguage beingbeing non­non­
sensicalsensical andand aa philosophicalphilosophical analysisanalysis 
beingbeing mistaken.mistaken. 1414 

AnotherAnother problemproblem withwith Frey'sFrey's argu­argu­
mentment isis thatthat ifif wewe werewere toto applyapply hishis 
patternpattern ofof analysisanalysis toto otherother intentionalintentional 
verbs,verbs, wewe wouldwould arrivearrive atat thethe follow­follow­
inging reductioreductio ofof hishis position:position: justjust asas 
animalsanimals areare incapableincapable ofof belief,belief, theythey 
areare incapableincapable ofof hearing,hearing, forfor whenwhen II 
hearhear thatthat someonesomeone isis coming,coming, whatwhat II 
hearhear isis thatthat thethe sentencesentence "someone"someone isis 
coming"coming" isis true,true, butbut animalsanimals areare notnot 
capablecapable ofof doingdoing this.this. Again,Again, animalsanimals 
cannotcannot smell,smell, forfor whenwhen II smellsmell thatthat 
somethingsomething isis burning,burning, whatwhat II smellsmell isis 
thatthat thethe sentencesentence "something"something isis burn­burn­
ing"ing" isis true,true, andand animalsanimals cannotcannot 

formulateformulate oror understandunderstand sentences.sentences. 
SuchSuch conclusionsconclusions seemseem eithereither toto bebe 
preposterouspreposterous oror toto indicateindicate thatthat stipu­stipu­
lativelative definitionsdefinitions ofof "hear,""hear," "smell,""smell," 
andand "believe""believe" areare beingbeing used.used. SuchSuch 
abnormalabnormal definitionsdefinitions couldcould bebe basedbased onon 
whatwhat MalcolmMalcolm hashas describeddescribed asas "the"the 
prejudiceprejudice ofof philosophersphilosophers thatthat onlyonly 
propositionalpropositional thoughtsthoughts belongbelong toto con­con­
sciousness.sciousness. "15"15 

ItIt mightmight bebe thoughtthought thatthat FreyFrey isis 
notnot reallyreally facedfaced withwith thethe precedingpreceding 
dilemma,dilemma, forfor hehe doesdoes notnot claimclaim thatthat 
hishis analysisanalysis appliesapplies toto allall intentionalintentional 
verbs.verbs. However,However, nothingnothing inin whatwhat 
FreyFrey sayssays indicatesindicates thatthat hishis analysisanalysis 
isis restrictedrestricted toto believing.believing. SinceSince per­per­
ceptions,ceptions, likelike beliefs,beliefs, cancan bebe truetrue oror 
falsefalse andand sincesince "hear"hear that,"that," "see"see 
that,"that," etc.,etc., cancan bebe parsedparsed likelike 
"believe"believe that"that" toto taketake sentencessentences asas 
theirtheir objects,objects, itit wouldwould bebe arbitraryarbitrary toto 
trytry toto escapeescape thethe problemsproblems ofof thethe 
previousprevious paragraphparagraph byby insistinginsisting thatthat 
Frey'sFrey's analysisanalysis appliesapplies onlyonly toto believ­believ­
ing.ing. 

Finally,Finally, itit maymay bebe thoughtthought thatthat 
FreyFrey cancan escapeescape allall thethe precedingpreceding 
objections,objections, sincesince hehe claimsclaims thatthat 

thoughthough itit maymay bebe thoughtthought thatthat 
mymy analysisanalysis ofof beliefbelief requiresrequires 
personspersons toto entertainentertain thethe con­con­
ceptcept ofof aa sentencesentence inin orderorder toto 
havehave beliefs,beliefs, thisthis inin factfact isis notnot 
thethe case.case. .. .. .. TheThe sentencesentence 
'John'John believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow 
isis open'open' .. .. .. cancan bebe plausiblyplausibly 
interpretedinterpreted asas 'John'John would,would, ifif 
asked,asked, assentassent toto somesome sentencesentence 
thatthat hashas forfor himhim thethe meaningmeaning 
thatthat "the"the windowwindow isis open"open" hashas 
forfor us'.us'. 1616 

OneOne obviousobvious objectionobjection toto Frey'sFrey's con­con­
tentiontention thatthat beingbeing ableable to'to' formulateformulate 
sentencessentences isis essentialessential forfor believingbelieving isis 
thatthat wewe oftenoften believebelieve thingsthings withoutwithout 
formulatingformulating anyany sentencessentences aboutabout them.them. 
ForFor example,example, ifif II reachreach intointo mymy pocketpocket 
forfor aa pencilpencil whilewhile listeninglistening toto aa lec­lec­
ture,ture, II believebelieve thatthat II havehave aa pencilpencil inin 
mymy pocket,pocket, butbut II dodo notnot formulateformulate thethe 
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sentencesentence "I"I havehave aa pencilpencil inin mymy 
pocket.pocket. "" FreyFrey formulatesformulates thethe aboveabove 
interpretationinterpretation toto meetmeet thisthis objection.objection. 

ThisThis interpretationinterpretation isis notnot relevantrelevant 
toto thethe objectionsobjections raisedraised soso farfar inin thisthis 
paper.paper. JustJust asas wewe cancan believebelieve with­with­
outout entertainingentertaining sentences,sentences, soso wewe cancan 
hear,hear, see,see, recognize,recognize, realize,realize, etc.,etc., 
withoutwithout entertainingentertaining sentences.sentences. So,So, 
sincesince thesethese intentionalintentional verbsverbs taketake 
sentencessentences asas theithei rr objects,objects, they,they, too,too, 
presumably,presumably, areare toto bebe interpretedinterpreted inin 
termsterms ofof whatwhat sentencessentences thethe oneone whowho 
hears,hears, sees,sees, recognizes,recognizes, realizes,realizes, 
etc.,etc., wouldwould assentassent to.to. Consequently,Consequently, 
thesethese verbsverbs wouldwould stillstill notnot bebe applica­applica­
bleble toto infants,infants, animals,animals, andand otherother 
non-languagenon-language users.users. AsAs longlong asas FreyFrey 
holdsholds thatthat thesethese verbsverbs properlyproperly applyapply 
onlyonly toto languagelanguage users,users, whetherwhether hehe 
maintainsmaintains thatthat theythey applyapply onlyonly whenwhen 
wewe entertainentertain sentencessentences oror cancan applyapply 
asas wellwell toto situationssituations wherewhere wewe wouldwould 
assentassent toto sentencessentences isis unimportant.unimportant. 
EitherEither way,way, Frey'sFrey's analysisanalysis stillstill runsruns 
countercounter toto ordinaryordinary usageusage andand isis 
vulnerablevulnerable toto thethe aboveabove reductio.reductio. 

AsAs toto whetherwhether Frey'sFrey's interpretationinterpretation 
providesprovides anan answeranswer toto thethe forcefulforceful 
objectionobjection thatthat psychologypsychology doesdoes notnot 
revealreveal anan essentialessential relationrelation betweenbetween 
believingbelieving andand sentences,sentences, thethe interpre­interpre­
tationtation doesdoes notnot meetmeet thatthat objection,objection, 
either.either. First,First, thethe interpretationinterpretation isis 
arbitrary.arbitrary. "John"John wouldwould assentassent toto thethe 
sentencesentence 'the'the windowwindow isis open'"open'" isis onlyonly 
oneone amongamong manymany candidatescandidates toto bebe aa 
dispositionaldispositional interpretationinterpretation ofof "John"John 
believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow isis open."open." 
OtherOther possiblepossible candidatescandidates areare "John"John 
wouldwould closeclose thethe window,window, ifif asked,"asked," 
"John"John wouldwould closeclose thethe window,window, ifif hehe 
feltfelt therethere waswas aa draft,"draft," "John"John wouldwould 
thth rowrow somethingsomething outout thethe windowwindow with­with­
outout attemptingattempting toto openopen it,it, ifif hehe waswas 
calledcalled uponupon toto throwthrow somethingsomething outout 
thethe window,"window," "John"John wouldwould notnot sitsit nearnear 
thethe window,window, ifif hehe waswas afraidafraid ofof sittingsitting 
nearnear openopen windows,"windows," andand soso forth.forth. 

FreyFrey providesprovides nono reasonreason forfor 
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selectingselecting whatwhat JohnJohn wouldwould assentassent toto asas 
thethe interpretationinterpretation ofof "John"John believesbelieves 
thatthat thethe windowwindow isis open"open" ratherrather thanthan 
anyany oror allall ofof thesethese otherother thingsthings hehe 
wouldwould dodo ifif hehe believedbelieved that.that. ButBut 
withoutwithout suchsuch anan argument,argument, itit isis notnot 
obviousobvious thatthat whatwhat someonesomeone wouldwould 
assentassent toto isis eveneven aa necessarynecessary partpart ofof 
anan interpretation,interpretation, letlet alonealone thethe inter­inter­
pretation,pretation, ofof believing.believing. WeWe dodo notnot 
commonlycommonly requirerequire thatthat anan individualindividual 
assentassent toto oror eveneven bebe willingwilling toto assentassent 
toto "p""p" inin orderorder thatthat wewe feelfeel wewe havehave 
satisfactorysatisfactory evidenceevidence thatthat hehe believesbelieves 
p.p. WeWe oftenoften justjust watchwatch whatwhat aa personperson 
doesdoes toto findfind outout whatwhat hehe believes,believes, andand 
wewe holdhold thatthat "actions"actions speakspeak louderlouder 
thanthan words"words" inin expressingexpressing beliefs.beliefs. 
EvenEven ifif aa subjunctivesubjunctive referencereference toto 
actionaction isis aa necessarynecessary partpart ofof anan ade­ade­
quatequate understandingunderstanding ofof belief,belief, thatthat 
referencereference mustmust bebe vague,vague, forfor therethere 
areare manymany alternativealternative setssets ofof actionsactions 
whichwhich wouldwould commonlycommonly bebe consideredconsidered 
sufficientsufficient toto confirmconfirm belief.belief. CommonCommon 
experienceexperience withwith beliefsbeliefs doesdoes notnot indi­indi­
catecate thatthat therethere isis anyany particularparticular formform 
ofof action,action, includingincluding assentingassenting toto sen­sen­
tences,tences, whichwhich oneone mustmust bebe readyready toto 
performperform inin orderorder toto believebelieve something.something. 
II wouldwould guessguess thatthat itit isis Frey'sFrey's beliefbelief 
thatthat languagelanguage isis necessarynecessary forfor believ­believ­
iingng thatthat leadsleads himhim toto interpretinterpret believ­believ­
inging inin termsterms ofof assenting,assenting, but,but, ofof 
coucou rse,rse, thatthat belbel iefief begsbegs thethe question.question. 

FuFu rthermore,rthermore, itit isis notnot obviousobvious thatthat 
"John"John would,would, ifif asked,asked, assentassent toto thethe 
sentencesentence 'the'the windowwindow isis open'"open'" isis 
properlyproperly describeddescribed asas anan interpreta­interpreta­
tiontion ofof "John"John believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow 
isis open."open." IfIf thethe formerformer werewere anan 
interpretationinterpretation ofof thethe latter,latter, thenthen 
"John"John believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow isis 
openopen butbut wouldwould notnot assentassent toto thethe sen­sen­
tencetence 'the'the windowwindow isis open'"open'" wouldwould bebe 
self-contradictory.self-contradictory. ButBut itit isis not.not. 
Rather,Rather, itit isis anan instanceinstance ofof thethe com­com­
monmon ideaidea "he"he believesbelieves that,that, butbut wouldwould 
nevernever admitadmit it."it." OfOf course,course, FreyFrey 
mightmight trytry toto meetmeet thisthis sortsort ofof objec­objec­
tiontion byby qualifyingqualifying hishis interpretationinterpretation ofof 
"John"John believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow isis 
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open"open" toto readread somethingsomething likelike "John"John 
wouldwould assentassent toto aa sentencesentence thatthat hashas 
forfor himhim thethe meaningmeaning 'the'the windowwindow isis 
open'open' hashas forfor us,us, ifif asas kedked underunder con­con­
ditionsditions wherewhere hehe feltfelt hehe hadhad nothingnothing 
toto gaingain thth roughrough deception,deception, diddid notnot 
feelfeel likelike playingplaying aa practicalpractical joke,joke, feltfelt 
securesecure inin disclosingdisclosing whatwhat hehe believed,believed, 
etc."etc." However,However, thethe effecteffect ofof addingadding 
suchsuch aa ceterisceteris paribusparibus clauseclause toto 
Frey'sFrey's interpretationinterpretation wouldwould bebe toto showshow 
justjust howhow distantdistant isis thethe relationrelation 
betweenbetween believingbelieving andand assenting.assenting. 
SuchSuch aa ceterisceteris paribusparibus clauseclause appro­appro­
priatelypriately qualifiesqualifies thethe relationrelation betweenbetween 
somethingsomething andand aa signsign ofof it,it, notnot thethe 
relationrelation betweenbetween somethingsomething andand itsits 
iinterpnterp retation.retation. 

Again,Again, ifif "John"John would,would, ifif asked,asked, 
assentassent toto thethe sentencesentence 'the'the windowwindow isis 
open'"open'" werewere anan interpretationinterpretation ofof "John"John 
believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow isis open,"open," 
thenthen thethe latterlatter wouldwould notnot bebe aa signifi­signifi­
cantcant answeranswer toto aa questionquestion asas toto whywhy 
JohnJohn wouldwould assentassent toto thethe sentencesentence 
"the"the windowwindow isis open."open." IfIf Frey'sFrey's 
interpretationinterpretation thesisthesis werewere correct,correct, 
thenthen John'sJohn's believingbelieving thatthat thethe windowwindow 
isis openopen couldcould notnot explainexplain whywhy hehe 
wouldwould assentassent toto "the"the windowwindow isis open,open, "" 
sincesince "John"John believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow 
isis open"open" wouldwould justjust bebe anotheranother wayway ofof 
sayingsaying "John"John would,would, ifif asked,asked, assentassent 
toto 'the'the windowwindow isis open'."open'." IfIf FreyFrey 
werewere correct,correct, citingciting John'sJohn's beliefbelief inin 
responseresponse toto "Why"Why wouldwould JohnJohn assentassent 
toto 'the'the windowwindow isis open'?"open'?" wouldwould con­con­
taintain thethe samesame categorycategory mistakemistake asas 
answeringanswering "Why"Why isis JohnJohn aa bachelor?"bachelor?" 
withwith "John"John isis aa bachelorbachelor becausebecause hehe isis 
anan unmarriedunmarried male."male." However,However, thatthat 
JohnJohn believesbelieves thatthat thethe windowwindow isis openopen 
doesdoes provideprovide aa significantsignificant answeranswer toto 
thethe questionquestion "Why"Why wouldwould JohnJohn assentassent 
toto 'the'the windowwindow isis openopen '?"'?" AsAs anan 
explanationexplanation ofof whywhy JohnJohn wouldwould assentassent 
toto thatthat sentence,sentence, thatthat JohJoh nn belbel ievesieves 
thatthat thethe windowwindow isis openopen isis inin thethe samesame 
groupgroup asas thethe following:following: JohnJohn wantswants 
toto pleaseplease youyou andand feelsfeels thatthat byby 
assentingassenting toto thatthat sentencesentence hehe willwill dodo 
so;so; JohJoh nn waswas toldtold thatthat hehe wiwi IIII bebe setset 

freefree ifif hehe assentsassents toto thatthat sentence;sentence; 
JohnJohn figufigu resres thatthat hehe cancan foolfool youyou byby 
assentingassenting toto thatthat sentence;sentence; JohnJohn 
thinksthinks hehe cancan ridiculeridicule youryour researchresearch 
byby assentingassenting toto thatthat sentence;sentence; andand 
manymany otherother plausible,plausible, commoncommon expla­expla­
nationsnations ofof whywhy peoplepeople assentassent toto sen­sen­
tences.tences. ThatThat JohnJohn believesbelieves thatthat thethe 
windowwindow isis openopen maymay bebe thethe explanationexplanation 
forfor hishis willingnesswillingness toto assentassent toto "the"the 
windowwindow isis open"open" whichwhich wewe presumepresume toto 
bebe thethe correctcorrect oneone inin mostmost cases,cases, 
whichwhich isis whywhy wewe presumepresume assentingassenting isis 
ordinarilyordinarily aa reliablereliable signsign ofof belief.belief. 
However,However, thatthat prioritypriority ofof placeplace amongamong 
explanationsexplanations doesdoes notnot changechange thethe rela­rela­
tiontion betweenbetween believingbelieving andand willingnesswillingness 
toto assentassent intointo oneone ofof interpretation.interpretation. 

TheThe problemproblem withwith Frey'sFrey's interpre­interpre­
tationtation ofof "John"John believesbelieves thatthat p"p" asas 
"John"John wouldwould assentassent toto 'p''p' underunder cer­cer­
taintain conditions"conditions" isis thatthat itit triestries toto passpass 
offoff aa subjunctivesubjunctive referencereference toto oneone 
thingthing beliefbelief cancan leadlead toto asas anan inter­inter­
pretationpretation ofof whatwhat beliefbelief is.is. ButBut 
since,since, forfor thethe reasonsreasons justjust developed,developed, 
believingbelieving thatthat pp cannotcannot bebe identifiedidentified 
withwith thethe factfact thatthat oneone wouldwould assentassent toto 
"p""p" underunder certaincertain conditions,conditions, FreyFrey 
hashas nono moremore succeededsucceeded inin providingproviding 
usus anan interpretationinterpretation ofof believingbelieving herehere 
thatthat EuthyphroEuthyphro succeededsucceeded inin providingproviding 
SocratesSocrates withwith anan interpretationinterpretation ofof 
pietypiety whenwhen hehe toldtold himhim thatthat piouspious menmen 
aa rere belovedbeloved ofof thethe godsgods (and(and 
Euthyphro'sEuthyphro's mistakemistake wouldwould notnot bebe cor­cor­
rectedrected byby substitutingsubstituting "would"would be"be" forfor 
"are""are" inin hishis interpretationinterpretation ofof piety).piety). 

Thus,Thus, Frey'sFrey's proposedproposed interpreta­interpreta­
tiontion fails,fails, leavingleaving hishis contentioncontention thatthat 
believingbelieving requiresrequires linguisticlinguistic abilityability 
vulnerablevulnerable toto thethe manymany counter-exam­counter-exam­
plesples ofof believingbelieving withoutwithout usingusing lan­lan­
guage.guage. BothBoth ourour experienceexperience ofof ourour 
ownown believingsbelievings andand ourour commonly,commonly, 
significantlysignificantly applyingapplying "believe""believe" andand 
manymany otherother intentionalintentional verbsverbs toto 
infants,infants, animals,animals, andand otherother non-lan­non-lan­
guageguage usersusers indicateindicate thatthat thethe factfact thatthat 
thesethese verbsverbs taketake sentencessentences asas theithei rr 
objectsobjects doesdoes notnot showshow thatthat onlyonly thosethose 
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capablecapable ofof recognizingrecognizing sentencessentences cancan 
havehave thosethose verbsverbs meaningfullymeaningfully appliedapplied 
toto them.them. 

(2)(2) FreyFrey maintainsmaintains thatthat hishis analy­analy­
sissis isis correctcorrect becausebecause wewe wouldwould havehave 
toto "credit"credit [animals][animals] withwith languagelanguage inin 
orderorder forfor therethere toto bebe somethingsomething truetrue 
oror falsefalse inin belief,"belief," sincesince "sentences"sentences 
areare thethe sortssorts ofof thingsthings whichwhich [are][are] 
capablecapable ofof beingbeing truetrue oror false,false, 
[whereas][whereas] statesstates ofof affairsaffairs areare notnot 
truetrue oror falsefalse butbut areare oror areare notnot thethe 
case.case. "17"17 SettingSetting asideaside thethe issueissue ofof 
whetherwhether animalsanimals possesspossess sufficientsufficient 
languagelanguage oror somethingsomething sufficientlysufficiently 
language-likelanguage-like toto satisfysatisfy thisthis argumentargument 
withoutwithout dispute,dispute, thisthis argumentargument stillstill 
sufferssuffers fromfrom thethe followingfollowing problems.problems. 

First,First, validlyvalidly inferringinferring fromfrom beliefsbeliefs 
involvinginvolving truthtruth andand falsityfalsity toto beliefsbeliefs 
involvinginvolving sentencessentences requiresrequires thethe addi­addi­
tionaltional premisepremise thatthat onlyonly sentencessentences cancan 
bebe truetrue oror false.false. ThisThis isis clearlyclearly 
false.false. Currency,Currency, portraits,portraits, friends,friends, 
signs,signs, omens,omens, impressions,impressions, percep­percep­
tions,tions, examples,examples, tools,tools, andand lineslines areare 
examplesexamples whichwhich comecome readilyreadily toto mindmind 
ofof otherother thingsthings thatthat cancan bebe truetrue oror 
false.false. Thus,Thus, Frey'sFrey's argumentargument restsrests 
onon aa falsefalse premise.premise. 

ItIt mightmight bebe counteredcountered thatthat thisthis 
objectionobjection equivocates,equivocates, sincesince thethe aboveabove 
examplesexamples areare notnot allall truetrue oror falsefalse inin 
thethe samesame way.way. ButBut suchsuch aa counter­counter­
argumentargument wouldwould justjust complicatecomplicate thethe 
objectionobjection aa bit:bit: ifif differentdifferent kindskinds ofof 
thingsthings cancan bebe truetrue oror falsefalse inin differ­differ­
entent ways,ways, thenthen (a)(a) areare beliefsbeliefs true/true/ 
falsefalse inin thethe wayway sentencessentences areare true/true/ 
false,false, andand (b)(b) areare sentencessentences thethe onlyonly 
thingsthings whichwhich areare true/falsetrue/false inin thethe wayway 
sentencessentences areare true/false?true/false? IfIf thethe ans­ans­
werwer toto eithereither ofof thesethese questionsquestions isis 
"no,""no," Frey'sFrey's argumentargument stillstill fails,fails, sincesince 
hishis presumptionpresumption ofof aa veryvery tighttight rela­rela­
tiontion betweenbetween sentencessentences andand beingbeing 
true/falsetrue/false (in(in thethe relevantrelevant sense)sense) willwill 
bebe false.false. FreyFrey doesdoes notnot seemseem toto havehave 
recognizedrecognized therethere isis anan issueissue here,here, forfor 
hehe providesprovides nono argumentargument toto answeranswer 
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thesethese questions.questions. 

FuFu rthermore,rthermore, thethe answeranswer toto ques­ques­
tiontion (b)(b) seemsseems toto bebe negative;negative; i.e.,i.e., 
sentencessentences dodo notnot seemseem toto bebe thethe onlyonly 
thingsthings thatthat areare true/falsetrue/false inin thethe wayway 
sentencessentences areare true/false.true/false. IfIf wewe 
acceptaccept aa correspondencecorrespondence theorytheory ofof 
truthtruth forfor sentences,sentences, thenthen portraitsportraits 
areare true/falsetrue/false inin thethe wayway sentencessentences 
are.are. IfIf wewe adoptadopt aa coherencecoherence theorytheory 
ofof truthtruth forfor sentences,sentences, thenthen omens,omens, 
impressions,impressions, andand perceptionsperceptions areare 
true/falsetrue/false inin thethe wayway sentencessentences are.are. 
IfIf wewe adoptadopt aa pragmaticpragmatic theorytheory ofof 
truthtruth forfor sentences,sentences, thenthen examples,examples, 
tools,tools, andand signssigns areare true/falsetrue/false inin thethe 
wayway sentencessentences are.are. Thus,Thus, therethere 
wouldwould seemseem toto bebe setssets ofof thingsthings whichwhich 
areare true/falsetrue/false inin thethe wayway sentencessentences 
areare true/false.true/false. BeliefsBeliefs maymay bebe justjust 
anotheranother kindkind ofof thingthing thatthat isis true/true/ 
falsefalse inin thatthat way.way. So,So, eveneven ifif beliefsbeliefs 
areare true/falsetrue/false inin thethe wayway sentencessentences 
are,are, oneone cannotcannot inferinfer fromfrom thatthat thatthat 
beliefsbeliefs areare aboutabout sentences.sentences. 

Second,Second, ifif wewe werewere toldtold thatthat XX andand 
YareYare bothboth coloredcolored oror bothboth conductconduct 
electricityelectricity oror areare bothboth beautifulbeautiful oror areare 
bothboth complex,complex, itit wouldwould remainremain anan openopen 
questionquestion asas toto justjust howhow similarsimilar oror dis­dis­
similarsimilar theythey werewere andand inin whatwhat 
sense(s)sense(s) theythey werewere oror werewere notnot thethe 
samesame kindkind ofof thing.thing. InIn Frey'sFrey's argu­argu­
ment,ment, however,however, itit isis presumedpresumed thatthat ifif 
XX andand YY cancan bothboth bebe true/false,true/false, thatthat 
showsshows thatthat theythey areare thethe samesame sortsort ofof 
thing:thing: hehe arguesargues thatthat sincesince whatwhat isis 
believedbelieved isis thatthat somethingsomething isis truetrue andand 
sincesince sentencessentences cancan bebe true,true, thethe 
somethingsomething thatthat isis believedbelieved toto bebe truetrue 
mustmust bebe aa sentence.sentence. ButBut justjust asas oneone 
swallowswallow doesdoes notnot makemake aa summer,summer, soso 
havinghaving oneone predicatepredicate inin commoncommon pro­pro­
videsvides onlyonly minimalminimal evidenceevidence concerningconcerning 
inin whichwhich way(s)way(s) oror toto whatwhat degreedegree 
thosethose thingsthings areare oror areare notnot thethe samesame 
kindkind ofof thing.thing. Frey'sFrey's argumentargument fromfrom 
havinghaving thethe samesame kindkind ofof predicatepredicate toto 
beingbeing thethe samesame kindkind ofof thingthing runsruns 
dangersdangers analogousanalogous toto thosethose inin infer­infer­
ringring fromfrom similarsimilar effectseffects toto similarsimilar 
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causes;causes; consequently,consequently, thatthat argumentargument 
requiresrequires aa greatgreat dealdeal ofof confirmationconfirmation 
fromfrom otherother arguments.arguments. FreyFrey doesdoes notnot 
provideprovide suchsuch conficonfi rmation,rmation, nor,nor, asas thethe 
previousprevious objectionsobjections toto hishis analysisanalysis 
indicate,indicate, isis therethere reasonreason toto believebelieve 
thatthat hehe couldcould findfind suchsuch conficonfi rmation.rmation. 

Third,Third, inin thethe coursecourse ofof developingdeveloping 
hishis argument,argument, FreyFrey providesprovides counter­counter­
examplesexamples toto thatthat argument.argument. FreyFrey usesuses 
suchsuch phph rasesrases asas "the"the falsefalse belief,"belief," 
"true"true andand falsefalse beliefs,"beliefs," andand "regard­"regard­
inging oneone [belief][belief] butbut notnot thethe otherother asas 
true."true." 1818 FreyFrey herehere predicatespredicates "true""true" 
andand "false""false" ofof beliefsbeliefs themselves,themselves, 
ratherrather thanthan predicatingpredicating thesethese termsterms ofof 
thethe somethingsomething thatthat isis believed.believed. InIn 
makingmaking suchsuch predicationspredications hehe followsfollows 
ordinaryordinary usage,usage, sincesince wewe dodo commonlycommonly 
talktalk aboutabout truetrue andand falsefalse beliefs,beliefs, eveneven 
moremore commonlycommonly thanthan wewe taltal kk aboutabout 
whatwhat isis believedbelieved beingbeing thatthat somethingsomething 
isis truetrue oror false.false. However,However, itit wouldwould 
seemseem toto followfollow fromfrom Frey'sFrey's argumentargument 
thatthat sincesince beliefsbeliefs cancan bebe true/false,true/false, 
theythey areare sentences,sentences, sincesince "sentences"sentences 
areare thethe sortssorts ofof thingsthings whichwhich [are][are] 
capablecapable ofof beingbeing truetrue oror false."false." ThisThis 
amountsamounts toto anotheranother reductioreductio ofof Frey'sFrey's 
analysis,analysis, sincesince sayingsaying thatthat beliefsbeliefs areare 
sentencessentences clearlyclearly confusesconfuses thethe psy­psy­
chologicalchological withwith thethe linguistic.linguistic. 1919 

Finally,Finally, eveneven ifif wewe werewere toto trytry toto 
decidedecide whetherwhether whatwhat isis believedbelieved doesdoes 
oror doesdoes notnot concernconcern sentencessentences onon thethe 
basisbasis ofof howhow certaincertain predicatespredicates areare 
commonlycommonly deployeddeployed whenwhen discussingdiscussing 
beliefs,beliefs, atat leastleast asas goodgood andand probablyprobably 
eveneven aa betterbetter casecase cancan bebe mademade forfor 
sayingsaying thatthat whatwhat isis believedbelieved isis thatthat 
certaincertain statesstates ofof affairsaffairs areare thethe casecase 
thanthan forfor sayingsaying thatthat whatwhat isis believedbelieved 
isis thatthat certaincertain sentencessentences areare true.true. 
WeWe cancan equallyequally wellwell saysay eithereither "what"what 
isis believedbelieved isis true"true" oror "what"what isis 
believedbelieved isis thethe case."case." Again,Again, inin 
responseresponse toto aa questionquestion likelike "Does"Does hehe 
reallyreally believebelieve that?,"that?," wewe cancan equallyequally 
wellwell respondrespond "yes,"yes, hehe belbel ievesieves thatthat 
thatthat isis true"true" oror "yes,"yes, hehe believesbelieves thatthat 
thatthat isis thethe case."case." Additionally,Additionally, ifif wewe 

werewere toto askask "What"What makesmakes aa beliefbelief 
true?true? ,"," thethe commoncommon answeranswer wouldwould notnot 
bebe "a"a beliefbelief isis truetrue ifif whatwhat isis believedbelieved 
isis true"true" butbut "a"a beliefbelief isis truetrue ifif whatwhat 
isis believedbelieved isis thethe case."case." ThisThis sug­sug­
gestgest thatthat whatwhat isis truetrue oror falsefalse herehere 
areare beliefs,beliefs, withwith whatwhat isis believedbelieved 
beingbeing thatthat somethingsomething isis oror isis notnot thethe 
case,case, and,and, ofof coucou rse,rse, asas FreyFrey himselfhimself 
acknowledges,acknowledges, thethe sortssorts ofof thingsthings thatthat 
areare oror areare notnot thethe casecase areare notnot sen­sen­
tencestences butbut statesstates ofof affaiaffai rs.rs. TheThe 
placeplace ofof truthtruth andand falsityfalsity inin thethe anal­anal­
ysisysis ofof beliefs,beliefs, beliefbelief statements,statements, andand 
statementsstatements andand questionsquestions aboutabout beliefsbeliefs 
isis atat leastleast notnot asas clearclear asas andand proba­proba­
blybly otherother thanthan FreyFrey suggestssuggests andand hishis 
argumentargument requires.requires. 

Thus,Thus, FreyFrey failsfails toto demonstratedemonstrate 
thatthat languagelanguage isis requiredrequired forfor beliefbelief 
and,and, consequently,consequently, failsfails toto demon­demon­
stratestrate thatthat animalsanimals cannotcannot havehave 
belief-mediatedbelief-mediated desidesi res.res. 

TuTu rningrning toto simplesimple desidesi res,res, sllchsllch asas 
wantingwanting food,food, FreyFrey presentspresents thethe fol­fol­
lowinglowing argumentargument toto showshow thatthat thethe 
self-consciousnessself-consciousness requiredrequired forfor havinghaving 
suchsuch desiresdesires requiresrequires linguisticlinguistic abil­abil­
ity:ity: 

II adoptadopt thethe viewview thatthat 'P-predi­'P-predi­
cates',cates', whichwhich includeinclude suchsuch 
thingsthings asas thoughts,thoughts, feelings,feelings, 
memories,memories, andand perceptions,perceptions, cancan 
onlyonly bebe ascribedascribed toto oneselfoneself ifif 
theythey cancan bebe ascribedascribed toto othersothers 
andand thatthat oneone cancan knowknow oneone hashas 
oror experiencesexperiences aa particularparticular 
P-predicateP-predicate RR onlyonly ifif oneone cancan 
knowknow thatthat otherother peoplepeople havehave oror 
experienceexperience R.R. AndAnd followingfollowing 
Wittgenstein'sWittgenstein's privateprivate languagelanguage 
argument,argument, II adoptadopt thethe viewview 
thatthat P-predicateP-predicate R,R, forfor exam­exam­
pleple 'pain','pain', doesdoes notnot (and(and can­can­
not)not) havehave meaningmeaning byby standingstanding 
forfor oror namingnaming aa sensationsensation toto 
whichwhich eacheach ofof usus hashas accessaccess inin 
hishis ownown case·case· butbut ratherrather hashas 
meaningmeaning inin virtuevirtue ofof certaincertain 
publicpublic rulesrules andand conventionsconventions 
whichwhich cancan bebe adheredadhered toto andand 
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transgressed,transgressed, wherewhere adherenceadherence 
andand transgressiontransgression cancan bebe pub­pub­
liclylicly checked.checked. InIn thisthis way,way, II 
comecome withwith HackerHacker toto thethe viewview 
thatthat thethe meaningfulmeaningful ascriptionascription 
ofof P-predicateP-predicate RR toto oneselfoneself isis 
onlyonly possiblepossible .. .. .. withinwithin thethe 
contextcontext andand confinesconfines ofof aa pub­pub­
liclic language.language. 7.7. UU 

TheThe problemproblem withwith thisthis argumentargument isis 
thatthat itit begsbegs thethe question.question. FreyFrey 
infersinfers fromfrom Wittgenstein'sWittgenstein's argumentargument 
againstagainst aa privateprivate languagelanguage thatthat self­self­
consciousnessconsciousness requiresrequires knowingknowing aa 
publicpublic language.language. However,However, beforebefore 
Frey'sFrey's argumentargument thatthat ascribingascribing 
P-predicatesP-predicates toto oneselfoneself requiresrequires know­know­
inging aa publicpublic languagelanguage eveneven becomesbecomes 
relevantrelevant toto whetherwhether animalsanimals cancan havehave 
simplesimple desires,desires, anan argumentargument isis neededneeded 
toto showshow thatthat feelingfeeling pain,pain, toto useuse 
Frey'sFrey's example,example, isis ascribingascribing thethe 
P-predicateP-predicate "pain""pain" toto oneself.oneself. ThatThat 
is,is, anan argumentargument isis neededneeded toto showshow 
thatthat self-consciousnessself-consciousness isis properlyproperly 
interpretedinterpreted asas thethe linguisticlinguistic activityactivity 
ofof ascribingascribing certaincertain predicatespredicates toto one­one­
self.self. 

PsychologyPsychology doesdoes notnot supportsupport aa lin­lin­
guisticguistic interpretationinterpretation ofof self-con­self-con­
sciousness.sciousness. WhenWhen II hh itit mymy thumbthumb 
withwith thethe hammer,hammer, II amam consciousconscious ofof 
beingbeing inin pain,pain, butbut II dodo notnot formform thethe 
thoughtthought "I"I amam inin pain"pain" oror otherwiseotherwise 
ascribeascribe thethe predicatepredicate "pain""pain" toto myself.myself. 
Also,Also, interpretinginterpreting mymy consciousnessconsciousness ofof 
beingbeing inin painpain asas thethe factfact thatthat II wouldwould 
assentassent toto "I"I amam inin pain,"pain," ifif asked,asked, 
wouldwould be.be. blatantlyblatantly arbitrary,arbitrary, sincesince 
therethere areare manymany thingsthings besidesbesides assent­assent­
inging toto "I"I amam inin pain"pain" whichwhich someonesomeone 
inin painpain wouldwould natunatu rallyrally (be(be readyready to)to) 
do,do, e.g.,e.g., screamingscreaming andand writhing.writhing. 

Additionally,Additionally, wewe maymay notenote thatthat 
Frey'sFrey's argumentargument herehere wouldwould leadlead toto 
thethe conclusionconclusion thatthat animalsanimals areare notnot 
conscious.conscious. NoticeNotice thatthat inin thethe aboveabove 
citationcitation Frey's'Frey's' analysisanalysis ofof self-con­self-con­
sciousnesssciousness inin termsterms ofof ascribingascribing 
P-predicatesP-predicates toto oneselfoneself isis saidsaid toto 
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applyapply notnot onlyonly toto simplesimple desiresdesires butbut 
toto "such"such thingsthings asas thoughts,thoughts, feelings,feelings, 
memories,memories, andand perceptions."perceptions." IfIf allall 
suchsuch thingsthings areare beyondbeyond thethe capacitiescapacities 
ofof non-languagenon-language users,users, saying,saying, asas 
FreyFrey does,21does,21 that,that, nonetheless,nonetheless, theythey 
areare stillstill consciousconscious wouldwould seemseem toto bebe 
devoiddevoid ofof content.content. HowHow cancan oneone bebe 
conscious,conscious, ifif oneone cannotcannot perceive,perceive, 
feel,feel, desire,desire, remember,remember, think,think, oror 
believe?believe? Furthermore,Furthermore, FreyFrey seemsseems toto 
presumepresume thatthat toto bebe consciousconscious ofof XX 
involvesinvolves ascribingascribing predicatespredicates toto XX (or(or 
beibei ngng readyready toto assentassent toto sentencessentences 
ascribingascribing predicatespredicates toto Xl.Xl. WhyWhy elseelse 
wouldwould hehe presumepresume thatthat beingbeing self-con­self-con­
sciousscious involvesinvolves ascribingascribing P-predicatesP-predicates 
toto oneself?oneself? Additionally,Additionally, Frey'sFrey's argu­argu­
mentment isis basedbased onon anan analysisanalysis ofof thethe 
requirequi rementsrements forfor thethe meanimeani ngfulngful 
ascriptionascription ofof anyany sortsort ofof predicate,predicate, 
forfor itit isis basedbased onon anan analysisanalysis ofof whatwhat 
makesmakes languagelanguage inin generalgeneral meaningful.meaningful. 
FreyFrey doesdoes notnot givegive usus anyany reasonreason toto 
believebelieve thatthat beibei ngng consciousconscious ofof oneselfoneself 
isis essentiallyessentially tiedtied toto linguisticlinguistic abilityability 
whilewhile beingbeing consciousconscious ofof otherother thingsthings 
isis not,not, andand onon thethe susu dacedace ofof it,it, atat 
least,least, feelingfeeling painpain doesdoes notnot seemseem toto bebe 
intimatelyintimately tiedtied toto languagelanguage whilewhile see­see­
inging colorscolors andand hearinghearing noisesnoises areare not.not. 
Consequently,Consequently, ifif Frey'sFrey's aa rgumentrgument werewere 
sound,sound, onlyonly languagelanguage usersusers couldcould bebe 
conscious,conscious, whichwhich would,would, sincesince FreyFrey 
maintainsmaintains thatthat animalsanimals lacklack linguisticlinguistic 
ability,ability, excludeexclude animalsanimals fromfrom beingbeing 
conscious.conscious. Apparently,Apparently, FreyFrey isis 
stronglystrongly opposedopposed toto denyingdenying thatthat ani­ani­
malsmals areare conscious,conscious, sincesince hehe adamantlyadamantly 
rejectsrejects thethe suggestionsuggestion thatthat hehe isis 
denyingdenying consciousnessconsciousness toto animals;animals; so,so, 
unlessunless FreyFrey cancan showshow thatthat beingbeing con­con­
sciousscious ofof oneselfoneself requiresrequires linguisticlinguistic 
abilityability whilewhile beingbeing consciousconscious ofof otherother 
thingsthings doesdoes not,not, wewe havehave aa reductioreductio 
ofof Frey'sFrey's positionposition herehere whichwhich hehe wouldwould 
havehave toto acceptaccept asas discreditingdiscrediting hishis 
attemptattempt toto denydeny thatthat animalsanimals cancan havehave 
simplesimple desidesi res.res. 

Thus,Thus, FreyFrey hashas notnot providedprovided usus 
anyany reasonreason toto doubtdoubt whatwhat wewe ordinar­ordinar­
ilyily believe,believe, viz.,viz., thatthat animalsanimals cancan 
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desiredesire food,food, water,water, andand reliefrelief fromfrom 
pain.pain. ItIt followsfollows thatthat FreyFrey hashas onceonce 
againagain failedfailed toto showshow thatthat animalsanimals can­can­
notnot meetmeet thethe interestinterest requirementrequirement forfor 
havinghaving moralmoral rights.rights. IInn thethe casescases 
bothboth ofof belief-mediatedbelief-mediated desidesi resres andand ofof 
simplesimple desires,desires, thethe fundamentalfundamental flawflaw 
inin Frey'sFrey's argumentargument isis thatthat hehe hashas 
presumedpresumed whatwhat hehe claimsclaims toto bebe show­show­
ing,ing, namely,namely, thatthat 
consciousnessconsciousness requirerequire 
ity.ity. 

lingu
believingbelieving 

linguistic 
andand 

istic 
self­self­
abil­abil­

III.III. ConclusionConclusion 

SinceSince inin ourour ordinaryordinary dealingsdealings withwith 
infants,infants, pets,pets, andand otherother non-languagenon-language 
usingusing animalsanimals wewe successfullysuccessfully dealdeal 
withwith themthem asas desiringdesiring beingsbeings whowho taketake 
anan interestinterest inin whatwhat pleasespleases andand painspains 
themthem andand asas sentientsentient beingsbeings withwith 
affectiveaffective needs,needs, somesome ofof whichwhich theythey 
taketake anan interestinterest inin andand somesome ofof whichwhich 

theythey merelymerely havehave anan interestinterest in,in, thethe 
bubu rdenrden ofof proofproof isis susu relyrely onon FreyFrey andand 
othersothers whowho wouldwould denydeny thatthat animalsanimals 
cancan havehave desiresdesires oror thatthat thethe interestsinterests 
ofof animalsanimals cannotcannot bebe significantlysignificantly dis­dis­
tinguishedtinguished fromfrom thethe needsneeds ofof plantsplants 
andand otherother non-feelingnon-feeling things.things. SinceSince 
FreyFrey hashas failedfailed toto shouldershoulder thatthat bur­bur­
den,den, wewe maymay continuecontinue toto relyrely onon ordi­ordi­
narynary experienceexperience andand toto holdhold thatthat ani­ani­
malsmals havehave affectiveaffective needsneeds andand thatthat 
theythey havehave complexcomplex andand simplesimple desidesi resres 
concerningconcerning thethe fulfillmentfulfillment oror frustra­frustra­
tiontion ofof thosethose needs,needs, asas wellwell asas desidesi resres 
concerningconcerning thingsthings thatthat areare notnot reallyreally 
inin theithei rr bestbest interest,interest, suchsuch asas playingplaying 
inin thethe street.street. ItIt followsfollows thatthat bothboth 
hornshorns ofof Frey'sFrey's dilemmadilemma areare bluntblunt andand 
harmless,harmless, forfor whetherwhether oneone analyzesanalyzes 
"interests""interests" inin termsterms ofof havinghaving anan 
interestinterest oror takingtaking anan interest,interest, animalsanimals 
meetmeet thethe interestinterest requirementrequirement forfor hav­hav­
inging moralmoral rights.rights. 2222 
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44 Ibid.,Ibid., pp.pp. 79-82.79-82. SinceSince Frey'sFrey's 
bookbook appeared,appeared, TomTom Regan,Regan, thethe animalanimal 
rightistrightist FreyFrey isis primarilyprimarily addressingaddressing 
atat thisthis pointpoint inin hishis argument,argument, hashas 
embracedembraced thethe ideaidea thatthat non-sentientnon-sentient 
beings,beings, suchsuch asas treestrees andand rivers,rivers, 
(can)(can) havehave moralmoral rightsrights (see(see Regan'sRegan's 
"The"The NatureNature andand PossibilityPossibility ofof anan 
EnviEnvi ronmentalronmental Ethic,Ethic, "" EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
EthicsEthics 111/1111/1 (1981)).(1981)). II dodo notnot findfind 
thisthis wayway ofof disarmingdisarming Frey'sFrey's dilemmadilemma 
eithereither necessarynecessary oror attractiveattractive (see(see mymy 
reviewreview ofof Regan'sRegan's articlearticle inin EthicsEthics && 

AnimalsAnimals 111/2111/2 (1982)).(1982)). 
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88 OneOne ofof thethe refereesreferees forfor thisthis 
paperpaper offeredoffered thethe followingfollowing asas anan 
objectionobjection toto thisthis interpretationinterpretation ofof hav­hav­
inging anan interest:interest: 

TheThe followingfollowing isis unlikelyunlikely butbut 
notnot inconceivable:inconceivable: byby per­per­
formiformi ngng operationoperation 00 onon PP wewe 
cancan cutcut hishis intelligenceintelligence inin halfhalf 
butbut notnot affectaffect p'sp's feelingsfeelings ofof 
well-being.well-being. AccordingAccording toto youryour 
analysisanalysis ofof havinghaving anan interest,interest, 
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performingperforming thethe operationoperation onon PP 
isis neitherneither inin nornor notnot inin pISpIS 

interest.interest. 
IfIf wewe livedlived inin aa BraveBrave NewNew WorldWorld inin 
whichwhich ourour intelligenceintelligence couldcould bebe halvedhalved 
withoutwithout thisthis reducingreducing ourour opportuni­opportuni­
tiesties forfor pleasupleasu rere andand fulfillment,fulfillment, with­with­
outout leavingleaving usus moremore vulnerablevulnerable toto 
abuseabuse andand unhappiness,unhappiness, withoutwithout caus­caus­
inging anxietyanxiety beforebefore thethe operationoperation andand 
frustrationfrustration andand depressiondepression afterwards,afterwards, 
andand soso forth,forth, thenthen suchsuch anan operationoperation 
wouldwould notnot bebe eithereither inin oror againstagainst ourour 
intertests.intertests. ButBut wewe dodo notnot livelive inin 
suchsuch aa world;world; inin ourour world,world, intelli­intelli­
gencegence isis somethingsomething wewe bothboth enjoyenjoy 
exercisingexercising andand findfind aa necessarynecessary tooltool 
forfor attainingattaining otherother enjoymentsenjoyments andand 
fufu IfiIfi IIments,IIments, whwh ichich isis whatwhat rnarna keskes 
beingbeing intelligentintelligent inin ourour interestinterest inin ourour 
world.world. WhatWhat isis valuablevaluable inin ourour worldworld 
mightmight notnot bebe valuablevaluable inin aa vastlyvastly dif­dif­
ferentferent world;world; thatthat shouldshould notnot surprisesurprise 
anyone,anyone, butbut itit shouldshould discouragediscourage thethe 
practicepractice ofof tryingtrying toto refuterefute moralmoral phi­phi­
losophieslosophies byby developingdeveloping sciencescience fictionfiction 
examples.examples. 

ItIt mightmight bebe objectedobjected thatthat mymy 
interpretationinterpretation ofof havinghaving anan interestinterest isis 
stillstill tootoo weak,weak, becausebecause "interest""interest" hashas 
aa prescriptiveprescriptive componentcomponent whichwhich II havehave 
notnot acknowledged.acknowledged. H.H. j.j. McCloskeyMcCloskey 
claimedclaimed therethere isis suchsuch aa componentcomponent toto 
"interest""interest" inin "Rights,""Rights," PhilosophicalPhilosophical 
QuarterlyQuarterly XV/59XV/59 (1965),(1965), andand FreyFrey 
defendsdefends McCloskey'sMcCloskey's positionposition (against(against 
criticismscriticisms byby TomTom Regan)Regan) inin ChapterChapter 
IIII ofof hishis book,book, althoughalthough hehe indicatesindicates 
thatthat hehe doesdoes notnot wantwant toto havehave McClos­McClos­
key'skey's positionposition identifiedidentified withwith oror linkedlinked 
toto hishis own.own. McCloskeyMcCloskey hashas sincesince 
repudiatedrepudiated thisthis interpretationinterpretation ofof 
"interest,""interest," acknowledgingacknowledging thatthat therethere 
isis greatergreater flexibilityflexibility inin thethe useuse ofof 
"interest""interest" thanthan hehe hadhad earlierearlier recog­recog­
nizednized (see(see McCloskey'sMcCloskey's "Moral"Moral RightsRights 
andand Animals,"Animals," InquiryInquiry XXII/1-2XXII/1-2 
(1979)).(1979)). Consequently,Consequently, itit seemsseems 
unnecessaryunnecessary toto defenddefend mymy interpreta­interpreta­
tiontion ofof havinghaving anan interestinterest againstagainst anan 
objectionobjection basedbased onon McCloskey'sMcCloskey's earlierearlier 
analysisanalysis ofof "interest.""interest." LetLet meme justjust 
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saysay thatthat wherewhere therethere isis aa prescriptiveprescriptive 
componentcomponent toto "X"X isis inin P'sP's interest,"interest," itit 
cancan bebe adequatelyadequately interpretedinterpreted asas "if"if 
hehe couldcould taketake anan interestinterest inin X,X, PP 
shouldshould dodo so."so." InIn casescases wherewhere thatthat 
conditionalconditional phrasephrase isis clearlyclearly met,met, say­say­
inging thatthat XX isis inin P'sP's interestinterest maymay havehave 
didi rectrect prescriptiveprescriptive significance.significance. InIn 
casescases wherewhere thatthat conditionalconditional phph raserase isis 
notnot met,met, asas inin somesome casescases concerningconcerning 
infants,infants, animals,animals, andand thethe infirm,infirm, thethe 
prescriptiveprescriptive componentcomponent remainsremains sub­sub­
junctive.junctive. 

11 00 Frey,Frey, op.op. cit.,cit., p.p. 100.100. 

1111 Ibid.,Ibid., ChaptersChapters VIIVII andand VIII.VIII. 

1212 Ibid.,Ibid., pp.pp. 87,87, 88,88, 89-90.89-90. 

1313 TheThe argumentargument ofof thisthis paragraphparagraph 
isis developeddeveloped atat lengthlength byby NormanNorman Mal­Mal­
colmcolm inin "Thoughtless"Thoughtless Brutes,"Brutes," Pro­Pro­
ceedingsceedings andand AddressesAddresses ofof thethe Ameri­Ameri­
cancan PhilosophicalPhilosophical AssociationAssociation XLVIXLVI 
(1972-73).(1972-73). II wouldwould likelike toto thankthank oneone 
ofof thethe refereesreferees ofof thisthis paperpaper forfor 
drawingdrawing mymy attentionattention toto thisthis excellentexcellent 
article.article. 

1414 InIn thethe previouslypreviously notednoted article,article, 
MalcolmMalcolm carefullycarefully distinguishesdistinguishes 
betweenbetween "thinking"thinking that,"that," whichwhich doesdoes 
notnot requirerequire linguisticlinguistic ability,ability, andand 
"having"having thethe thoughtthought that,"that," whichwhich doesdoes 
requirerequire linguisticlinguistic ability.ability. FreyFrey doesdoes 
notnot drawdraw aa similarsimilar distinctiondistinction betweenbetween 
"believing"believing that"that" andand "having"having thethe beliefbelief 
that,"that," nornor couldcould hehe addadd suchsuch aa dis­dis­
tinctiontinction toto hishis analysisanalysis inin orderorder toto 
escapeescape somesome ofof thethe objectionsobjections beingbeing 
raisedraised here.here. ThisThis isis becausebecause itit wouldwould 
followfollow fromfrom deployingdeploying suchsuch aa distinc­distinc­
tiontion whilewhile continuingcontinuing toto insistinsist thatthat 
desiringdesiring requiresrequires linguisticlinguistic abilityability thatthat 
oneone cancan desiredesire somethingsomething onlyonly whenwhen 
oneone hashas thethe relevantrelevant beliefsbeliefs aboutabout it.it. 
ButBut thatthat isis clearlyclearly false,false, forfor II cancan 
certainlycertainly desiredesire something,something, e.g.,e.g., thatthat 
aa long-windedlong-winded speakerspeaker shouldshould finish,finish, 
withoutwithout havinghaving thethe beliefbelief that,that, forfor 
example,example, "he"he hashas notnot stoppedstopped talking"talking" 
oror "I"I wouldwould bebe happierhappier ifif hehe wouldwould 
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stopstop talking."talking." InIn orderorder toto desiredesire thatthat 
thethe speakerspeaker ceasecease talking,talking, II needneed onlyonly 
believebelieve suchsuch thingsthings (if(if believingbelieving isis 
requiredrequired atat all);all); II needneed notnot actuallyactually 
havehave (entertain,(entertain, formulate,formulate, expressexpress toto 
myself)myself) suchsuch beliefs.beliefs. Consequently,Consequently, 
FreyFrey cannotcannot benefitbenefit fromfrom Malcolm'sMalcolm's 
analysisanalysis ofof ordinaryordinary language;language; hehe 
mustmust somehowsomehow discreditdiscredit thatthat analysis.analysis. 
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thatthat thatthat isis notnot thethe case.case. WeWe cancan 
falselyfalsely believebelieve thatthat somethingsomething isis truetrue 
andand trulytruly believebelieve thatthat somethingsomething isis 
false.false. TheThe true/falsetrue/false predicatepredicate 
attachingattaching toto thethe beliefbelief needneed notnot bebe thethe 

samesame asas thatthat employedemployed inin expressingexpressing 
whatwhat isis believed;believed; so,so, thethe formerformer can­can­
notnot bebe justjust aa shorthandshorthand referencereference toto 
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byby againagain referringreferring toto hishis interpretinginterpreting 
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assentassent to,to, ifif asked.asked. However,However, thatthat 
interpretationinterpretation wouldwould leaveleave usus predi­predi­
catingcating truthtruth andand falsityfalsity ofof disposi­disposi­
tions,tions, readinesses,readinesses, oror what-one­what-one­
would-do's,would-do's, whichwhich wouldwould bebe veryvery 
strange,strange, toto saysay thethe least.least. So,So, ratherrather 
thanthan thatthat interpretationinterpretation providingproviding anan 
escapeescape fromfrom thisthis objection,objection, itit wouldwould 
seemseem thatthat predicatingpredicating truthtruth andand falsityfalsity 
ofof beliefsbeliefs providesprovides anotheranother reductioreductio ofof 
thatthat interpretation.interpretation. 
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